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Labour  targets  company  cars 

Tax  hike  revealed 
in  leaked  plans 


Keith  Harper 
Transport  Editor 


RAST1C  reform 
of  company  car 
i use  and  a 
1 clampdown  on 
company  car 
tax  evasion  are 
at  the  heart  of  a Labour  Party 


statement  on  transport  policy 
expected  to  be  released  next 
month.  The  measures  could 
damage  car  production. 

The  document,  a copy  of 
which  has  “been  seen  by  the 
Guardian,  is  the. 'first  indica- 
tion of  the  likely  attitude  of  a 
Blair  government  towards 
transport  It  says  the  tax  sys- 
tem for  company  cars  causes 


urban  congestion  and  prom- 
ises tax  concessions  for  firms 
whicb-adopt  company  travel 
plans  reducing  car  travel. 

Labour  says  it  wants  to  sta- 
bilise national  traffic  levels 
by  2010  and  reduce  torn  to 
1990  levels  by  2020.  To  this 
end  it  will  produce  a 20-year 
strategy  with  a five-year  roll- 
ing programme  tor  transport 
investment  and  taxation.  It 
will  establish  a national 
transport  forum,  drawn,  from 
business  arid  transport  users 
and  operators,  who  will  ad- 
vise government  on  strategy 
and  produce  an  annual  report 
to  Parliament 

The  overall  strategy  will 


require  an  increase  in  public 
spending,  but  this  will  have  to 
depend  on  economic  growth. 
Proposals  include: 

□ a SO  per  cent  reduction  in 
urban  traffic  over  10  years; 

□ speed  limits  of  Bmph  an 
some  residential  streets; 

□ More  speed  cameras; 

□ French-style  picnic  areas 
and  lay-bys  to  replace  the 
Government's  “motorway 
service  area  free-for-all’*; 

□ a national  network  of 
trhckstQp  facilities; 

□ a simplified  national  fame 
and  ticket  system,  allowing 
people  "significantly  cheaper 
and  more  flexible  travel  an 
buses  and  trains"; 


□ an  end  to  the  Government’s 
privately  inspired  “design, 
build  and  operate"  road 
schemes. 

The  national  targets  will  be 
used  as  a framework  for  local 
authorities  to  set  targets  for 
cutting  traffic  and  pollution. 

The  document  deals  with 
the  rail  industry  only  in  a 
general  way.  It  was  drawn  up 
while  the  leadership  was  try- 
ing to  make  up  its  mind  an 
rail  privatisation  and  the  flo- 
tation of  Railtrack.  It  says 
Labour  would  combine  with 
the  private  sector  to  invest  in 
rail,  but  not  whether  it  would 
re-nationalise  the  system. 

The  document  says  Labour 


can  achieve  many  of  its  objec- 
tives “simply  by  redirecting 
transport  spending".  It  says  it 
can  make  savings  from 
“bringing  the  railways  back 
together,  and  .cutting  the 
"gravy  train  of  consultants 
and  lawyers”.  Labour  will 
redirect  "significant  sums" 
currently  earmarked  for  road 
building  towards  local  trans- 
port strategies. 

It  says  80  per  cent  of  cars 
entering  London  are  company 
cars  or  have  free  parking  at 
work.  The  statement  suggests 
that  "many  company  cars  are 
•perks’,  given  as  part  of  salary 
packages  rather  than  because 
of  genuine  need”. 


The  statement  proposes  tax- 
ing the  Aill  value  of  free  fuel 
to  company  car  users  and  pe- 
nalising those  who  could  not 
prove  that  they  had  been 
using  their  car  fix' business. 

It  is  likely  to  provoke  a furi- 
ous reaction  from  the  indus- 
try. Car  manufacturers  have 
repeatedly  said  production 
would  be  badly  affected  and 
cause  job  losses. 

The  purchase  of  company 
cars  is  increasing,  while  cars 
bought  solely  for  private  use 
is  flattening  out.  Of  the 
180.276  registrations  in 
March,  57  per  cent  were  few- 
fleet  cars.  last  year  nearly  SO 
per  cent  of  registrations  were 


for  fleet  cars.  A total  of 
1.945.366  cars  were  registered, 
of  which  912,629  were  for  com- 
pany use  where  there  more 
than  25  in  a fleet 

Labour  is  considering  a 
business  charge  on  parking 
spaces  in  commercial  pre- 
mises to  fund  public  trans- 
port. These  could  support 
town  centres  by  reducing 
rates  on  small  businesses. 

The  party  wants  to  offer  al- 
ternatives to  car-based  shop-' 
ping  to*  encouraging  home  de- 
livery services  a condition  of 
planning  permission  for  shop 
schemes. 
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Patrick  Wkitour,  Chief 
Political  Correspondent 

IT  should  have  been  a fine 
day:  the  launch  of  an 
election  campaign  and  a 
time  when  a party  chair- 
man comes  into  his  own. 

And  yet,  under  gentle 
questioning  by  the  Today 
programme's  Sue  Mac- 
Gregor, Brian  Mawhinney 
exploded  on  air. 

Dr  Mawhinney  had  been 
struggling  to  contain  bis 
notorious  temper  as  Ms 
MacGregor  began  her  inter- 
view. He  fought  to  contain 
himself  as  he  acknowl- 
edged "the  challenge  to  the 
Tories  of  the . local 
elections". 

Ms  MacGregor  reminded 
him  that  in  1990  the  Tories 
had  got  rid  of  the  trouble- 
some poll  tax  and  its  archi- 
tect, Margaret  Thatcher. 
Might  the  party  "have  to  do 
something  equally  dra- , 


Brian  Mawhinney,  left.  John  Gummer  and  Michael  Heseltrae  at  the  launch  of  the  Tory  local  election  campaign  yesterday  photograph:  stefan  rousseau  1 


matte”  if.  it  was  not  to  lose 
more  seats?  ■ 

Dr  Mawhinney  lifted  off. 
“Let's  stay  In  the  real 
world,  can  we?” 

He  was  quickly  in  orbit. 
"What  yon  have  just  sug- 
gested ...  is  that  we  should 
dump  the  Prime  Minister. 
Don't  be  ridiculous.  That 
isn't  even  worthy  of  any 
answer,”  he  thundered. 


"You  drew  the  parallel 
wfth  Mrs  Thatcher  and  that 
is  a ludicrous,  and  indefen- 
sible question,  and  if  you 
think  Tm  annoyed  with  you 
it  is  because  it  is  that  kind 
of  smeary  question,  by 
Today  programme  present- 
ers which  so  annoys  people 
who  listen  to  this  pro- 
gramme up  and  down  the 
country.” 


He  left  in  a huff.  Two 
hours  later  he  was  back  at 
the  launch  of -the  campaign 
he  bad  masterminded,  men- 
acing smile  glued  in  place. 

He  must  have  taken 
weeks  to  dream  up  this  one: 
to  pose  with  lot  of  cans, 
mocked  up  to.  look  Kke 
baked  beans. 

He  brought  along  some 
chums  to  pose  for  the  cam- 


eras. And  who  better  than 
two  who  like  to  go  ballistic 
on  BBC  Radio? 

There  was  John  Gammer. 
Environment  Secretary.  He 
blew  up  on  Today  a couple 
of  weeks  back,  when  asked 
about  that  picture  of  him 
stuffing  a burger  into  his 
daughter’s  mouth.  He' 
seemed  happy  enough  to  be 
pictured  with  this 


foodstuff: 

And  poor  old  Michael  He- ' 
seltine.  Deputy  Prime  Min- 1 
ister.  His  clashes  with , 
Today  presenters  are  usu- 
ally jousts  — he  privately 
admits  to  getting  on  with 
them.  At  least  he  had  the 
grace  to  look  embarrassed. 
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A sad  day  for  Carlo  too  in  the  fuss  at  court  No.  1 


Jobless  mechanic’s  five  minutes  of 
fame  reveals  fate  worse  than  Yorks 


Gary  Youngs 


CARLO  Giambrone  was 
"gobsmacked”.  The  un- 
employed mechanic  ar- 
rived at  court  No.l  in  Somer- 
set House  yesterday  in  a 
bomber  jacket  and  jeans  ■ to 
tell  the  Judge  he  could  not  af- 
ford to  pay  the  costs  awarded 
against  him  after  his  divorce. 

He  left  five  minutes  later 
being  compared  with  the 
Duke  of  York  and  toeing  ques- 


tions from  the  world’s  media 
about  the  ftzttire  of  the  monar- 
chy and  where  his  own  mar- 
riage had  gone  wrong. 

“I  thought  I was  going  to  be 
on  my.  own  — in  and  out.”  be 
said-  “It  was  a big  surprise  to 

me.  an  the  toss:” 

It  was  in  the  five  minutes 
between  coming  and  going 
that  he  learned  that  toe  div- 
orce of  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  York  was  on  the  same  list 
in  a hearing  that  lasted  just 
over  three  minutes,  with  toe 


court  judge  granting  decrees 

nisi  all  round. 

Carlo,  aged  28,  and  the  duke 
both  have  two  children  tor 
whom  they  would  like  to  take 
joint  responsibility  and  es- 
tranged: wives  with  whom 
they  would  like  to  remain 
“good" friends".  But  the  simi- 
larities between  case  35,  A B v 
C Giambrone,  and  case  29. 
HRHTbe  Duke  off  York  y HRH 
lie  Duchess  of  York,  end 

there. 

Giambrone,  bom  In  Britain 
ofltaUan  parents,  got  married 
at  Fulham  register  office  in 
1969  and  had  a reception  at  a 
tourist  hotel  in  west  London. 

' When  they  got  back  they 


moved  into  a tiny  house.'  “I 
had  to  sleep  on  the  sofa,  and 
my  wife  had  a single  bed  in  a 
bedroom  no  bigger  than  an 
ordinary  bathroom.  It  took  us 
two  and  a half  years  to  get  out 
of  there,  and  by  then  things 
were  not  so  good." 

The  judge  told  him  the  costs 
to  support  his  two  children, 
aged  six  and  nine  months, 
were  a matter  for  the  solici- 
tors in  the  case. 

“I  have  my-  kids  every 
weekend.  1 shall  carry  an  giv- 
ing xny  wife  what,  support  I 
can.  though  at  the  moment 
Tm  only  getting  £74  benefit 
every  two  weeks.” 

Meanwhile,  on  the  other 


side  of  the  continent  toe 
Duchess  of  York  emerged 
from  her  Swiss  chalet  to  an- 
nounce that  yesterday  was 
the  saddest  day  of  her  life. 

"Well  take  every  day  as  it 
comes  — every  day  is  a new 
day,”,  she  said,  declaring  that 
she  and  Andrew  would 
remain  “bestest  of  friends”. 
In  six  weeks  the  couple  will 
be  formally  divorced. 

Mr  Giambrone  said  of  the 
Yorks:  “It  seems  amazing  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way 
like  this.” 


Can  ab»  manege?  page  5; 
SpW«p<lw  dWamw, 
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house  led  to  marriage  fattnre 
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US  firm  targets 
National  Power 


Industrial  Etfitor 


TAKEOVER  frenzy  in  toe 
privatised  electricity 
industry  erupted  again 
yesterday  as  National  Power. 
Britain’s  biggest  power 
station  operator,  found  its 
plans  for  expansion  threat- 
ened by  an  audacious 
approach  from  a US  company 
which  could  lead  to  an  £8.5 
billion  bid. 

hi  a move  which  presents 
Ian  Lang,  the  Trade  Secre- 
tary, with  the  toughest 
dilemma  he  has  faced  since 
toe  bidding  war  started  in  the 
sector  last  year.  Southern 
Company  of  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
officially  confirmed  that  it 
had  approached  National 
Power  to  discuss  a merger. 

Were  the  US  group  — 
which  already  owns  one  of 
the  12  regional  electricity 
companies  having  taken  over 
SWEB  — to  succeed,  it  would 
accelerate  an  assault  on  the 
British  power  sector  by 
American  corporations  which 
could  see  them  owning 
between  a third  and  a half  of 
toe  entire  industry. 

The  approach  from  South- 
ern — widely  criticised  in  the 
US  for  its  corporate  practices 
— comes  as  National  Power 


and  its  smaller  rival,  Power- 
Gen,  are  waiting  for  clear- 
ance from  the  Monopolies 
Commission  and  Mr  Lang  to 
take  control  of  two  separate 
regional  power  companies. 

National  Power  last 
autumn  launched  a £2.5 
billion  bid  for  Southern  Elec- 
tric, soon  after  PowerGen  un- 
veiled a similar  agreed  deal, 
this  ttmp  worth  £13  billion, 
for  Midlands  Electricity. 

The  takeovers  were 
referred  to  the  MMC  on  toe 
grounds  that  they  would 
bring  together  power  genera- 
tors with  electricity  distribu- 
tion companies  for  toe  first 
time  since  privatisation  in 
1990.  when  the  two  sides  of 
toe  industry  were  deliber- 
ately kept  separate  to  avoid 
vertical  integration. 

Industry  watchdogs  have 
argued  strongly  that  the  bids 
would  harm  consumers  and 
competition.  But  last  week 
leaked  copies  of  toe  commis- 
sion's findings  suggested  that 
the  MMC  was  prepared  to 
allow  toe  deals  to  proceed, 
raising  City  expectations  that 
Mr  Lang  would  endorse  toe 
recommendations. 

The  Southern  Company, 
which  carries  a US  stock  mar- 
turn  to  page  3,  column  6 
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Best  rating  for  year  ends  downward  drift  as  local  elections  near  □ Tax  cut  fails  to  lift  Conservatives 

Labour  hits  opinion  poll  high 


Sketch 
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LABOUR'S  poll  rating 
has  leapt  to  its  high* 
est  level  In  nearly  a 
year,  following  last 
week's  Staffordshire 
South-East  byelection  vic- 
tory. The  result  leaves  the 
Conservatives  facing  an  even 
worse  than  expected  showing 
in  next  month's  local 
elections. 

In  the  latest  Guardian/ICM 
monthly  adjusted  opinion 
survey  Labour  is  on  50  per 
cent  (up  5 points  compared 
with  March),  with  the  Conser- 
vatives 29  (down  2),  Liberal 
Democrats  17  (down  3)  and 
Others  4 (no  change).  Labour's 
lead  over  the  Conservatives 


Other 


Sweet 
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Stephen  Bates  in  Brussels 


has  increased  by  seven  points 
in  a month,  from  14  per  cent 
in  March  to  21  per  cent  in 
April 

The  latest  monthly  poll 
shows  a particularly  sharp 
swing  from  Conservative  to 
Labour  among  women  voters, 

7.5  per  cent,  compared  with  a 

2.5  per  cent  swing  among 
men. 

This  is  the  first  time  that 
Labour  has  scored  50  per  cent 
or  more  since  June  last  year, 
before  John  Major's  re-elec- 
tion as  Conservative  leader 
□arrowed  the  gap  between  the 
parties. 

Labour  is  not  back  to  the 
record  ratings  It  achieved  in 
spring  1995,  but  the  new  high 
ends  a downward  drift  for  the 
party  in  the  polls  since  the 


New  Year. 

The  Conservatives  will  be 
disappointed  that  this 
month's  tax  changes  have  not 
improved  the  party’s  show- 
ing. The  Liberal  Democrats 
have  recorded  their  worst 
showing  this  year. 

Like  all  surveys  taken  im- 
mediately after  a newsworthy 
by  election,  the  latest  figures 
probably  reflect  a post-byelec- 
tion surge  for  the  winning 
party.  However  the  swing 
also  reflects  a bad  month  for 
the  Government,  dominated 

by  the  beef  crisis. 

In  the  less  reliable  unad- 
justed monthly  survey 
Labour  stands  on  56  per  cent 
(up  5).  Conservatives  25 
(down  1),  Liberal  Democrats 
id  (down  4),  others  4 (no 


change).  Labour’s  lead  in  the 
unadjusted  survey  is  31 
points,  compared  with  25  in 
March. 

The  Conservatives  will  take 
comfort  from  Labour's  much 
narrower  lead  on  economic 
policies.  Asked  which  party 
has  the  best  policies  for  deal- 
ing with  the  economy,  voters 
said  Labour  32,  Conservatives 
22,  Liberal  Democrats  5, 
others  1.  with  39  per  cent  un- 
decided. 

Voters  overwhelmingly 
want  Mr  Major  to  call  a gen- 
eral election  if  he  loses  his 
Commons  majority,  now 
standing  at  one  following  last 
week's  byelection. 

If  the  Conservatives  lose 
overall  control  of  the  Com- 
mons. nearly  three-quarters 


of  voters  want  Mr  Major  to 
call  an  election.  Fewer  than 
one  in  six  want  him  to  carry 
on  at  the  head  of  a minority 
regime,  the  course  the  Prime 
Minister  is  thought  to  favour. 
A mere  4 per  cent  favour  a 
Tors’  deal  with  the  Ulster 
Unionists. 

Even  among  Conservative 
voters  a majority  favour  an' 
immediate  general  election  if 
the  majority  is  lost. 

• ICM  interviewed  a random 
sample  of  1,200  adults  aged  18 
and  over  by  telephone  over 
April  12-13.  Interviews  were 
conducted  across  the  country 
and  the  results  have  been 
weighted  to  the. profile  of  all 
i adults. 
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THE  issue  had  engaged 
some  of  the  finest 
minds  in  Europe  for  3 ‘/a 
years  — whether  British 
chocolate  should  in  fact  be 
called  vegelate. 

Opponents  argued  that 
only  pure  chocolate,  that  is 
chocolate  made  only  with 
cocoa  butter,  was  worthy  of 
the  name.  Britain's  finest, 
such  as  Mars  and  KitKat. 
contained  5 per  cent  vegeta- 
ble fat 

A compromise  in  Stras- 
bourg last  night  gave  Brit- 
ain’s confectionary  back  its 
good  name.  Labelling  will 
be  changed  so  that  consum- 
ers can  see  without  reading 
the  small  print  that  they 
are- buying  a product  made 
with  vegetable  oil. 

The  Issue  has  divided 
Europe,  with  the  fine  choc- 
olate specialists  of  France, 
Germany  and  Belgium 
claiming  that  the  version 
used  almost  universally  in 
British  chocolate  bars  Is 
not  fit  to  have  the  name. 

The  British  retaliated  by 
saying  the  vegetable  oil 
makes  the  cbocolate 
harder,  of  more  regular 
quality,  less  prone  to  fatty 
white  spots  — and  less 
likely  to  melt  in  your  hand. 

John  Newman,  director 
of  the  Biscuit,  Cake,  Choco- 
late and  Confectionary  Alli- 
ance in  London,  said:  “We  | 


Chocolate  not  vegelate. . . the  British  product  contains  vegetable  fat,  but  the  compromise  means  ft  can  continue  to  bear  the  name  photograph:  oav®  stuToe 


have  been  defending  this 
since  1973  when  we  joined 
the  Common  Market  and 
gained  an  exemption  for 
our  chocolate. 

“British  chocolate  has  al- 
ways been  made  with  vege- 
table oil  and  it  does  not 
taste  any  different  because 
the  taste  is  provided  by  the 
95  per  cent  which  is  made 
from  cocoa  butter.” 

What  worried  the  cocoa 
bean  supporters  was  the 
prospect  of  British  choco- 


late spreading:  originally 
only  Britain,  Ireland  and 
Denmark  were  allowed  to 
use  vegetable  oil  because 
they  had  traditionally  done 
so  before  joining  the  Com- 
mon Market.  Now  newer 
members  — Portugal,  Aus- 
tria, Sweden  and  Finland  — 
are  claiming  the  right  to 
adulterate  their  chocolate. 
The  Finns  allow  10  per  cent 
in  their  bars  — though  they 
will  have  to  reduce  that 
now. 


Under  single  market 
rules,  now  that  chocolate 
containing  vegetable  oil  is 
allowed  the  name,  other 
member  states  will  not  be 
able  to  exclude  it. 

Supporters  of  the  cocoa  i 
bean  produced  one  last  | 
trump  card:  lobbyists  act- 
ing on  behalf  of  Third  i 
World  producers  such  as 
Brazil,  Cameroon,  Ecuador, 
Ghana,  the  Ivory  Coast  and 
Venezuela  claimed  they 
would  be  put  out  of  busi- 


ness unless  Britain  were 
forced  to  toe  the  line. 

A spokesman  for  the  Co- 
coa Producing  Countries 
Secretariat,  based  in  Brus- 
sels, said:  “For  some 
countries  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely disastrous  if  the  Brit- 
ish practice  spread.  It  could 
reduce  demand  by  200,000 
tonnes  a year. 

“We  are  prepared  to  com- 
promise in  the  labelling 
providing  it’s  large  enough, 
so  that  people  know  it  is 


Philip  Shrimpton.  left,  and  Kevin  Smith,  and  Maureen  Jones,  whom  they  revived 

‘Dead’  woman  revived 


Policemen  shocked  as  diabetic 
stirs  after  collapsing  into  coma 


Martin  Walnwright 

TWO  police  officers  were 
commended  yesterday 
for  reviving  a woman 
who  had  been  declared  dead, 
after  seeing  her  leg  twitch  as 
they  checked  the  bedroom 
where  she  had  collapsed  in  a 
diabetic  coma. 

The  rural  beat  constables  in 
Yorkshire  were  called  in  as  a 
formality  after  Maureen 
Jorfes,  aged  59,  a mother  of 
four,  -had  been  certified  dead 
by  her  family  doctor  In 
Th wring,  near  Great  Driffield. 

North  Yorkshire  health 
authority  has  launched  an 
inquiry  Into  the  incident, 
which  echoed  the  last-minute 
rescue  of  the  Cambridgeshire 
pensioner.  Daphne  Banks, 
whose  feeble  signs  of  life  were 
spotted  by  an  undertaker  in  a 
mortuary. 

Last  night,  Mrs  Jones's 
family  were  getting  over  the 
shock  of  being  told  she  was 
dead.  Her  son  NeiL  aged  39. 
who  round  his  mother 
slumped  on  the  floor  of  her 


| home  and  called  the  doctor, 
said:  “I  still  haven't  got  my 
head  round  it’’ 

Constables  Kevin  Smith 
and  Philip  Shrimpton,  who 
resuscitated  Mrs  Jones,  said 
they  had  been  so  shaken  by 
the  episode  that  neither  had 
wanted  to  drive  their  patrol 
car  back  to  the  police  station. 

They  arrived  at  Mrs  Jones's 
home  in  Tbwing,  less  than 
half  an  hour  after  the  family's 
GP.  Marion  Meeson,  had 
declared  her  dead. 

“The  body  was  lying  free 
down  and  white,  and  it  had 
obviously  been  there  for  some 
time,”  said  PC  Smith,  who 
has  been  in  the  force  for  five 
years.  “Then  the  leg  moved  — 
it  just  jumped  in  the  air.  1 was 
scared  stiff,  never  mind  all 
this  macho  police  stuff.” 

Superintendent  Peter  Wil- 
shaw,  divisional  commander 
of  Humberside  police,  said  PC 
Smith,  aged  31,  and  PC 
Shrimpton,  aged  38,  were 
“good  solid  coppers  who  had 
done  a first  class  job",  PC 
Shrimpton  had  stopped  com- 
forting Mrs  Jones's  family  to 


help  his  colleague  give  heart 
massage  and  clear  her  air- 
ways. When  paramedics  ar- 
rived, her  eyes  were  open  and 
showing  signs  of  recognition 
although  she  was  not  coherent. 

PC  Shrimpton  said:  “After 
the  event  we  just  sat  in  the 
car  ...  so  shaken  that  we 
were  arguing  about  who  was 
going  to  drive  because  nei- 
ther of  us  wanted  to.” 

Mr  Jones's  other  son.  Nigel, 
aged  34,  said  he  had  been  told 
his  mother  had  collapsed  and 
had  rushed  from  his  army 
base  in  Suffolk  expecting  to 
find  her  dead,  only  to  hear 
she  was  alive  in  hospital. 

He  said:  “She  Is  recovering 
well  Her  sugar  level  was 
right  down."  All  his  mother 
could  remember  was  going  to 
bed  on  Sunday  night  then 
waking  up  in  the  hospital. 

The  family  involved  in  the 
earlier  incident  in  Cam* 
brldgeshire  decided  not  to 
make  a complaint  alter  their 
GP,  David  Roberts,  apolo- 
gised. Mrs  Banks,  an  epileptic 
who  took  an  overdose  of 
drugs,  was  seen  moving  as 
she  lay  in  a bodybag  at 
Hinchingbrooke  hospital, 
where  she  was  about  to 
placed  in  a storage  compart- 
ment pending  an  Inquest. 


Simon  Hoggart  # 

I DON’T  fUlly  subscribe  to 
the  depiction  of  Clare  Short 
as  a feminist  martyr  pinned 

on  the  rack  by  Mr  Blair’s  male 

Myrmidons  merely  because  of 
her  remarks  about  tax  last 
weekend. 

Nor  am  1 altogether  happy 
with  the  blunt  “I-speak-as-I- 
find"  image  she  cultivates,  a 
politically  correct  version  of 
the  Duchess  of  York.  There’s 
an  elderly  lady  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood who  rides  her  bike 
down  the  street  speaking  her 
mind  at  the  top  of  her  voice. 
But  you  can’t  do  that  in  a 
shadow  cabinet 
Yet  most  people  are  tremen- 
dously fond  of  Ms  Short  So  am 
I.  Perhaps  attimes  she  is  a 
little  too  eager  to  do  Mr  Blair’s 
more  distasteful  Jobs  for  him, 
actively  helping  to  de-select 
candidates  such  as  Liz  Davies 
who  do  not  fit  the  New  Labour 
template,  but  few  doubt  her 
honesty. 

The  for  left  groupuscule 
Labour  Briefing  describes 
her,  in  the  old  Stalinist 
phrase,  as  “Blair’s  Useful 
Idiot",  but  that  is  preferable  to 
being  another  of  Blair's  Use- 
less Sophisticates. 

Yesterday,  as  Opposition 
transport  spokeswoman,  she 
had  to  lead  in  a debate  on  the 
privatisation  of  Rail  track,  and 
she  did  extremely  well. 

She  rose  to  a huge  cheer 
from  both  sides;  nearly  every* 
one  likes  her,  the  Tories  in 
particular  because  they  think 
she  has  revealed  Labour’s  real 
tax  plans.  Labour  back- 
benchers because  she  is  on 
bad  terms  with  the  leader's 
office. 

(As  one  of  the  Myrmidons 
told  this  paper  the  other  day: 
“She  accepts  that  she  screwed 
up  big-time.”  This  stuff  is  bor- 
rowed from  the  United  States, 
where  political  sidekicks  feel 
obliged  to  talk  about  each 
other  as  if  they  were  rival 
Mafia  consiglierL  We’ll  know 
the  virus  is  terminal  when  we 
hear  the  ultimate  tough-guy 
phrase,  usually  from  spotty 


I First  night 


young  men  who  eouldn  t 
punch  their  way  out  of  a crisp 
packet:  “Blair  cleaned  her 
clock.”) 

She  was  obviously  nervous 
and  when  she  began  speaking 
her. voice  quavered  and  trem- 
bled. But  she  produced  a 
tough,  reasoned  argument 
which  the  Conservatives 

found  hard  to  answer. 

After  n few  moments  she 
smiled  sweetly  and  said:  “I 
would  like  to  say  a few  words 
about  tax."  The  Tories  shuf- 
fled with  pleasure,  hoping  she 
would  dig  a deeper  pit  and 
jump  straight  in iL 

“The  cost  of  privatising  the 
railwavs.”  she  said,  “works 
out  at  £106.38  per  taxpayer, 
equivalent  to  one  penny  on  the 
basic  rate  of  tax." 

There  is  no  answer  to  that, 
and  the  Conservatives  did  not 
provide  one.  Indeed  they  were 
strangely  quiet  throughout 
her  speech,  so  much  so  that  tt 
ended  after  only  20  minutes  — 
wondrously  brief  in  these 
days  of  logorrhoe  tc 
frontbenchers. 

She  made  good  use  of  the 
leaked  letter  from  the  British 
Rail  chairman,  pointing  out 
that  the  Rail  track  notation 
prospectus  is  wildly  optimis- 
tic, and  she  had  amusing  sport 
with  the  ludicrously  small 
amount  provided  for  Railtrack 
to  pay  penalties  to  the  various 
spivs,  foreigners  and  riff-raff 
who  are  taking  over  the  train 
companies. 

A clumsy  metaphor  (“this  is 
like  a vandal  who  is  going  to 
destroy  a monument  asking 
the  caretaker  what  he  will  do 
to  restore  the  monument  after 
he  has  destroyed  if’*)  didn't  do 
too  much  harm,  and  she  even 
gave  some  indication  of  what 
her  party  would  do  in  gov- 
ernment — a rare  sighting  of  a 
Labour  policy.  Apparently 
they  are  going  to  get  the  rail 
regulator  to  grab  hold  of  Rail- 
track’s  generative  organs,  and 
squeeze  them  as  hard  as  they 
can. 

Sir  George  Young,  a good 
man  fallen  among  Tory  minis- 
ters, had  prepared  a speech 
about  taxes.  “Harriet  Harman 
was  endorsed  for  acting  like  a 
Tory,  Ms  Short  rebuked  for 
speaking  like  a socialist."  but 
she  had  already  defused  the 
issue  with  skill,  and  the 
Speaker  told  Sir  George  to  get 
back  to  the  subject  Dawn 
Primarolo  sat  next  to  Labour's 
new  heroine,  and  the  two  girls 
shared  a warm  little  hand- 
cuddle. 


made  with  vegetable  oil 
and  don't  boy  it." 

The  alliance  struck  back 
by  claiming  that  its  vegeta- 
ble oil,  .made  from  shea 
nuts,  was  vital  to  the  econo- 
mies of  even  poorer  Third 
World  countries,  such  as 
Mall  and  Burkina  Faso. 

The  European  Commis- 
sion’s compromise  was  that 
all  vegetable  oils  used  will 
have  to  come  from  develop- 
ing countries  — and  the  la- 
belling must  be  clearer. 


Long  on  detail, 
short  on  focus 


Andrew  Clements 

LSO/TBunThomn 

Barbican 

ROBIN  Holloway’s  Third 
Concerto  For  Orchestra 
— commissioned  by  the 
London  Symphony  Orchestra 
and  given  its  superbly  con- 
fident premiere  In  tte  Barbican 
last  night  under  IVlichael  Til- 
son  Thomas— has  been  a long 
tune  in  the  making.  Hs  origins 
date  bade  23  years  and  it  has 
been  much  anticipated,  not 
least  because  the  Second  Con* 
certo  for  Orchestra  had  been 
the  work  that  at  last  seemed  to 
pun  together  all  the  disparate 
threads  in  Holloway’s  develop- 
ment and  weave  them  into  a 
coherent  and  distinctive  musi- 
callanguage. 

A delight  in  the  sensuous 
complexity  of  orchestral 
sound,  always  one  of 
Holloway's  strongest  suits, 
had  suddenly  been  combined 
with  a rigorous  approach  to 
the  problem  of  a building  a 
large-scale  form.  The 
“Holloway  problem",  that  of  a 
composer  who  sometimes 
seemed  to  adopt  a new  musi- 
cal persona  with  every  major 
work  he  wrote,  seemed  to 
have  been  solved  at  last  So  a 
Third  Concerto  promised  a 
new  synthesis,  another 
chance  to  reassess. 

Certainly  the  language  of 
the  new  piece  is  coherent  and 
personal.  For  all  its  nods 
towards  influences — Tippett 
and  Sibelius,  Stravinsky  and 
Ravel  Bruckner  and  Wagner 
— it  never  seems  like  pas- 
tiche, while  the  aural  imagina- 
tion. the  treatment  of  the 
orchestra  is  vlrtuosic. 

Like  the  Second  Concerto  it 
began  with  an  impression  of 


place,  evoking  images  of 
I South  America. 

In  his  programme  note 
Holloway  defines  the  four-sety 
don  work  as  "athematic,  con- 
I cemed  only  with  organising 
its  shifting  textures  into  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  momentum, 

, journey,  arrival".  It  is  a 
strange  claim,  for  the  whole 
structure  seems  to  be  full  of 
thematic  working,  of  blocks  of 
material  presented,  then 
developed  and  elaborated. 

Everything  in  the  work 
stems  from  the  clutch  of  ideas 
that  well  up  in  the  opening 
moments.  The  rest  of  the  open- 
ing section  starts  to  nurture 
and  expand  upon  them  In  a 
series  of  waves.  The  second 
section  is  a chaconne,  a devel- 
opment across  42  variations  of 
a row  of  musical  “objects”, 
stretching  out  what  had  been 
compacted  in  the  opening  sec- 
tion, and.  landing  upon  a gi- 
gantic climax.  The  third  sec- 
tion, gradually  picking  up 
speed  and  then  slipping  back 
Into  uncertainty  seems  the 
nearest  thing  to  programme 
music  in  the  work,  while  the 
finale  is  a giant  dance,  relent- 
less and  cumulative,  pulling 
together  elements  from  earlier 
sections  and  piling  them  into 
a final  devastating  chord. 

The  scheme  is  ambitious; 
the  concerto  lasts  45  minutes. 
But  too  often  the  welter  of  de- 
tail, the  proliferating  lines,  the 
skeins  of  melody  carry  so 
much  information  that  sepa- 
rating what  is  important  from 
passing  decoration  is  almost 
impossible.  Fewer  notes  and 
more  sharply  focused  Ideas 
might  have  made  it  more  pur- 
poseful and  effective,  and  a 
more  worthy  follow  up  to  its 
superb  predecessor. 

This  review  appeared  in 
later  editions  yesterday. 


Blair  told  schools  need 
£3bn  if  Labour  wins  power 


John  Carvel 


LABOUR  leader  Tony  Blair 
was  told  last  night  that  a 
Labour  government  would 
have  to  increase  education 
spending  by  at  least  £3  billion 
a year  immediately  on  taking 
office  if  it  wanted  to  combat 
“disgraceful'’  levels  of  illiter- 
acy and  the  crisis  of  under- 
achievement  in  schools. 


Sir  Claus  Moser,  former 
senior  civil  servant,  said 
Labour  should  give  “unques- 
tioned priority"  in  its  first  two 
years  to  assisting  nursery  and 
primary  education  and  improv- 
ing the  status  of  teachers. 

David  Blunkett  shadow  edu- 
cation secretary,  welcomed  Sir 
Claus's  criticism  of  the  Govern- 
ment but  sidestepped  the  de- 
mand for  an  immediate  cash 
intection. 
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P°^ce  promise  to  meet  force  with  force  in  outbreak  of  street  violence 


Threat  to  Tory  MPs’  hopes  of  pre-election  bonanza 

IMF  warns  Clarke 
against  tax  cuts 


Larry  ElBott,  and 
Sarah  Byte  in  Washington 


Caroline  Kennedy  leaving  her  home  in  a police  car  yesterday  after  the  shooting  of  her  partner,  PC  Stephen  Hardy,  on  Tuesday  night 
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Pttter  Hethttrington 

and  Stephen  Lyle 


lOLICE  in  Merseyside. 
Pyesterday  promised  -to 
fight  armed'  criminals 
in  Liverpool  with  force  after  a 
constable  was  gunned  down 
in  his  home  by  two  masked 
men  — the  fifth  shooting  in 
the  city  since  Saturday. 

Chief  Constable  Jim  Shar- 
pies warned  that  weapons 
were  increasingly  becoming  a 
“fashion  accessory”  for  crimi-. 
nals  in  the  area,  who  settled 
disputes  with  a gun. 

Mystery  last  night  sur- 
rounded the  attack  on  PC 
Stephen-  Hardy,  aged  26, 
whose  condition  in  hospital 
was  described  as  “serious  but 
stable”  after  surgery- 
Armed  men  burst  into  the 
house  the  constable  shares 
with  his  girlfriend,  Caroline 
Kennedy,  at  11pm  on  Tuesday 
and  ordered  them  to  lie  on  the 
floor.  The  26-year-old  police- 
man, who  had  tried  to  dial 
B99,  was  shot  at  close  range  in 
both  legs  and  his  right  arm 
while  the  couple's  one-year- 
old  son  lay  in  a bedroomu 
The  shooting  could  marie  a 


THE  International 
Monetary  Fund  last 
night  told  the  Chan- 
cellor, Kenneth 
Clarke,  that  a tax-cutting 
bonanza  in  this  year's  budget 
was  out  of  the  question  and 
Joined  the  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England  in  predicting 
that  interest  rates  may  have 
reached  a trough. 

Threatening  hopes  among 
Conservative  backbenchers  of 
cheaper  borrowing  and  vote- 
winning  tax  cuts  in  the  run- 
up to  the  General  Election, 
the  IMF  said  the  delay  in 
repairing  Britain's  public 
finances  ruled  out  a budget 
giveaway  while  interest-rate 
cuts  risked  higher  inflation. 

Eddie  George,  the  Governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  used 
fresh  signs  yesterday  that  the 
economy  may  be  strengthen- 
ing to  issue  his  own  warning 
to  Mr  Clarke  about  the  risks 
of  higher  inflation  in  the 
pipeline. 

Mr  George  said  in  a speech 
in  Nottinghamshire  that  he 
would  be  “watching  very  care- 
fully” to  ensure  that  the  Gov- 
ernment’s 2^  per  cent  inflation 
target  was  not  Jeopardised  — 
and  scoffed  at  commentators 
who  have  been  proclaiming 
the  death  of  inflation. 

“I  fear  such  reports  are  as 
premature  as  those  of  Marie 
Twain.”  Mr  George  said. 
‘Inflation  certainly  won’t 
stay  dead  of  its  own  accord.” 

Government  figures 
released  yesterday  showed 
that  seasonally-adjusted 
unemployment  fell  by  almost 


26,000  to  2^88,000  last  month, 
while  annual  growth  In  earn- 
ings nudged  up  in  February 
to  &2S  per  cent  — the  first 
increase  In  eight  months. 

With  the  Bank  of  England 
concerned  that  lower  interest 
rates,  tax  cuts  and  windfall 
gains  from  building  society 
mergers  could  stoke  up  con- 
sumer spending.  Mr  George 
underlined  the  point  he  had 
made  in  his  monthly  mone- 
tary meeting  with  the 
Chancellor  in  early  March. 

The  two  men  agreed  to  cut 
rates  to  6 per  cent,  but  the 
release  of  the  minutes  yester- 


Eddie  George,  the 
Bank  of  England's 
Governor,  issues 
his  own  warning 
about  inflation 


day  reveal  that  Mr  George 
had  said  (here  was  “a  possi- 
bility that  rates  would  have  to 
be  raised  again  at  some  point 
further  ahead”. 

Mr  Clarke  stressed  he  stood 
ready  to  put  interest  rates  up 
later  this  year  if  necessary, 
but  added  that  he  would  also 
cut  borrowing  costs  if  the 
economy  remained  weak. 

The  IMF’s  World  Economic 
Outlook,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  Washington  yester- 
day. said  that  Britain  had 
benefited  from  falling  out  of 
the  Exchange  Rate  Mecha- 
nism in  September  1992  — 
recording  stronger  growth 
than  those  countries  closely 


linked  to  the  German  mark  — 
but  predicted  sluggish  growth 
this  year  of  2Jper  cent,  fol- 
lowed by  2.7  percent  in  1997. 

This  would  be  in  line  with 
or  ahead  of  the  Group  of 
Seven  average,  which  the 
IMF  forecast  at  2.9  per  cent 
and  2.6  per  cent  respectively. 

The  IMF’s  chief  economist, 
Michael  Mussa,  said  that  Brit- 
ain’s exports  had  performed 
better  than  would  otherwise 
have  been  anticipated  partly 
as  a result  of  a depreciation  In 
the  pound  that  had  not  been 
cancelled  out  by  an 
anticipated  rise  in  inflation. 

But  while  the  IMF  acknowl- 
edged that  the  recent  easing 
of  monetary  policy  in  Britain 
was  the  “appropriate” 
reaction  to  the  slowdown  In 
growth  in  1996,  it  warned  that 
there  was  no  room  for  further 
relaxation  via  a cut  In  base 
rates. 

Graham  Hacche,  an  IMF 
economist,  said:  “We  take  die 
view  that  the  current  rate  is 
about  right  now,  but  that  fur- 
ther easing  would  not  be  a 
good  option.  That  is  not  to  say 
that  rates  should  be  raised 
right  now." 

The  IMF’s  general  warning 
about  cutting  budget  deficits 
was  extended  to  Britain. 

Officials  said  that  Britain 
was  doing  better  than  many 
other  western  European 
countries  in  terms  of  keeping 
a grip  on  its  public  flrumrum, 
but  warned  that  there  was  no 
scope  for  the  sort  of  cuts  that 
the  Chancellor  would  want  to 
make  before  the  election. 


Leader  comment,  page  fl; 
Notebook,  iMg*  lit  IMF 
for  cute,  pago  12 


Power  merger  mooted 


1 Saturday 

Three  men  shot  in  ■&» 
legs,  Glasshouse  pub, 
Edge  Lane.  . , 

2 Sunday 

Oflvs  Laris,  Wmertree 
- pregnant  women . 
escaped  unhurt  after 
her  house  shot  at  : 


3.  Ttteeday 
12.15am:  Peel  Road, 
Bootie. man  shotin 
legs. 

4 Tuesday  l-SOam: 
Gkflow  Road  South. 
Liverpool,  man  shot  In 

leg s. 

5 Tuesday 

PC  Stepfwrt  Hanjy 
dragged  from  bed  and 
shotin  am  and  leg, 
Stowbridge  Close.  Croxtoth  Park. 


further  escalation  In  the 
battle  between  two  rival 
drugs  gangs  for  territory  in 
the  city  following  the  murder 
of  David  Ungi,  a well-known 
gangland  figure,  last  May. 
This  led  to  armed  police 
adopting  a high  profile. 

Detectives  believe  PC 
Hardy,  whose  girlfriend  was 
under  phlice  protection  last 
night,  could  have  been  the 
victim  of  mistaken  identity. 

Yesterday  neighbours  on 
the  modern  estate  where  the 
couple  live  spoke  of  “unusual 
activity”  at  a house  two  doors 


away,  with  rumours  of  drug 
dealing  among  a group  of 
young  people  in  their  20s. 
They  apparently  left  two 
weeks  ago.  One  nelghour 
said:  “People  would  come  and 
go  all  the  time  and  big  cars 
would  arrive  at  all  hours  of 
the  night  It  could  be  someone 
picked  the  wrong  house.” 

Mr  Sharpies  did  not  rule  out 
a theory  that  the  injured  man 
bad  upset  criminal  elements, 
although  the  PC  was  sot  con- 
nected with  any  major  police 
investigation.  He  added:  "It 
baffles  the  Imagination  to 


Stephen  Hardy:  Shotin 
both  legs  and  right  arm 

think  they  can  walk  into  the 
homes  of  people,  masked  and 
armed  with  weapons.”  . 

_He  warned  that  .armed  offi- 
cers would  *resp6nd  Twith 
force”  if  confronted  by  crimi- 
nals. While  acknowledging 
that  violence  on  the  streets 
was  continuing  after  Mr 
Ungi’s  assassination,  and  a 
string  of  apparent  tit-for-tat 
shootings  which  followed,  he 
said  police  were  achieving 
successes,  with  large-scale 
weapons  seizures  and  a con- 
siderable number  of  people 
arrested  for  firearms  offences 
over  the  past  18  months. 

The  current  violence  began 
last  Saturday  when  three 
men,  one  in  his  early  20s  the 
others  in  their  early  80s,  were 
shot  in  the  legs  ata  pub  in  the 
Old  Swan  area  of  the  city.  The 
following  day  a gunman  fired 
shots  at  a house  in  Wsmtree. 

At  12.16am  on  Tuesday, 
police  say  four  or  five  men 
burst  into  a house  in  Bootle 
and  shot  a man  in  his  20s  in 
the  lags.  An  hour  later  three 
men  burst  into  a house  in  the 
Old  Swan  area  and  shot  a 
man  in  the  legs.  Both  men 
were  seriously  injured. 

Paul  Stephenson,  Director 


Lebanon’s  PM  says  Hizbullah 
‘disarmed  when  occupiers  leave’ 


Ian  Black  in  London  and 
Derek  Brown  In  Metulla 


LEBANON  is  demanding 
an  end  to  Israel’s  occu- 
pation of  the  country's 
south  and  will  only  move  to 
disarm  Hizbullah  guerrillas 
when  Israeli  forces  leave,  the 
prime  minister,  Rafik  al- 
Hariri,  said  yesterday. 

As  Israeli  air  and  artillery 
attacks  and  Hizbullah 
rocket  salvoes  — . continued 
for  the  seventh  consecutive 

day.  Mr  Hariri  said  after  talks 
with  the  Prime  Minister. 
John  Major,  in  Downing 
Street  that  tie  preferred  a 
French  proposal  for  a cease- 
fire to  one  put  forward  by  the 
United  States  — but  hoped 
that  both  could  be  combined. 
Hizbullah  reelected  the  US 
peace  proposal  as  “suicide”. 
The  French  plan  calls  for 


commitments  by  Israel,  Leba- 
non and  Hizbullah  not  to 
attack  civilian  populations. 
The  US  plan  does  not  include 
a reference  to  United  Nations 
resolution  425,  passed  in  1978 
to  demand  Israeli  withdrawal 
from  the  south  where  it  con- 
trols a border  “security 
zone”,  -while  insisting  it  has 
no  long-term  territorial 
ambitions. 

Mr  Harirf  was-  in  London 
trying  to  mobilise  interna- 
tional- support  after  initial 
reluctance . by  Britain  and 
European  countries  to  con- 
demn Israeli  raids  because  of 
their  backing  for  the  Middle 
East  peace  process. 

He  actonriedged  that  be 

had  differences  withHizbullah. 
— a.  radical  Sbi'rte  Muslim 
organisation  — but  refused  to 
be  drawn  on  the  rate  of  Iran 
and  Syria  in  encouraging  the 
guerrilla  attacks. 


“Hizbullah  should  be  dis- 
armed but  doing  this  now  will 
make  It  look  as  if  we  - are 
facilitating  occupation  by 
Israel,”  Mr  Hariri  said.  “Is- 
rael is  asking  us  to  be  a 
traitor.  We  will  never  do  it” 

Speaking  at  a press  confer- 
ence — from  which  two 
Israeli  journalists  were 
ejected  — Lebanon's  prime 
minister  insisted  that  the 
offensive  had  not  halted 
attacks  on  northern  Israel, 
where  Katyusha  rockets  have 
wounded  48  people. 

United  Nations  peacekeep- 
ing troops  in  the  area  said  Is- 
raeli jets  launched  about  55 
raids  on  south  Lebanon  vil- 
lages and  gunners  pounded 
them  with  600  shells  by 

«feh*fan. 

Three  people  were  killed  in 
the  bombardment  and  nine 
were  wounded,  including  four 
guerrillas,  bringing  to  34  dead 
and  152  wounded  the  casual- 
ties since  the  start  of  the  Is- 
raeli campaign.  “Operation 
Chapes  of  Wrath”. 

Israel’s  prime  minister. 


Shimon  Peres,  said  he  was 
holding  out  for  a written  doc- 
ument as  opposed  to  verbal 
understandings  that  ended 
similar  Israeli  strikes  against 
the  guerrillas  in  July  1993. 

“We  don't  want  to  raise 
expectations,”  Mr  Peres  said 
during  a tour  of  northern 
Israel.  “We  cannot  expect 
from  this  campaign  a solution 
to  all  the  problems." 

Despite  the  offensive,  Mr 
Peres  is  to  meet  Yasser  Ara- 
fat the  leader  of  the  Palestine 
Liberation  Organisation 
(PLO),  in  Gaza  today. 

In  Paris.  President  Jacques 
Chirac  told  a cabinet  meeting 
he  had  telephoned  the  presi- 
dent of  file  European  Com- 
mission. Jacques  Santer.  to 
request  urgent  European 
Union  aid  for  Lebanese 
civilians. 

Salvoes  of  Katyusha  rockets 
yesterday  landed  in  western 
Galilee  mid  in  the  Galilee  pan- 
handle. close  to  the  Lebanon 
border,  but  Israel’s  onslaught 
was  restricted  by  exceptional- 
ly low  cloud. 


■ 


She  is  too  nice  ever  to  say  that  the  only  way  for  a 
woman  to  have  an  active  political  life  is  to  stay  single, 
but  it  is  glaringly  obvious  that  she  herself  has  benefited 
from  her  own  wise  decision.  She  was  the  role  model 
I never  lived  up  to  and  so  naturally  I hated  her. 


Maureen  Freely  G2  page  4 


David  Ungi:  Series  of 
shootings  followed  murder 

of  Operations  for  Merseyside 
Police,  described  the  shoot- 
ings as  "reckless  and  esifona 
ads  of  barbarians”: 

: After  Datf4  Ungi's  murder 
police  began  high-profile 
armed-patrols,  with  Mr  Shar- 
pies promising  to  meet  force 
with  force. 


continued  from  page  1 
ket  valuation  of  $16  billion 
(£10.5  billion),  was  forced  to 
go  public  on  its  approach  to 
National  Power  after  at- 
tempts to  line  up  $12  billion  of 
financing  for  the  deal  leaked 
to  the  market  late  on  Monday. 
Executives  from  the  two  com- 
panies held  hasty  talks  the 
same  night. 

In  a statement  yesterday. 
Southern  made  it  clear  that  it 
wanted  to  "combine"  its  busi- 
ness with  National  Power, 
which  controls  25- per  cent  df 
the  British  generation  mar- 
ket But  it  stressed  that  an 
approach  would  depend  on 
the  Government’s  final  deci- 


sion on  National  Power  and 
PowerGen’s  own  bid  moves. 

National  Power,  whose 
shares  shot  up  56. 5p  to  578p 
on  expectation  of  the  hid  and 
a bonanza  for  investors, 
instructed  its  shareholders  to 
take  no  action. 

City  analysts  estimated  that 
the  US  company  would  be 
forced  to  pay  up  to  750p  a 
share  to  take  control  of  a com- 
pany which  would  value  a bid 
at  at  least  £8.5  billion. 

In  the  City  the  Immediate 
consensus  was  that  a foreign 
bid  for  one  of  the  generators 
would  force  Mr  Lang  to  exer- 
cise his  golden  share  in  the 
company,  which  forbids  any 


predator  building  a stake  of 
more  than  15  per  cent 

But  some  observers  sug- 
gested that  Mr  Lang  would  be 
hard-pressed  to  draw  a line 
were  he  to  give  tite  green  light 
to  National  Power  and  Power- 
Gen’s  own  expansion  plans. 

Labour  last  night  warned  of 
the  “ad  hoc  restructuring’'  of 
the  electricity  industry  and 
called  for  new  safeguards  far 
consumers.  The  Consumers' 
Association  warned  that  the 
power  industry  could  soon  be 
reduced  to  three  or  four 
super-utilities.  "Competition 
in  the  market  place  would 
then  be  diluted  rather  than 
increased,"  a spokesman  said. 
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Publisher 
drops  book 
by  ‘proud 
racist’ 


Gary  Youngs 


A BOOK  which  claims 
black  people  are  less 
intelligent  than 
whites  was  with- 
drawn from  publication  yes- 
terday by  its  publisher ,«which 
branded  the  views  of  the 
author  as  repellent 
The  book  — The  g Factor, 
General  Intelligence  and  its 
Implications  — by  Christo- 
pher Brand,  a psychology  lec- 
turer at  Edinburgh  universi- 
ty, was  to  be  published  today 
by  John  Wiley  & Sons. 

Promising  what  seemed  to 
be  a carbon  copy  of  the  furore 
which  greeted  Charles  Mur- 
ray's and  Richard  Herrn- 
stein's  book.  The  Bell  Curve, 
two  years  ago.  the  publisher 
last  week  hailed  the  book  as  a 
“well  argued,  critical  review'1 
by  a man  “well  known  for  his 
contributions  to  research  and 
debate  on  intelligence  and 
personality”. 

But  yesterday  the  company 
said:  “The  management  does 
not  want  to  support  these 
views  by  disseminating  them 
or  be  associated  with  a book 
that  makes  assertions  that  we 
find  repellent” 

It  said  the  decision  had  been 
prompted  by  remarks  Mr 
Brand  had  made  in  the  press 
in  which  he  had  rfaimprf  that 
single  mothers  should  be  en- 
couraged to  mate  with  higher 
IQ  males  in  order  to  widen  die 
gene  pool  cf  their  offspring 
with  some  intelligent  fore- 
bears. “They  should  be  en- 
couraged to  have  sex  with 
higher  IQ  boys.  We  could 


§ Factor 


teach  these  girls  that  it  would 
be  highly  advantageous."  he 
said  at  tiie  weekend.  - 

“I  am  perfectly  proud  to  be 
a racist  in  the  scientific 
sense.  It  is  scientific  fact  that 
black  Americans  are  less  in- 
telligent than  white 
Americans.” 

Mr  Brand  yesterday  stood 
by  his  views  and  said  he  was 
contemplating  suing  the  pub- 
lishers. “They’re  cowards  and 
they’re  stupid.  They  have  sat 
on  this  book  for  about  a year. 
This  is  just  another  sign  of 
the  PC  [political  correctness] 
Infection.  I am  taking  legal 
advice  and  considering  suing 
them  for  breach  of  contract" 

Asked  whether  he  thought 
black  people  did  have  lower 
IQs.  Mr  Brand  laughed.  “I 
don’t  believe  you  are  seri- 
ously asking  me  that,”  he 
said.  “You  won't  find  any  psy- 
chologist of  any  repute  who 
has  anything  different 
since  fee  turn  of  the  century." 

Wiley  & Sons  admitted  Mr 
Brand  had  signed  the  con- 
tract “about  a year  ago”.  “We 
publish  about  L200  books  a 
year  and  it  is  not  the  policy  of 
senior  management  to  closely 
scrutinise  them,”  a spokes- 
woman said. 

Yet  last  week  the  company 
issued  a press  release  prais- 
ing the  book  and  inviting 
journalists  to  interview  Mr 
Brand  in  London. 

"The  g Factor  gives  a con- 
cise, accessible  and  critical 
review  of  the  scientific  evi- 
dence and  addresses  the  fun- 
damental Questions  about  in- 
telligence In  a challenging, 

| but  well  argued,  manner 
which  will  both  inform  and 
provoke  discussion,”  it  said. 

Some  psychlogists  have 
criticised  the  pubisher’s  deci- 
sion. “This  represents  one  of 
my  worst  fears.  An  attempt  to 
, stifle  all  intellectual  free- 
dom,” said  Walter  Furneaux, 
professor  of  psychology  at 
Brunei  university.  He  said 
there  was  nothing  new  in  Mr 
Brand's  theories. 

But  others,  like  Michael 
Howe,  professor  of  psycfaol- 
I ogy  at  Exeter  university,  be- 
lieve Mr  Brand’s  views  are 
not  only  dangerous  but 
wrong.  He  said:  “It  is  true 
that  certain  groups  score  less 
I well  in  IQ  testing  than  others, 
but  a score  doesn’t  assess  the 
fundamental  quality  cf  a per- 
son — indeed,  the  nature  of 
the  tests  themselves  says  a lot 
about  expectations." 


Baraaby  Reynolds  at  Lancing.  West  Sussex,  preparing  his  ‘sidewalk  cinema'  of  mannequins  for  exhibition  in  Germany,  London  and  New  York 
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Brussels  insists  beef  ban  stays  Lab  help  sought 

until  UK  has  plan  to  end  BSE  inUSbombcase 


British  legal  challenge  ‘will  take 
months’  as  confusion  continues 


John  Palmer  hi  Strasbourg 
and  Stephen  Bates 
in  Brussels 


THE  European  Commis- 
sion last  night  refused 
to  lift  the  world-wide 
ban  on  the  sale  of  British  beef 
until  the  Government  pro- 
vides details  of  a comprehen- 
sive plan  for  eradicating  BSE. 

Speaking  to  journalists  in 
Strasbourg  yesterday,  the 
Farm  Commissioner,  Franz 
Fishier,  said:  “The  ball  is  still 
in  the  British  court” 

Mr  Fischler  later  told  mem- 
bers of  the  European  Parlia- 


ment that  he  expected  foe 
Agriculture  Minister,  Doug- 
las Hogg,  to  present  him  in 
Brussels  next  week  with  a 
strategy,  including  proposals 
for  culling.  These  proposals 
will  then  be  considered  by 
veterinary  experts  from  all  IS 
EU  member  states  before 
being  discussed  by  agricul- 
tural ministers  in  Luxem- 
bourg on  April  30. 

The  Government's  decision 
to  challenge  the  commission’s 
beef  ban  in  the  European 
Court  of  Justice  is  unlikely  to 
bring  swift  action.  European 
Court  officials  in  Luxem- 
bourg last  night  predicted 


that  it  could  take  up  to  10  1 
months  to  secure  even  a “test 
track”  ruling. 

In  Brussels,  there  was  con- 1 
fusion  about  file  legal  basis  I 
on  which  the  commission  had 
imposed  the  ban.  Officials 
were  unable  to  cite  any  pro  vi- 
sions in  the  Treaty  of  Rome.  , 

Spokesmen  attempted  to 
rlahn  that  Mr  Santar  had. 
been  misquoted  when,  he  said 
he  would  be  prepared  to  eat 
British  beef  Such  statements 
by  him  and  Mr  Fischler  | 
undermine  the  European  case  j 
that  the  ban  was  because  the 
beef  is  a danger  to  health. 

Asked  in  an  interview  with 
an  Austrian  journalist 
whether  he  would  eat  beef  in 
London,  Mr  Santer  replied:  “I 
would  not  worry  about  it.  If ! 
Mr  Fischler  as  the  expert  res- 
ponsible follows  fills  line.  1 
would  want  to  contribute  in  i 
order  to  restore  confidence." 

European  lawyers  hold 
there  is  no  legal  basis  fix* *  the 
ban.  The  commission  argues 
it  was  necessary  to  prevent 
meat  being  reimported  into  I 
the  EU  from  third  countries.  I 


A spokesman 

m|i^;  ‘"The  main  concern. was 
to  protect  consumers’  inter- 
ests and  public  health.” 

• A urine  test  which  could 
show  whether  cattle  are  incu- 
bating BSE  is  to  be  consid- 
ered by  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture years  after  it  was 
developed,  writes  Paul  Brown. 

John  Bourne,  Director* of 
the  Institute  of  Animal 
Health,  told  MPs  on  file  agri- 
culture select  committee  that 
he  still  doubted  whether  the 
test  would  work,  but  he  was 
prepared  to  check  iL  Dr  Har- 
ash  Narang,  who  developed 
the  test,  would  be  involved. 

■ Dr  Stephen  Dealler,  from 
Burnley  General  Hospital, 
clashed  with  the  Chief  Veteri- 
nary Officer,  Keith  Meldrum, 
when  he  said  he  believed  the 
disease  was  now  being  passed 
from  cows  to  calves.  Mr  Mel- 
drmn  insisted  that  only  cows 
fed  infected  feed  had  caught 
BSE.  Dr  Dealler’s  work  was 
endorsed  by  Professor  John 
Pattis  on,  chairman  of  the 
Spongiform  Encephalopathy 
Advisory  Committee. 


Ian  Katz  in  Oklahoma  City 


LAWYERS  for  Timothy 
McVeigh,  prime  suspect 
in  the  Oklahoma  City 
bombing,  have  sought  the 
help  of  a Scottish  forensic  lab- 
oratory to  prove  that  the  Gulf 
war  veteran  did  not  plant  the 
truck  bomb  which  killed  168 
people  a year  ago  tomorrow. 

Stephen  Jones,  the  Okla- 
homa attorney  representing 
McVeigh,  says  the  judge  hear- 
ing the  bombing  case  has 
agreed  to  provide  public  fund- 
ing to  hire  the  Lothian  and 
Bordets  police  forensic  lab- 
oratory to  examine  debris 
from  the  blast  and  reports  by 
US  forensic  scientists. 

He  said  he  approched  the 
laboratory  because  it  had 
worked  on  the  Lockerbie  di- 
saster, and  one  of  its  scien- 
tists bad  extensive  experience 
with  bombings  in  - Northern 
Ireland.  He  claimed  that  the 
FBI  laboratory  was  too 
closely  linked  to  the  agents 
who  investigated  the  bomb- , 
mg.  “I  wanted  a real  honest- ' 


to-God  police  laboratory,  not 
a whore.”  he  said. 

Mr  Jones  has  also  enlisted 
the  help  of  Thomas  Marshall, 
who  served  for  three  decades 
as  Northern  Ireland's  state 
pathologist  and  is  regarded  as 
Britain's  leading  expert  on 
hmnMng  flpathg-  Prof  Mar- 
shall confirmed  he  had  agreed 
to  review  material  relating  to 
the  bodies  found  in  the  Mur- 
rah  Building  “Just  to  see  if 
everything  holds  water”. 

• The  seven  forensic  labora- 
tories in  England  have  been 
taken  over  by  the  Forensic 
Science  Service,  a “next-step” 
agency  set  up  under  the  Gov- 
ernment's “marketisation” 
policy.  It  has  been  contracted 
to  investigate  a number  of 
high  profile  foreign  cases. 

The  policy  aT  the  Lothian 
and  Borders  laboratory  on  ac- 
cepting outside  work  is  un- 
clear. A police  spokeswoman 
said  no  decision  had  been 
taken  on  whether  the  labora- 
tory would  get  involved  in  the 
McVeigh  case. 
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Discovery  of 
gene  could 
detect  risk 
of  asthma 
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Gas  Giant: 

Mean  distance  from 
the  Sun:  778m  Ion. 
So  large,  all  the 
other  panots  In  the 
solar  system  would 
fit  into  IL 
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MeiBcal  Correspondent 


THE  recent  finding  of  a 
gene  which  contributes  to 
asthma  could  lead  to  a screen- 
ing programme  to  detect 
babies  more  at  risk  of  the  ill- 
ness, doctors  say  today. 

If  such  infants  could  be 
identified  it  might  be  possible 
to  limit  their  exposure  to 
agents  in  the  environment 
which  trigger  asthma,  such  as 
house  dust  mites,  and  thereby 
protect  them  from  developing 
the  condition. 

John  Morrison  and  col- 
leagues, from  St  James’s  hos- 
pital, Leeds,  have  been  look- 
ing at  a gene  which  produces 
a defence  chemical  called 
tumour  necrosis  factor  (TNF)- 
They  studied  600  people  and 
found  that  those  with  asthma 
had  a variation  of  thi«  gene 
which  produced  an  overdose 
of  TNF.  It  is  the  over-produc- 
tion of  defence  system  chemi- 
cals that  is  one  of  the  basic 
causes  cf  asthma,  because  the 
body  overreacts  to  environ- 
mental stimuli 
Dr  Morrison,  a chest  physi- 
cian researching  into  asthma, 
said:  “We  have  preliminary 
evidence  that  this  particular 
molecule  may  be  a part  of  the 
jigsaw.  It  may  be  part  of  what 
predisposes  people  to  asthma. 

“There  is  a variation  in  the 
control  part  of  the  gene,  so 
that  if  there  is  a stimulus  they 
get  more  TNF.  In  effect  they 
are  getting  an  overdose."  This 
is  not  the  gene  which  causes 
asthma,  but  it  may  be  part  of 
the  predisposition.” 

The  Leeds  team  hopes  to 
build  on  work  by  Stephen 
Holgate  and  colleagues  at 
ho 
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Red  hot  planet 

51  Pegasi  is  3 planet 
about  hsll  the  mr.-ss  ol 
Jupiter.  A planet  this 
size  should  not  be  able 
to  survive  so  close  lo  a 
star.  Usually,  planets 
this  big  are  gas  giants' 
orbiting  turlher  away 
from  their  star. 

Anything  closer  is 
generally  just  the  burnt 
cinder  of  one  of  these 
giants  with  all  the  dust  . 
gas  and  ice  burned  off. 
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The  Guardian  Thursday  April  18 1996 
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^ivorce  settlement  will  barely  cover  lavish  ‘royalMifestyle^ivel^haudha^^eiport^ 


News  in  brief 
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Downhill  all  the  way  at  Megeve  in  tbe  French  Alps 
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On  the  piste  again,  this  time  in  fashionable  Kiostera 


Wrapped  up  against  the  cold  during;  a trip  to  Merlbel 


Can  duchess  get  by 
on  a mere  £500,000? 

THE  Duchess  of  York 
may  be  coping  with  the 
twists  and  turns  on  the 
slopes  of  Verbier. 


THE  Duchess  of  York 
may  be  coping  with  the 
twists  and  turns  on  the 
slopes  of  Verbier. 
where  she  is  on  a skiing  holi- 
day, but  feces  far  greater  hur- 
dles once  her  divorce  is 
complete. 

Few  observers  believe  that 
the  £2  million  settlement, 
£500,000  of  which  has  been  set 
aside  far  the  duchess,  will  be 
sufficexrt  to  keep  her  in  the 
lavish  lifestyle  she.  has  be- 
come accustomed  to. 

The  author  Phillip  Hall, 
who  has  made  a study  of  the 
monarchy’s  firamppg  rlfllm/c 
that  the  settlement  is  “very 
low"  and  that  rt  might  con- 
tain other  components  which 
have  not  been  publicised. ' - 
"Given  the  Duke  of  York’s 
money,  given  the  Queen’s 
money.  Sven  royal  concern 
that  she  doesn't  sell  her  story, 
it  doesn't  seem  to  addup. 

“She  may  already  have 
signed  things  to  say  she  won’t 
tell  her  story,  but  there  must 
be  temptations  . . . and  if  she 
has  a fraction  of  the  bitter- 
ness of  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
she  may  feel  an  element  of 
justification  In  putting'  her 
side  of  the  story  and  getting , 
paid  for  it 

"From  all  accounts  £500,000. 
would  not  keep  her  far  a year,  | 
so  I think  maybe  it’s  part  of  a ! 
bigger  picture  and  there's 
something  else  provided.” 

Reports  of  the  . duchess’s 
massive  debts  and  spendthrift 
lifestyle  first  appered  in  Janu- 
ary when  she  was  said  to 
have  run  up  an  overdraft  of  £1 
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Later  report's  suggested 
that  her  debts  could  be  up  to 
©million.  - 

A breakdown  of  her  expen- 


Trips  here 
and  there 


□ August  1994.  The  Duch- 
ess borrowed  around 
£100,000  to  take  her  entou- 
rage to  the  Cdte  d'Azur  for 
six  weeks.  Writs  were 
issued  agprinst  her  for  the 
return  of  the  money  - 

□ January  1996.  Trip  to 
Washington,  where  she 

hired  a£lf400-a-xiight8iilte. 
Then  three  nights  In  New 
York  at  another  five-star 
hotel  for  £4,200.  Entire  cost 
estimated  at  £20,000. 
a March  1996.  Trip  to 
Qatar  for  a 29-mile  horse 
race  with  a . £60,000  first 
prize.  Came  25th  out  of  42. 
-□  March  1996.  Trip  to 
Miami  to  vl«lt  fmmig  playar 

Thomas  Muster. 

□ March  1996.  Trip  to  Par- 
adise island,  Bahamas,  for 
around  £500  a night. 

□ Currently  on  "modest” 
Ririiug  holiday  in  Verbier. 


dtture  showed  that  she  spent 
£384 ,000  on  staffing  — a but- 
ler. cook,  nanny;  gardener, 
cleaner,  dresser,  lady-in-wait- 
ing, and  two  personal 
assistants. 

In  U995.sbe  spent  £80,000  on 
clothing,  gifts,  and  social  eve- 
nings! and  another.  £52,000  on 
partial  Her  annual  rent  is 
about  £72,000. 

Her  income  for  1995  was 
5325,000,  most  of  ft  from  inter- 
est, the  sale  of  an  interview  to 
Hellol  nUgazihe,'  an£T  royals 
ties  from her  Budgie  the  Heli- 
coptercharacter.  _ 

Mr  Hah  said  “There  ap- 
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pear  to  be  four  options,  if 
there  is  not  some  money  com- 
ing in  which  we  do  not  know 
about,  then  her  business  life 
must  show,  a marked  im- 
provement If  not,  she  must 
live  more'modastly  — or  risk 
bankruptcy.” 

The  key  to  the  her  financial 
future  could  rest  with  Bodgi& 

In  January,  she  flew  to  Amer- 
ica to  sign  a-  multi-million 
pound  deal  for  rights  to  the 
cartoon  character.  The  deal 
includes  worldwide  televi- 
sion, video  and  book  rights, 
but  recent  reports  have  sug- 
gested that  it  is  worth  much 
less  than  estimated. 

A spokesman  for  Sleepy 
Kids,  the  Amersbam-ba&ed 
company,  which  has  world- 
wide rights  for  animation  and 
merchandising  for  Budgie, 
yesterday  refused  to  comment 
on  bow  much  the  duchess 
stands  to  make. 

Despite  being  seen  as  the 
nation's  least  favourite  royal, 
she  remains  popular  in  Amer- 
ica, btwT  American  marketing 
experts  believe  she  could 
make  a small  fortune  there 
with  the  Budgie  deal. 

Rumours  of  the  duchess  hit- 
ting the  chat  show  circuit 
| abound,  and  newspapers  and 
magazines  would  pay  a hand- 
some price  for  her  story. 

The  question  remains,  how- 
[ ever,  whether  or  not  the  duch- 
ess can  curb  her  spending. 

Exotic  foreign  holidays  are 
common  and  last  year  in  New 
York  the  duchess  spent  £3,000 
on  hand-made  shoes  and 
boots. 

Her  hairdresser  charges 
£l5o  for  leach  visit  and;  she 

also  spent  about  £50,000  far  12  _ ... 

dresses  from  the  top  designer  Decree  nisi  day . . . The  Duchess  of  York  with  her  daughters,  Eugenie  (left)  and  Beatrice, 
Isabel  Kxistensent  an  holiday  in  Verbier,  Switzerland,  yesterday  . photograph:  tim  ockehjen 
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A cheaper  mortgage, 
no  legal  fees 
and  20%  off  your 
buildings  insurance 
when  you 

transfer  to  Direct  Line. 


• Transferring  to  Direct  Line  can  save  you  7 £50  every  month  on  your  mortgage. 

• Phone  before  30th  April  and  transfer  tisfng  our  solicitors  package  and  we’ll  pay 
your  legal  fees. 

• Weil  give  you  a free  valuation. 

• We  also  guarantee  - to  save  you  20%  if  you  transfer  your  buildings  cover  from,  your 
existing  lender. 

• Mortgages  are  available  for  up  to  85%  of  ihe  property  valuation  or  purchase  price, 
■whichever  is  lower.  ‘ 

Call  now.  Wfe’re  waiting  to  do  a great  deal  for you.  . 


Funds  ‘may  not 
help  policing’ 
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MANCHESTER  j 

GLASGOW  1 

CALL  ANYTIME  8am  to  Spip  HottAaf  to  Friday  and  9am  to  5pm  Saturday.  Pleasc  tjuote  ref.  GA38 


AlanTkmfs 
Home  Affairs  Editor 

NEW  official  police  per 
fbrmance  tables  raise 
doubts  over  whether 
there  is  a direct  link  between 
extra  funding  and  better 
policing,  the  Audit  Commis- 
sion said  yesterday . 

Some  forces  last  year 
received  substantial  in- 
creases in  funding  — up  to  18 
per  cent  in  some  cases  — but 
these  rises  have  not  yet  led  to 
increases  in  performance. 

The  second  year  of  publica- 
tion of  performance  figures 
by  the  commission  was 
marked  by  a continuing  de- 
bate over  their  usefulness, 
with  the  police  insisting  they 
only  gave  a partial  picture. 

However  the  commission 
claimed  that  the  1994/95  fig- 
ures showed  significant  im- 
provements for  some  forces 
identified  as  having  a poor  re- 
cord in  1993/94.  Cleveland 
police,  which  only  hit  its  tar- 
get for  responding  to  999  calls 
in  66  per  cent  of  cases  in  the 
first  year,  recorded  a 92  per 
cent  ■performance  in  the 
second  year. 

Across  a broad  range  of  in- 
dicators the  Metropolitan 


police  and  Nottinghamahire 
generally  performed  the  best 
Greater  Manchester  and 
Merseyside  police  found 
themselves  most  often  near 
the  bottom. 

Fbr  the  first  time  figures 
showed  the  proportion  of  time 
spent  by  uniformed  officers 
on  the  beat  or  pursuing  inqui- 
ries. A Durham  bobby  spends 
77  per  cent  of  his  time  In  pub- 
lic, compared  with  only  36  per 
cent  In  West  Mercia. 

The  Audit  Commission  con- 
trailer,  Andrew  Foster,  said: 
“Some  of  these  figures  do 
raise  questions  about  the  new 
< resources  going  to  the  police 
and  whether  there  is  a direct 
correlation  between  more 
resources  and  improvements 
in  police  effectiveness.  How- 
ever we  cannot  take  a deci- 
sive view  on  one  year’s 
figures.” 

The  Sussex  chief  constable, 
Paul  Whrtebouse,  speaking 
for  the  Association  of  Chief 
Police  Officers,  said  some 
forces  might  have  to  devote 
extra  funding  to  Infrastruc- 
ture, and  many  faced  in- 
creased pension  payments  as 
officers  retired  early.  “In  the 
longterm  the  improvement  in 
performance  must  eventually 
come,”  be  said. 


Rapid  response? 


Police  meeting  target  time  for  response  to 
999  calls,  percentage  time  taken. 
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Crucial  NHS  project 
‘faces  collapse’ 

A COMPUTER  scheme  seen  as  crucial  to  development  of  the 
NHS  is  “in  danger  of  collapse",  according  to  internal  correspon- 
dence in  which  Wales  threatens  to  leave  the  nationwide 
project 

The  scheme,  intended  to  devise  a system  of  codes  for  clinical 
terms  to  be  used  by  ail  doctors,  has  cost  an  estimated  £6.4 
million  and  drawn  on  the  time  and  skills  of  1000  doctors. 

In  a letter  to  the  centre  working  on  the  scheme  — known  as 
the  Read  project — John  Morgan,  manager  of  the  Welsh  NHS 
information  management  and  technology  programme,  says: 

“In  my  view,  the  Read  project  is  in  danger  of  collapse.  If  this 
disaster  occurs.  1 believe  it  will  do  terrible  damage  to  the  cause 
oflM&T  amongst  the  clinical  and  managerial  communities.” 

The  project  has  run  into  trouble  over  "Read  3”.  the  design  of  a 
national  thesaurus  of  clinical  terms  to  facilitate  creation  of  an 
individual’s  medical  record.  Tests  have  shown  the  prototype 
performs  acceptably  only  58  per  cent  of  the  time. 

A spokesman  for  the  NHS  executive  said  there  had  been 
“some  problems”  within  its  centre  for  coding  and  classifica- 
tion. Ray  Rogers,  NHS  executive  director  for  IM&T,  had  reallo- 
cated resources  to  high-priority  areas  including  the  Welsh 
pilot,  and  had  guaranteed  completion  on  schedule.  — David 
Brindle 

Pilot  questioned  over  drugs 

A PILOT  has  been  arrested  for  suspected  drug  smuggling  after  he 
staged  an  emergency  landing  in  a field  and  saw  his  passenger 
jump  out  is  front  of  a propeller. 

A box  containing  20  kilos  ofherbal  cannabis  with  an  estimated 
street  value  of  £60,000  was  found  near  where  the  light  aircraft 
landed  in  Basingstoke,  Hampshire,  on  Tuesday. 

The  43-year-old  passenger,  who  apparently  demanded  that  the 
pilot  land  the  plane  after  becoming  concerned  about  weather 
conditions,  suffered  critical  injuries  to  his  arm  and  neck  after 
hitting  the  propeller. 

No  confidence  vote  at  FT 

JOURNALISTS  at  the  Financial  Times  passed  a vote  of  no 
confidence  last  night  in  the  newspaper's  editor.  Richard  Lambert, 
and  deputy  editor,  Andrew  Gowers,  after  30  jobs  were  axed. 
Members  of  the  National  Union  of  Journalists  will  meet  again 
today  to  organise  a ballot  on  industrial  action. 

AH  six  staff  photographers  were  made  redundant  and  the 
picture  department  dosed.  Voluntary  redundancies  are  to  be 
sought  from  four  writers  and  20  subeditors  and  news  editors  by 
May  2 If  there  are  no^ volunteers  there  will  be  compulsory 
redundancies. 

In  a memo  to  staff  Mr  Lambert  and  managing  editor  Robin 
Pauley  said  foe  changes  would  make  the  1 08-year-old  title,  owned 
by  the  Pearson  group,  "mare  efficient,  more  effective  and  better 
able  to  invest  in  the  future”. — Andrew  Cuff 


Hope  for  part-time  workers 

THE  prospect  of  equal  pay  and  employment  rights  for  part-time 
workers  across  the  European  Union  opened  up  yesterday  when 
EU  ccnnmlssioners  gave  employers  and  unions  the  go-ahead  to 
negotiate  a legally-binding  “framework  agreement" ’. 

The  European  TUC  and  the  employers’  organisation  UNICE 
have  until  June  to  start  negotiations  under  foe  terms  of  the  Social 
Chapter  or  foe  commission  will  come  up  with  its  own  part-time 
rights  directive.  The  focus  of  negotiation  is  likely  to  be  on 
exemptions  to  a general  right  to  equality  for  part-timers. 

Although  foe  British  government  has  opted  out  of  foe  chapter, 
unions  believe  many  OK  employers  would  be  under  great  pres- 
sure to  extend  the  rights  enjoyed  by  continental  employees  to 
British  workers.  — Seamus  Milne 


Compensation  plea  on  killing 

THEMihistryoifDdeaicelastni^itsaiditwouldview“sympa- 
tbeticaffy”  ckDs  for  compensation  from  the  parents  ofLouise 
Jensm,  aged  22.  killed  by  three  British  soldiers  in  Cyprus. 

But  it  refused  to  accept  their  claim  that  the  army  was  partially 
responsible  for  the  behaviour  of  the  soldiers,  who  sexually  as- 
saulted the  Danish  tour  guide  and  bludgeoned  her  to  death. 

The  MoD^ was  responding  to  reports  that  foe  Jensens  had 
written  to  John  Major,  protesting  that  the  army  bad  not  ctffeed 
them  compensation  or  an  apology. 


Police  face  disciplinary  action 

FIVE  Nottinghamshire  police  officers  are  to  face  disciplinary 
chargesfisrlosingfive  Smith  and  Wesson  rewilvere  last  August 
when  the  guns,  in  a holdall,  fell  out  of  a police  van. 

FOm  men  were  sentenced  yesterday  at  Nottingham  crown 
court  for  firearms  and  dishonesty  charges  after  they  found the 
guns  and  planned  to  seff  them. 

Judge  Dudley  Bennet  criticised  the  officers,  who  have  not  been 
named,  far  “sloppy  behaviour”.  The  bag  bolding  the  guns  fell  out 
of  a door  left  open  because  of  foe  hot  weather,  as  the  van  overtook 

a tractor. 


Open  verdict  on  schoolboy 

A PUBLIC  schoolboy  with  a glittering  academic  future  took  an 
overdose  because  he  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  leavtog  his 
college,  his  stepfather  said  yesterday. 

Richard  Metcalf,  aged  18.  who  had  won  a place  to  study  classics 
at  Oxford  university,  was  found  dead  in  Winchester  College 
library  on  January  29. 

Mid-Hampshire  coroner  Grahame  Short  recorded  an  open 
verdict  after  hearing  the  student  had  fully  recovered  from  a bout 
of  depression  he  suffered  at  the  start  of  his  A level  studies  in  late 
1994.  He  had  died  of  an  overdose  of  painkillers  taken  with  alcohol 

Outside  foe  inguest  Richard's  stepfather  Philip,  from  near 
Wimbome,  Dorset,  said:  “1  don't  believe  he  could  bear  the  thought 
of  leaving  Winchester  where  he  had  been  so  happy.” 


Builder  found  dead 

A BUILDER  may  have  lain  in  agony  for  up  to  10  days  before  he 
died  after  falling 4ft  through  a roof  he  was  knocking  down.  The 
body  of  father-of-four  Jimmy  Doyle,  from  Portsmouth,  Hamp- 
shire, was  found  inside  a house  he  was  demolishing  when  the 
owner  (rffoe  building  was  alerted  by  his  dog. 

Mr  Doyle,  aged  35,  had  not  been  seen  at  the  demolition  site 
where  be  worked  in  Gosport  Hampshire,  far  10  days  and  owner 
Thmnas  Thom  had  assumed  he  was  working  elsewhere. 

“I  found  the  body  hidden  in  a comer,  only  four  feet  from  the 
roof,”  said  Mr  Thom  yesterday.  He  added  it  was  not  unusual  for 
Mr  Doyle  to  disappear  from  foe  demolition  site. 

Police  do  not  know  how  long  it  took  Mr  Doyle  to  die  after  foe 
iall,  bvrt  said  there  were  no  suspicious  circumstances.  A post- 
mortem examination  is  due  to  t«_  held. 


Pescado  inquests  decision 

INQUESTS  into  foe  deaths  of  the  six  crew  who  died  when  foe 
trawler  Pescado  sank  13  miles  off  south  Cornwall  five  years  ago 
win  not  be  reopened,  David  Brace,  the  East  Cornwall  coroner,  has 
decided.  A spokesman  far  foe  coroner’s  office  said  foe  matter  had 
been  thoroughly  aired  at  foe  recent  manslaughter  trial  at  Bristol 
crown  court 

Joseph  O'Connor,  managing  agent  of  the  company  that  owned 
the  100  ton  trawler,  was  ^ited  for  three  years  after  being  convicted 
of  the  manslaughter  of  an  unnamed  member  of  foe  crew. 


Verdict  on  ‘homes  for  votes1 

THE  final  verdict  on  the  Westminster  council^ “homes  fi»*  votes" 
gerrymandering  inquiry  is  to  be  published  on  May  9,  John  Magfll, 
foe  district  auditor,  announced  yesterday.  Theflndings,  expected 
to  confirm  a £^milhon  surcharge  against  former  Tory  leader 
Dame  Shirley  Porter  aod  eight  o&er  coincalloraand  officials,  has 
been  delayed  until  after  May’s  local  elections. 

Publication  of  the  five  volume  report  — - the  largest  audit 
investigation  in  local  government  history^ — followB  foe  Audit 
Commission's  rejection  of  a complaint  from  Lady  Porter  accusing 
Mr  Maglll  of  media  bias. 
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Late-term  condemnation  may  sway  vita!  votes 

Cardinals  lambast 
Clinton  on  abortion 


The  Guardian 


Thursday 


Jonathan  Freed  land 
In  Washington 


AMERICA'S  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy 
threatened  political 
war  against  Presi- 
dent Clinton  yesterday,  sig- 
nalling an  election-year  clash 

with  one  of  the  country’s 
most  powerful  voting  blocs. 

For  only  the  second  time, 
all  eight  US  cardinals  joined 
the  National  Conference  of 
Catholic  Bishops  in  condemn- 
ing a presidential  decision,  on 
this  occasion  Mr  Clinton’s 
refusal  last  week  to  ban  a con- 
troversial late-term  abortion 
procedure. 

In  a three-page  letter  to  the 
president,  the  bishops  threat- 
ened an  all-out  lobbying  cam- 
paign against  Mr  Clinton's 
“shameful  veto"  of  a Republi- 
can-backed ban  on  so-called 
partial-birth  abortions, 
reviled  by  “pro-life"  activists 
as  virtual  infanticide. 

“In  the  coming  weeks  and 
months,  eacli  of  us  will  do  all 
we  can  to  educate  people  about 
partial-birth  abortions."  the 
cardinals  wrote,  vowing  to 
blame  Mr  Clinton  for  the  fact 
that  the  procedure  would  con- 
tinue now  only  because  of  his 
decision. 

The  threat  could  not  carry 
more  weight.  The  60  million 
Catholics  in  America  — 
nearly  one  in  four  of  the  pop- 


ulation — are  one  of  the  key 
groups  of  floating  voters  in 
the  country'. 

They  have  backed  the  win- 
ning presidential  candidate  in 
every  election  since  1976. 
when  figures  on  voters'  reli- 
gious faith  were  first  made 
available. 

They  account  for  a large 
slice  of  the  the  so-called 
Reagan  Democrats,  the  urban 
blue-collar  constituency 
which  kept  a Republican  in 
the  White  House  from  1981 
until  1993. 

“The  Catholic  vote  is  be- 
coming the  jump  ball  of 
American  politics."  said 
Ralph  Reed,  director  of  the 
Christian  Coalition. 

“Whoever  comes  down  with 
that  ball  usually  wins  in 
November." 

Critically,  Catholic  votes 
are  concentrated  in  the  states 
Mr  Clinton  must  win  — rang- 
ing from  Polish- Americans  in 
Illinois  to  Italian-Americans 
In  New  Jersey. 

Until  now  Mr  Clinton  has 
done  well  in  cultivating  Cath- 
olic support.  His  peace  initia- 
tive in  Northern  Ireland  won 
plaudits  from  Irish- Ameri- 
cans, he  has  lavished  praise 
on  the  Pope  and  Mother 
Teresa,  and  he  advocated  a 
return  to  school  uniforms  — 
already  policy  in  Catholic 
schools. 

But  he  has  incurred  the 
wrath  of  the  cardinals  with 


last  week's  veto  of  the  bill, 
passed  by  the  Republican-con- 
trolled  Congress,  to  outlaw 
partial-birth  abortions. 

These  involve  delivering 
the  foetus  feet  first  through 
the  birth  canal  before  crush- 
ing its  skull  in  a suction 
device. 

It  is  used  only  in  the  rarest 
of  circumstances,  where  foe- 
tal abnormalities  are  found 
too  late  for  other  methods. 

Mr  Clinton  wanted  to  back 
a diluted  version  of  the  ban. 
but  he  was  wary  of  alienating 
his  feminist  supporters,  who 
regard  the  legislation  as  toe 
first  step  towards  banning 
abortion  altogether.  The 
president  enjoys  a huge  lead 
among  women  voters  and 
Democrats  are  anxious  not  to 
jeopardise  it 

He  made  his  annoucement 
last  week  surrounded  by 
women  who  had  reluctantly 
undergone  the  procedure  for 
the  sake  of  their  own  health. 
His  aides  said  he  had  prayed 
long  and  hard  before  deciding 
against  a ban. 

White  House  advisers  are 
aware  of  the  decision’s  poten- 
tial political  cost  Graphic 
pictures  of  late-term 
abortions  could  be  deployed 
to  great  effect  in  November, 
and  polls  show  that  Catholics 
are  now  evenly  split  — 49  per 
cent  each  way  — between  Mr 
Clinton  and  his  Republican 
rival.  Senator  Bob  Dole. 


White  House  faces  investigation  for  ‘tacit 
approval’  of  Iranian  arms  supply  to  Bosnia 


AP  in  Washington 


TWO  Senate  committees 
will  investigate  the  secret 
arms  shipments  Iran  made  to 
Bosnian  Muslims  in  1994  with 
the  tacit  approval  of  the  Clin- 
ton administration,  the  Sen- 
ate majority  leader  Bob  Dole 
said  yesterday. 

Mr  Dole,  the  Republican 
presidential  candidate,  said 
the  committees  on  foreign 
relations  and  intelligence 
would  probably  hold  public 
hearings. 

He  said  the  sales  took  place 
despite  an  international  arms 
embargo  designed  to  keep 
weapons  from  reaching  the 
warring  factions  in  former 
Yugoslavia. 

"We  were  being  told  all  the 
reasons  we  couldn’t  do  this  at 
the  same  time  the  administra- 
tion was  looking  the  other 
way,  knowing  that  the  Irani- 


ans were  supplying  arms,"  he 
said.  “Our  ^riew  is  that  if  the 
arms  embargo  had  been 
lifted,  as  we  tried  to  do  on  the 
floor  in  a bipartisan  way.  we 
probably  could  have  avoided 
sending  troops  there.” 

The  White  House,  citing  a 
need  for  confidentiality,  has 
refused  to  give  Congress  an 
internal  report  on  the  admin- 
istration's decision  to  allow 
the  shipments. 

“The  point  is  not  to  with- 
hold information.”  Mary 
Ellen  Glynn,  the  White  House 
spokeswoman,  said.  "The 
point  is  to  protect  sources.” 

She  said  White  House  law- 
yers had  decided  that  releas- 
ing the  report  wonld  violate 
the  confidentiality  rights  of 
the  president  and  his  Intelli- 
gence Oversight  Board.. which 
produced  the  report. 

Nevertheless,  she  said. 
Anthony  Harrington,  a Wash- 
ington lawyer  who  heads  the 


board,  had  fully  briefed  key 
legislators  on  the  contents  of 
the  report  on  Tuesday,  leav- 
ing out  the  names  of  sources. 

Senator  Arlen  Specter  of 
Pennsylvania,  chairman  of 
the  Senate  intelligence  com- 
mittee. could  not  be  readied 
for  comment. 

The  Los  Angeles  Times  first 
reported  on  April  5 that  Mr 
Clinton  had  tacitly  approved 
the  secret  shipments  in  1994 
while  publicly  supporting  the 
continuation  of  the  United 
Nations  embargo  on  such 
arms  transfers. 

Mr  Clinton  said  a week  ago 
that  there  was  “absolutely 
nothing  improper  done"  in 
deciding  not  to  protest 
against  the  shipments  to  the 
Croatian  president  Franjo 
Tudjman.  who  was  allowing 
his  country  to  be  used  as  a 
channel  for  the  arms  flow. 

Mr  Dole  has  asked  Con- 
gress to  investigate. 


Suffer  the  children . . . The  shattered  body  of  Tarlq,  an  Afghani  boy  aged  nine,  lies  connected  to  drips,  watched  over  by  his  anguished  mother.  Shireon. 
in  Kabul.  Next  week  the  UN  will  press  for  a world  ban  on  landmines,  to  spare  thousands  more  Tariqs  across  the  globe  photograph  jenny  Matthews 

Gadafy  of  the  Green  Book  shares  thoughts 


Kathy  Evans  In  Tripoli 


THE  CIA  killed  Ron 
Brown,  black  and  na- 
tive Americans  will 
carve  out  their  own  states 
and  President  Clinton  may 
face  the  same  fate  as  John 
F.  Kennedy.  At  least,  so 
said  Colonel  Muammar 
Gadafy.  as  he  treated  the 
international  press  to  a 


HOUR  FREE 
TALKTIME 

A EVERY  MONTH  FOR 
mm  3 MONTHS  WITH  ALL 
mm  ORANGE  PHONES 


MOTOROLA 

ORANGE  MW 
MOBILE  phone 

rSo  nome/number  memory 
line.  SIM  cord 

* 2-tine  LCD  disployfor  deo 

display  of  number  cu«e^ 

* Up  to  60  minutes  tafchme/ 

1 1 hours  standby- 
.Call  caH.barJ,a ’ 

coll  wailing  and  call  bold. 

Was  £49.99. 


When  you  connect  to  Talk  60. 
Ask  in-store  for  details. 


orange 


SAVE 


*W4M»yeu( 


lie  Oange. 


• Digital  service  ensures 
clarity  and  security. 

• Billing  by  the  second. 

• 90%  coverage  of  Great 
Britain's  population, 
and  growing. 

• Inclusive  Talktime  with 
every  tariff. 

CHOOSE  BRITAIN'S  BIGGEST 
MOBILE  PHONE  RETAILER 

W&t  345  stores  aationwide,  we're  eOafv  Britain's  * 
- maUt  pfaoae  rctaSer.  And  wfeh  aB  our 

: expenttne^  you  <m  frost  os  *6  gn»  yea  ditto  udvtbe 
and  idhrtuMfaB  that  yaw  need  la  help  you  choose  the 
■ phone  cod  tariff  that's  right  for  you! 


There's  a great 
deal  going  on 


345  BRANCHES  NATIONWIDE  TEL:  0181-200  0200  FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  BRANCH 


two-hour  monologue  on 
world  events. 

Now  aged  55,  his  face 
lined,  his  hair  thinning  and 
streaked  with  grey,  the  Lib- 
yan leader  looked  trim  and 
well,  despite  rumours  to 
the  contrary. 

The  man  the  West  loves 
to  hate  responded  in  kind 
yesterday,  warning  that 
Libya  would  stop  doing 
business  with  companies 
based  in  the  West  Western 
companies  wonld  miss  out 
on  plans  to  buy  a fleet  of 
civil  aircraft  and  build  a 
600-mile  railway. 

“We  will  buy  them  from 
India,  China,  Russia  and 
Japan  because  every  time 
there  is  a political  dispute 
with  the  Western  countries, 
their  companies  stop  send- 
ing spare  parts,*’  he  said. 

He  lambasted  those  who 
attended  the  so-called  sum- 
mit of  the  peacemakers  in 
Egypt  for  paving  the  way 
for  Israel’s  attacks  on  Leba- 
non. “All  those  who 
attended  the  Sharm  al- 
Sheikh  summit  are  respon- 
sible for  killing  the  chil- 
dren of  Beirut  today,”  he 
said. 

United  States  intelli- 
gence, he  said,  bad  killed 
the  late  US  commerce  secre- 


News  in  brief 


tary.  Ron  Brown,  in  Cro- 
atia. “They  killed  him  be- 
cause he  was  black  and  be- 
cause he  was  against  the 
sanctions  In  Libya.  They 
sabotaged  his  plane.” 

African-Americans  are  a 
subject  close  to  Col  Ga- 
dafy’s  heart  since  the 
recent  visit  of  the  Nation  of 
Islam  leader,  Lotus  Farrak- 


The  CIA  killed  Ron 
Brown  because  he 
was  black  and  he 
was  against  the 
sanctions  in  Libya* 


ban.  The  colonel  said  black 
Americans  were  thinking 
of  establishing  an  indepen- 
dent state  in  the  US,  while 
black  soldiers  withdrawing 
from  the  “racist  army” 
could  form  the  biggest 
black  army  on  earth.  The 
recent  Million  Man  March 
in  Washington  marked  the 
beginning  of  independent 
states,  not  only  for  African- 
Americans,  but  for  Amerin- 
dians and  other  minorities. 

The  Libyan  leader  was 


Man  killed  at 
asylum  camp 

A 29-year -old  Turkish  man 
was  stabbed  to  death  and 
seven  others  seriously  in- 
jured In  a brawl  at  a registra- 
tion camp  tor  asylum  seekers 
in  south-west  Germany. 

About  60  people  armed  with 
clubs,  pipes,  iron  rods  and 
knives  were  involved  in  the 
lncident*on  Tuesday  night  at 
the  camp  in  Ingelheini.  near 
Mainz. 

Tension  between  Turks  and 
ethnic  Albanians  from  Serbia 
had  been  reported  at 
the  camp  and  police  were 
called  on  Monday  to  break  up 
a fight  between  the  two 
groups.  — AP. 

Virus  prompts  ban 

The  Philippines  yesterday 
banned  the  export  of  live 
monkeys  after  an  Ebola-like 
virus  killed  two  Philippine 
monkeys  in  a breeding  facil- 
ity in  the  United  States.  It  will 
remain  in  force  while  a task 
force  conducts  tests  at  breed- 
ing forms.  — Reuter. 


Bikers  bombed 

Attackers,  believed  to  have 
been  Bandidos  motorcycle 
gangsters,  fired  anti-tank  mis- 
siles which  badly  damaged 
the  clubhouse  of  rival  Hell's 
Angels  in  Copenhagen  yester- 
day. The  raid  is  expected  to 
intensify  the  bikers'  turf  war, 
Danish  police  said.  No  one 
was  injured.  — Reuter. 

Border  clash 

Eritrean  troops  pushed  about 
four  miles  into  Djibouti  and 
clashed  with  government 
troops  late  on  Tuesday  in  a 
border  dispute,  diplomats 
said  yesterday.  Up  to  600  Dji- 
boutian  troops  and  tanks 
were  sent  to  reinforce  the  bor- 
der. — Reuter. 

Cats  ‘culled9 

Local  authorities  in  Istanbul 
are  poisoning  thousands  of 
cats,  dogs  and  seagulls  to 
clean  up  the  streets  before  a 
UN  conference  on  human 
settlements  there  in  June,  an- 
imal rights  activists  claimed 
yesterday.  Health  officials  de- 
nied the  charge. — Reuter. 


You  can  tell  it’s  a bandwagon 
because  publishers  make  the 
books  all  look  the  same.  The 
cover  has  either  a naked  ultra- 
muscular  man  or  some  gay 
fashion  icon,  still  usually  a 
James  Dean  lookalike. 


worried  that  Mr  Clinton, 
being  a “man  of  peace”, 
would  fall  victim  to  the 
same  kind  of  plots  that 
killed  President  Kennedy. 

The  future  of  the  Jews. 
too.  was  a worry.  “They  are 
told  that  Israel  is  the  prom- 
ised land.  It  is  not,  it  is  the 
fond  of  death.. ft  is  a world 
conspiracy  against  the 
Jews  to  get  them  to  go  and 
die  in  Israel.”  he  said. 

The  colonel  spoke  amid 
the  debris  and  twisted 
metal  of  his  ruined  former 
home  in  the  Azzizlya  bar- 
racks, bombed  by  the  US  10 
years  ago  this  week. 

Washington  threatens  to 
hit  Libya  again,  this  time  to 
knock  out  a plant  it  says  is 
being  developed  as  the 
world’s  largest  chemical 
weapons  factory.  Col  Gadafy 
explained,  with  maps,  that 
the  Tahouna  plant.  35  miles 
south  of  Tripoli,  was  merely 
part  of  the  Great  Man-Made 
River  Project 


The  project  will  bring  the 
waters  of  the  desert  to  the 
coastal  cities.  The  world's 
largest  construction  pro- 
ject Is  due  to  be  finished 
next  September,  to  coincide 
with  the  27th  anniversary 
of  the  Libyan  revolution. 

I asked  the  Libyan  leader 
if  be  was  tired  of  being  at 
the  top,  and  considering 
retirement.  He  said  obvi- 
ously I did  not  understand 
the  Libyan  revolution,  that 
he  had  given  up  running 
the  country  in  1977.  and  it 
was  now  run  by  the 
people's  congresses  and  the 
masses.  “Read  my  Green 
Book,”  he  advised. 

Concluding  his  mono- 
logue. he  said  only  in  Libya 
could  you  hear  the  truth.  It 
did  not  bother  him  that 
many  in  the  West  consid- 
ered him  irrational. 

“Innocent  and  good 
people  all  over  the  world 
know  me  and  love  me.*'  he 
said. 


uRGENTAPPEAL 


CRISIS  IN 
LEBANON 


As  you  read  this,  an  emeigoicy  is  unfolding  in  Lebanon. 
400,000  men.  women  and  children  have  abandoned  their 
homes  to  escape  the  recent  outbreak  of  fighting. 

The  refugees  are  Seeing  north.  Many  are  too  exhausted  to 
carry  on  and  are  seeking  shelter  in  schools,  hospitals  and 
factories.  More  refugees  are  expected  to  join  them. 

The  Red  Cross  is  already  on  the  spot,  giving  mattresses, 
blankets  and  vital  food  aid  to  people  who  have  left 
everything  behind.  We  are  the  only  international  aid  agenev 
providing  assistance  throughout  southern  Lebanon, 
distributing  supplies  to  medical  centres  and  dimes,  and  we 
are  deploying  32  ambulances  and  23  mobile  Red  Cross 
clinics  to  foe  areas  erf  greatest  need. 

Now  we  need  vour  help  tu  ensure  aid  continues  to  reach 
those  who  need  it  desperately.  Please  give  as  much  as  you 
can  today.  Your  donation  can  save  lives.  Thank  you. 

Please  call  now  with  your  credit  card  donation. 

0171 2451000 

Or  you  can  send  a cheque  ot  postal  order  with  the 
coupon  below. 

+ British  Red  Cross 

Caring  for  people  in  crisis 
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The  television  mogul’s  exclusive 
revelation  to  John  Hooper  in 
Milan  could  ignite  a row  before 
Sunday’s  closely-fought  polls 


SILVIO  BERLUSCONI, 
the  leader  of  the  Hat 
fan- right,  has  vowed 
to  slash  public  spend* 
lug  if  he  is  returned  to  power 
in  Sunday’s  general  election. 
In  an  exclusive  interview 
with  the  Guardian,  he  de- 
clared; “We  shall  winka  our 
top  priority  a severe . pro- 
gramme of  cuts  in  every  one 
of  the  many  items  which 
make  up  the  budget” 

The  millionaJre  politician’s 
uncompromising  pledge, 
which  goes  far  beyond  any- 
thing he  has  said  m the  Ital- 
ian media,  looks  set  to  ignite 
a furious  row  in  th&  Bnal  48 
hours  of  a neck-and-neck  race 
for  power  with  the  centre-left 
Olive  Tree  bloc  led  by  Roma- 
no Prodi 

I put  it  to  the  media  mag- 
nate that  his  warning  of 
strong,  unpalatable  medicine 


‘An  austerity  policy 
is  an  absolute 
necessity;  I went 
into  government  in 
pursuit  of  one* 


was  a far  cry  from  the  rheto- 
ric of  two  years  ago,  when  he 
swept  into  government  on  the 
promise  of  a “new  Italian 
miracle”.  • 

“I  disagree  with  ynu,”  he 
said.  “The  interpretation  of 
our  pledge  then  was  different; 
what  we  are  saying  now  we 
said  two  years  ago-  An  auster-' 
ity  policy  is  an  absolute  nej, 
cesstty  for  our  country  arid  I 
went  into  government  in  pur- 
suit of  one.  There  is  nO  (other] 
possibility  — and  not  just  be- 
cause we  are  held  to  an  aus- 
terity policy  out  of  respect for 
the  Maastricht  criteria  [for 
entry  to  European  monetary 
union],  but  because  our 
country  has  inherited  a situa- 
tion that  does  not  allow  of  any 
other  policy.” 

We  were  standing  in  one  of 
Mr  Berlusconi’s  owntalevi- 
sion  studios  14  hours  into  his 
latest  giddying,  gruelling  day 
on  the  campaign  traiL 

He  had  swept  up  to  the 


doors  of  the  studios  on.  toe 
outskirts  of  Milan  in.  a seven- 
ear  cavalcade.  As  his  -body- 
guards bathed  to  block  toe 
way  to  local  cameramen  and 

reporters,  we  tore  along  corri- 
dors, up  stairs,  down  ramps 
and  through  passageways  to 
the  dressing  room  allocated  to 
Mr  Berlusconi  for  one  of  the 
longest  and  most  important 
interviews  of  this  campaign. 

A large  part  of  his  success 
— both  as  businessman  and 
politician  — can  be  put  down 
to  his  Tmarfr  of  appearing 
hugely  amused  by  whatever 
he  is  doing.  In  the  bare,  neon- 
lit  .corridor,  he  seemed 
scarcely  able  to  nratatn  his 
mirth  as  he-asked  the  pre- 
senter whether  he  had  tiww 
for  a shower. 

It  was  agreed  he  did,  and 
withM  a few  minutes  those  of 
us  outride  — carabinieri, 
bodyguards,  Mr  Berlusconi's 
“image  adviser”  Mitty  Simon- 
etto,  and  a constellation  of 
stars  from  his  television 
chaxmel8  waiting  to  pay  their 


respects  — were  engulfed  by 
the  aroma  cf  strongly  scented 
toiletries.. 

fSmmmta  bad  to  take  him  a 
message,  and  for  a few 
seconds  we  were  treated  to 
the  sight  of  Italy's  former 
prime  mtetriw  grinning  as 
he  tried  to  force  his  shirt  into 
bis  trousers.  Same  mmntw 
later,  there  was  a call  for 
"Francesca”  and  the  tycoon’s 
personal  make-up  artist 
slipped  through  the  door  with 
MsSimonetto.  • 

During  the  commercial 
breaks  in  the  interview  which 
followed,  Ms  ShuqnettQ  leant 
ov^rhhnhkea 
to>' tamp?  JNa 
luaconi  was.  being  given  a 
-pastfog  toe  interviewer, 
who  i$  also  of  course  bis  em- 
ployee. barely  dared  to  inter- 
rupt him.  One'cf  Berlus- 
coni’s answers  ran  for  almost 
four  minutes..  ' ' -. 

The  media  mogul  needs  all 
the  help  - he  can  gat  in  this 
campaign-  His  aim,  he  told 
me,  was  a “liberal  revolu- 
tion.’* aimed  at . cheating  “a 
stela  at  fb&'srirrice  of  the  cttt 
sen,  rather  than  ane.toat  is 
master  of  toe  cittern’s  des- 
tiny". He  ts  proposing,  among 
other  things,  a “ticket”  sys- 


Bight  turn ...  Mr  Berlnscoai  needs  a parliamentary  majority  to  effect  a ‘liberal  revolution’  pnoroGRARt  sthfano  mqntesi 


tem  for  hosp^als,  and  parent 
chtdce  to  education. 

' he  naedS  an  out-: 

rightiniajoxSy'Jnatleast  one 
bouse  at  parliament  At  toe 
last  riecttan,  his  won 

more  than  half  toe  seats  in 
the 'chamber  of  deputies,  text 
more  than  a ithjrd  of  then 
were  taken  by  toe  Northern 
League,  which  has  sfnce  de- 
serted-hhn.  ; ' ' 

To  secure  a straight  major- 
ity this  line, -his  party  and  its 
remaining  allies  — .most  of 
them,  former  neo-fascists  — 
need  to  boost  their  tally  in  the 
lower  house  by  more -toan 
25  pear  cent  Mr  Berlusconi  ar- 
gued that  an  absolute  major- 
ity was  also  required  for  toe 


good  of  toe  country-  “Italy  is 
going  through  a long  and 
CQmpHcried  crisis  and  what 
In  h>rHi»tin!Xi!'  Tnarto^  e!xpec£, 
above  all.  Is  stability.  They 
are  asking  as  to  put  an  end  to 
an  era  cf  temporary  govern- 
ments ...  one  every  nine 
months  in  the  last  50  years.” 

He  insisted  that  coaly  toe 
right  could  guarantee,  conti- 
nuity, “The  left  is  more  of  a 
hotchpotch  than  an  alliance, 
dominated  by  communists 
and  post-communists  who  ac- 
count for  66  per  cent  but  also 
including  small  groups  cf  ex- 
Christian  Democrats,  ex- 
socialists. ex-republicans,  ex- 
liberals,  the  odd  Green  and  a 
dozen  other  parties  barn  out 


of  what  remains  of  the  old 
regime.” 

But  it  is  not  certain  that  Mr 
Berlusconi's  alliance  offers 
any  greater  guarantees.  He 
has  yet  to  state  unequivocally 
that  he  will  be  prime-minister 
if  his  side  wins. 

In  this  interview,  he  said  he 
would  “keep  faith  with  the 
commitment  I have  made  to 
the  voters,  if  that  is  what  they 
want".  One  possible  reason 
for  this  coyness  is  that  Mr 
Berlusconi  is  on  trial  for brib- 
ery, though  the  bearing  has 
been  suspended  far  the  dur- 
ation of  the  campaign. 

I asked  him  whether,  if  he 
were  found  guilty,  Italy  could 
have  a convicted  prime  minis- 


ter. He  did  not  give  a direct 
reply.  “Certain  executives  of 
a company  which  belongs  to 
the  group  I created  are  said  to 
have  corrupted  officers  cf  the 
revenue  guard  many  years 
ago.  I am  not  accused  of  doing 
that,  but  cf  being  unable  not 
to  have  known  about  corrup- 
tion that  was,  in  reality,  ex- 
tortion.” he  said. 

Mr  Berlusconi  added  that 
“the  behaviour  of  certain 
prosecutors”  could  provoke  a 
crisis  in  relations  between 
the  various  state  branches 
“capable  of  changing  demo- 
cratic life”  in  Italy.  “The  Ital- 
ian people  have  understood 
this  very  welL  and  the  results 
on  April  21  will  confirm  it” 


‘Plumber’  strives  to  plug  Russia’s  nuclear  leaks 


The  threat  is  not  from  foreign  spies  but  badly  paid  workers  who 
may  steal  to  sell  to  terrorists,  writes  Davfld  Hearst  In  Moscow 


IF  RUSSIA’S  nuclear  indus- 
try can  be  likened  to  a 
huge,  rusting  supertanker, 
still  functioning  but  badly  in 
need  of  repair,  it  is  Yuri  Volo- 
din's job  to  design  a system  to 
plug- the  leaks. 

He  heads  the  directorate  of 
control  and  protection  of  nu- 
clear and  radioactive  materi- 
als in.  the  Russian  nuclear  in- 
spectorate, Gosatomnadzor. 
He  is  a young  man  who  unam- 
biguously rejects  the  old  doc- 
trine that  toe  sole  threat  to 
Russia’s  nuclear  stocks  is  ex- 
ternal and  foreign. 

In  the  past  few  months  his 
department  has  drawn,  up  five 
documents,  for  government 
approval,  which  , relocate  the 
threat  in  the  system  cf  regis- 
tration, control  and  storage  cf 
nuclear  materials. 


[ The  main  concern  bad  pre- 
viously been  to,  provide  a| 
I “regime  of.  secrecy,  personnel 
selection  and  defence  against 
I external  threat"  V Mr  Volodin 
said. 

Experience  of  nuclear  theft  I 
in  Russia  speaks  otherwise. 
In  toe  past  two.  years  there  { 
bave  beea  23  incidents  of  nu- 
clear theft,  all  carried  out  by  ] 
Russians  working  in  the  in- 1 
dustry.. With  the  exception  cf 
two  cases  in  Murmansk  in 
July  and  November  1993. 
where  material  was.  taken  i 
from  the  nuclear  fUel  assem- , 
Mies  of  warships,  none  in- 
i votved  highly  enriched  ura- 
nium (HEED  or  plutonium. 

According  to  Mr  Volodin, 
l none  of  toe  stolen  unclear  ma- 
terial readied  its.  destination. 
“I  have  no  information  about 


i any  criminal  group  which  has 
managed  to  establish  a chain, 
involving  theft,  intermediate 
storage  of  stolen  nuclear  ma- 
terials and  their  purchase  by 
a customer.  All  cf  the  23  epi- 
sodes were  intercepted  at  the 
first  stage. 

/The  opinion  I have  is  that 
the  potential  customers  are 
not  real  people,  but  were  part 
of  a sting  operation  set  up  to 
see  ’ if  these  chains  existed. 
This  could  either  be  the 
special  services  of  foreign 
countries  or  of  (Russia's]  inte- 
rior ministry.” 

. The  exact  amount  of  HED 
or  plutonium  held  is  a state 
secret  Informed  guesses  sug- 
gest that,  by  toe  end  of  the 
century,  there  will  be  about 
90  tons  of  wuapons-grade  plu- 
tonium'and  700  tons , of 


weapons- grade  uranium  — 
the  largest  stocks  In  the 
world.  The  United  States,  by 
comparison,  has  50  terns  of 
plutonium  gnfl  200  tons  of 

Mr  Volodin  believes  he  has 
won  the  domestic  battle  to 
change  hearts  and  minds.  “In 
the  past  two  years,  all  the  ide- 
ology cf  security  was  radi- 
cally reconsidered,  and  if  it 
was  difficult  before  to*  con- 
vince Mtoatom  [the  ministry 
of  atomic  energy]  of  the  need 
for  radical  improvements  in 
the  protection  -system,  now 
everyone  understands  this 
need.  The  problem  is  the 
means.  The  state  does  not 
have  enough  money.” 

The  reliability  of  nuclear 
personnel,  the  so-called  “iron 
discipline”  of  the  industry, 
guarantees  about  50  to  70  per 
cent  of  the  required  level  of 
security,  according  to  Mr  Vo- 
lodin. But  Russia  needs  new 
technology,  too. 


“Not  even  all  the  producers 
of  nuclear  feel  in  Russia  are 
equipped  with  portals  [body 
scanners]  capable  of  detecting 
nuclear  material,”  Mr  Volo- 
din, said. 

The  weak  point  in  the  sys- 
tem is  the  plethora  of  scien- 
tific institutes  which  keep 
small  amounts  of  nuclear  ma- 
terial or  radioactive  Isotopes 
to  many  buildings,  very  few 
of  which  have  scanners. 

But  there  are  other  weak 
points.  In  1992  Gosatomnad- 
zor  was  given  responsibility 
for  supervising  all  nuclear 
materials  in  toe  defence  min- 
istry. Citing  secrecy,  the  min- 
istry refused  them  access  to 
many  centres.  To  stop  the 
row,  President  Baris  Yeltsin 
signed  a decree  saying  super- 
vision and  control  of  the  nu- 
clear arms  and  Tngtenatirmg 
should  be  returned  to  the 
ministry. 

. The  ministry  pointed  out 
that  nuclear  arms  were  in 


any  case  overseen  by  a gov- 
ernment commission  beaded 
by  the  prime  minister. 

But  Nikolai  FQonov,  former 
chief  of  a military  nuclear 
unit,  wrote  in  Nesavisimaya 
Gazeta:  “There  are  grounds 
for  alarm  ...  The  technical 
means  of  protecting  nuclear 
objects  are.  obsolete,  and 
there  is  no  possibility  of 
reaching  agreements  with  in- 
dustry to  get  equipment” 

He  concluded:  “In  order  to 
prevent  at  least  partly,  the 
possibility  cf  terrorism,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  remove 
from  the  defence  ministry 
responsibility  for  all  the  nu- 
clear technical  units,  and  give 
it  to  Mina  tom  or  a specially 
created  civilian  body  under 
the  security  council  or  the 
president" 

Mr  Filonov  said:  “Recent 
events  In  Dagestan  [mass  hos- 
tage-taking by  Chechen  guer- 
rillas] show  the  necessity  of 
external  supervision.’’ 


WORLD  NEWS  7 

World  news  in  brief 


Police  'undermine 
truth  commission’ 

FOUR  of  South  Africa’s  former  police  chiefs  warned  yesterday 
cf  further  legal  action  in  defence  of  the 1 ‘fundamental  rights”  of 
security  force  members  accused  Cf  apartheid-era  atrocities 

before  the  Truth  and  Reconciliation  Commission.  The  threat 

came  after  the  commission  had  given  an  undertaking  to  two 
former  security-branch  officers  that  evidence  implicating  them 
in  atrocities  would  be  held  over,  pending  a supreme  court 
action  next  week. 

In  a joint  statement  yesterday  the  four  retired  police  com- 
mandos called  on  the  commission  to  release  a list  of  security 
force  personnel  likely  to  be  named,  so  that  they,  too,  could 
“force  the  commission  to  practise  justice”. 

The  secretary  of  the  department  of  law  and  order,  Azhar 
Cachalia,  accused  the  generals  of "rejecting  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship”, undermining  the  commission,  and  “further  victimising 
tha  victims".  He  appealed  to  the  security  forces  to  ignore  the 
ccmariastoMra 

The  commission  continued  to  hear  harrowing  testimony 
yesterday  about  security  farce  torture,  abductions  and  mur- 
ders, Ncmceba  Zokwe  described  how  the  security  forces  had 
made  four  attempts  on  the  life  of  her  son  before  finally  killing 
him— claiming  afterwards  that  they  hadflred  on  him  in  self 

defence  while  ha  was  In  hawricufRi  Daoid  Beresford, 

Johannesburg. 


Chechens  kill  26  Russians 

CHECHEN rebels  have  ambushed  a Russian  convoy,  killing  26 
servicemen  and  wounding  51,  Interfax  news  agency  said  yester- 
day. A Russian  military  spokesman  told  Interfax  that  the  rebels 
attacked  the  ccawoy  of  27  tanks,  armoured  vehicles  and  cars  with 
grenade  launchers  and  megtars  near  Shatoi,  about  SO  miles  south 
cf  the  capital.  Grozny. 

Two  more  Russian  servicemen  were  killed  and  ll  injured  in 
/-inchoc  in  the  south  of  Checbenia. 

President  Yeltsin  yesterday  addressed  a crowd  of  thousands  In 
Budyormovsk,  toe  southern  Russian  town  where  more  than  100 
people  werekilled  in  a Chechen  hostage-taking  raid  last  summer. 

He  made  lavish  campaign  promises  and  promised  to  end  the 
Chechen  war.  But  modi  of  the  enthusiasm  that  greeted  him  was 
caused  by  curiosity  and  the  mere  sight  efthe  president  Before 
and  after  the  rally,  many  said  they  would  not  votefor  him  in 
June. — Agencies,  Moscow  and  Budyoruwosk. 


Berlin  ceremony  defended 

GERMANY’S  National  Olympic  Camxnitteehas  been  accused  cf 
tastelessness  after  a reenactment  in  Berlin  of  the  torch-lighting 
ceremony  ofHifler’s  1936  Olympic  Games.  At  an  event  marking 
the  centenary  of the  modem  games  on  Monday,  the  Olympic 
flame  was  lit  by  Fritz  SchOgen,  the  man  who  performed  the  ritual 
under  Hitler's  approving  gaze  60  years  ago. 

Mr  Scbflgen,  now  aged  89, was  neither  a Nazi  party  member  nor 
a soldier  when  film  director  Lent  Rrefeostehl  chose  him  as  the 
ideal  Aryan  youth — blond,  slender,  and  lithe. 

The  Berim  Sports  Federation  has  denied  that  Monday’s  event 
was  inappropriate  in  view  offfifler’s  exploitation  of  the  games — 
the  arrival  ofthe  flame  became  a focus  for  Nazi  rallies —for 
propaganda  purposes.  “Anybody  who  wants  to  misunderstand  it 
wiD  misunderstand  it;”  said  a spokesman  curtly. 

MrScfcflgenfcimself was  thrilled,  afferingtoruna  lap  of 
honour.  Some  old  Berliners  wiped  their  eyes  as  they  watched  him 
rlimh  a monumental  set  of  steps  to  light  fbeHame.  — Denis 
Staunton,  Berlin. 


Greek  gift  to  road  safety 

AS  CARS  poured  into  Athens  yesterday  at  the  end  of  the  five-day 
Orthodox  Easter  break,  officials were  left  counting  a record  death 
toD  —37  people  killed  and  more  than 400 badly  injured  in  260 
accidents. 

Alcohol  is  being  cited  as  toe  single  biggest  cause  cf fhe  carnage. 
In  recentyears,  beer  assumption  has  Increased  by 700  per  emt 
and  toe  per  capitainiaikecf  whisky — Greeks' favourite  spirit — 
is  by  far  tte  highest  m the  West  "Elsewhere  in  Europe  traffic 
accktents  are  cn the  decline,  but  here  they  are  on  the  rise  because 
Greeksstifl  insist  an  drinking  when  they  drive,”  said  Professor 

YiarmisPapadoponlos,  who  beads  the  Greek  Movement  for  Road 

Safety. — Helena  Smith,  Athens.  - 


Liberian  warlords’  stalemate 


GENERAL  Roosevelt  Johnson,  the  Liberian  faction  leader 
(centre),  speaks  out  on  the  situation  In  Monrovia  yesterday 
foomahouse  neartoe  besieged  Barclay's  Training  Centre 
barracks  where  his  supporters  are  holed  up.  He  said  toe 
attempt  to  arrest  him  U days  ago,  which  ignited  violence,  was 
an  unlawful  plot  to  drive  him  out  efthe  race  for  power. 

New  flghtmg  broke  out  briefly  around  the  barracks 
yesterday.  Charles  Taylor,  part  cf  a six-man  governing  council, 
said  he  would  not  agree  to  a ceasefire  until  Gen  Johnson 
surrendered.  Gen  Johnson  said  he  had  no  plans  to  leave  the 
country,  rentradicting  his  spokesman,  who  had  said  he  would 
consider  a Nigerian  asylum  offer.  — AP.  Monrovia. 


Artful  dodgers  hone  their  art 

MUGGSRSattendrngtoeirflrstconferencetoBangladeshhave 

rityfotori  in  riraihlp  their  nflhrta  at  bnsy  road  junctions  in  flw  capital 
Dhaka,  newspapers  reported  yesterday. 

Mere  than  100  delegates  bestowed  the  title  Master  Hijacker  on 
toeir  leader,  Mohammad Rippan,  forhisrecard  cf  21  muggings  in 
two  hours  Huy  also  resolved  to  double  daily  operations  to  120  to 
meet  "serial  and  family  demands”. — Reuter,  Dhaka. 
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Cooking  up  a mini  boom 

But  will  pre-electoral  bombardment  win  votes? 


TODAY’S  NEWS  that  Labour’s  lead 
over  the  Conservatives  has  gone  up 
seven  points  to  21  on  the  Guardian/ICM 
adjusted  poll  suggests  that  only  one 
thing  will  save  the  Conservatives  from 
electoral  oblivion:. an  economic  mir- 
acle. There  is  nothing  in  yesterday’s 
crop  of  indicators  to  suggest  even 
remotely  that  anything  like  that  will 
happen  but,  equally  surely,  economic 
growth  and  living  standards  will  proba- 
bly be  much  stronger  than  people  real- 
ise between  now  and  May  1997  when  an 
election  has  to  be  held.  The  number  of 
people  claiming  unemployment  benefit 
fell  25.700  in  March  to  2.187  million 
after  the  surprise  rise  of  5,500  the  previ- 
ous month.  This  mean  that  claimant 
unemployment  as  a proportion  of  the 
workforce  dropped  from  7.9  per  cent  to 
7.8  per  cent  (an  average  consisting  of 
10.5  per  cent  male  unemployment  and 
4.3  per  cent  female).  Although  the  Gov- 
ernment’s figures  only  count  those 
claiming  benefit,  the  unemployment 
rate  is  similar  to  the  8.2  per  cent 
recorded  by  the  independent  Labour 
Force  Survey  for  the  year  to  February. 
The  LFS  survey  also  shows  that  over 
the  same  period  employment  rose  by 
309,000.  This  ought  to  be  good  for  the 
"feel-good  factor”  except  that  217,000  of 
the  new  jobs  were  part-time. 

The  puzzle  about  all  this  is  that  the 
vibrant  trend  of  falling  unemployment 
and  rising  employment  is  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  lacklustre  economic 
growth  of  only  2.0  per  cent  in  the  last 
year.  It  could  be  that  companies  were 
taking  on  extra  labour  in  anticipation 
of  an  economic  revival  that  never  ar- ; 
rived.  Or,  more  likely,  the  official  fig- 
ures are  understating  the  recovery. 
Either  way  the  stage  is  set  for  quite 
strong  economic  growth  in  the  run-up 
to  the  election  (just  as  the  Government 
has  been  planning  for).  One  indepen- 
dent sign  of  this  is  in  the  so-called  index 
of  longer  leading  indicators  which  is 


supposed  to  predict  turning  points  in 
the  economy  12  to  18  months  in  ad- 
vance. This  index  suddenly  stopped 
falling  in  January  (after  over  18  months 
of  decline)  and  started  rising  in  Febru- 
ary. Yesterday’s  figures  show  that  aver- 
age earnings  have  crept  up  from  3.25  to 
3.5  per  cent  in  the  year  to  February. 
This  is  more  than  the  3 per  cent  needed 
to  absorb  increases  in  inflation  and 
taxation  and  provides  further  evidence 
of  rising  real  incomes  in  the  run-up  to 
the  election.  But  we  haven't  seen  any- 
thing yet  The  feelgood  factor  will  be 
heavily  massaged  this  month  by  the 
paying  out  of  the  £4.1  billion  tax  reduc- 
tions announced  in  the  budget  and  by 
over  £1  billion  in  electricity  rebates. 
These  will  be  joined  by  extra  spending 
power  from  £15  billion  worth  of  matur- 
ing Tessas  (tax-free  saving)  followed  by 
an  aerial  bombardment  of  windfall  cap- 
ital gains  from  building  society  take- 
overs (of  which  the  Halifax  alone  may 
be  worth  £10  billion)  and  the  start  of  the 
£3  billion-a-year  construction  pro- 
gramme generated  by  lottery  projects. 
And  all  this  is  against  the  descant  of 
falling  interest  rates  (which  take  up  to  a 
year  to  affect  the  economy)  and  a poss- 
ible resurgence  of  world  growth. 

Everything  could  be  thrown  away  if 
inflation  is  generated  by  resurgent 
wage  claims  or  if  an  undercapitalised 
industrial  base  prevents  industry  from 
delivering  the  goods.  But  time-lags  are 
such  that  inflation  won’t  explode  before 
the  election  and  may  not  anyway.  There 
are  still  strong  deflationary  forces  in 
the  world  and  plenty  of  underutilised 
capacity  in  the  economy.  The  biggest 
time-lag  of  all  is  the  ticking  of  the  clock. 
There  is  no  precedent  for  a 21  point  lead 
in  the  polls  being  eliminated  within  a 
year  even  by  very  strong  economic 
growth.  But  that  won’t  stop  the  Govern- 
ment from  trying,  even  if  it  has  to 
empty  its  economic  treasure  chest  in 
the  effort 


Statistics  that  are  hard  to  beat 

Instead  of  resisting  change,  police.should  take  the  lead 


DOES  extra  funding  produce  better 
policing?  No  service  has  had  bigger 
increases  than  the  police  yet  crime  has 
doubled  since  1979.  Even  a primary 
school  pupil  should  spot  the  fallacy  in 
such  an  answer.  Rising  crime  has 
multiple  causes  of  which  police  ineffec- 
tiveness remains  one  of  the  smallest 
Even  so.  the  Audit  Commission  is  right 
to  pursue  its  scrutiny  of  police  effec- 
tiveness. Six  billion  pounds  is  spent 
annually  on  the  police  yet  the  service 
remains  the  least  accountable  and  the 
most  secretive  in  terms  of  its  priorities, 
policies,  and  record.  Yesterday’s  second 
round  of  annual  police  performance 
indicators  from  the  Audit  Commission 
helps  fill  this  information  gap. 

The  chief  constables  are  not  enthusi- 
astic. Yesterday  they  produced  a list  of 
extenuating  circumstances  as  long  as 
any  criminal's  on  why  the  Commis- 
sion's indicators  should  be  dismissed: 
the  cost  of  collecting  data,  Its  lateness, 
the  inability  of  indicators  to  improve 
services  without  adequate  funding,  and 
the  danger  of  diverting  forces  from 
local  priorities.  They  need  not  have 
stopped  there.  They  could  have  added 
the  activities  which  indicators  cannot 
measure,  the  ease  with  which  forces 
can  massage  statistics,  and  the  different 
way  the  same  data  is  measured.  There 
are  even  more  technical  objections  like 
differentiating  between  random  fluctu- 
ations — in  clear  up  rates  for  example 
— from  real  achievements.  All  true,  yet 
if  the  police  are  to  be  made  more 
accountable  — and  more  effective  — the 


Commission’s  monitoring  exercise  is 
absolutely  crucial-  It  now  has  wide 
experience  with  other  services  and  has 
begun  its  police  operation  in  a sensible 
way  with  plenty  of  caveats  and  warn- 
ings. There  was  one  ftirther  police  ob- 
jection: a complaint  that  last  year’s 
exercise  was  “rewarded  with  minimal 
public  interest”.  That  is  easily  solved. 
The  home  secretary  should  insist  that 
every  force  holds  a press  conference  at 
which  all  the  Commission’s  league 
tables  are  made  available  plus  the  Chief 
Constable  to  explain  the  local  force’s 
position. 

One  unique  aspect  of  policing  is  the 
discretion  that  is  extended  to  the  lowest 
rung:  local  officers  who  once  on  the 
beat  are  unsupervised.  All  manner  of 
priorities  can  be  devised  at  headquar- 
ters but  research  suggests  bobbies  on 
the  beat  still  pursue  their  own  prior- 
ities. Somewhere  between  the  com- 
mand suite  and  the  beat,  even  the  most 
modern  plan  reverts  to  traditional  prac- 
tice. The  service  remains  ambivalent 
about  modem  management  accepting 
it  in  principle  but  still  prefering  the  old 
military  hierarchy  in  practice.  The 
worst  aspect  of  hierarchical  services  is 
the  reluctance  to  accept  responsibility: 
“I’m  not  paid  for  that  — they  are.” 
Rather  than  bleating  about  indicators, 
chief  constables  should  be  setting  up 
their  own  professional  institute  erf 
police  management.  Then  instead  of 
having  new  mechanisms  imposed  on 
them,  they  could  devise  their  own  — 
and  even  become  more  effective. 


The  silence  of  the  songbirds 

Progress  in  farming  methods  has  taken  a heavy  toll  on  birds 


HARK,  HARK,  the  lark  at  heaven's  gate 
sings,  but  these  days  it’s  getting  harder 
to  hear  one.  Yesterday’s  warning  from 
the  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of 
Birds  and  seven  other  leading  conserva- 
tion bodies  is  a real  song-stopper.  A 
previous  survey,  from  the  late  1980s, 
showed  just  eight  species  in  the  highest 
category  of  concern  (where  there  has 
been  a 50  per  cent  reduction  in  breeding 
population  or  range  over  the  past  25 
years).  Now  there  are  23,  including  for 
the  first  time  farmland  birds  such  as 
the  turtle  dove,  tree  sparrow,  bullfinch, 
reed  bunting,  song  thrush  — and  the 
famous  skylark. 

Pinning  down  the  exact  cause  of  de- 
cline is  not  always  possible,  but  there 
are  some  obvious  suspects.  Farming 
has  become  much  more  intensive,  pro- 
ducing a tidier  countryside  which  is 
less  bird-friendly.  Pesticides  kill  off  in- 
sects and  seed-producing  weeds.  The 
grey  partridge's  chicks  can  no  longer 


find  the  fat  juicy  insects  which  they 
need.  Seed-seeking  species  such  as  the 
buntings  and  finches  suffer.  Rotational 
cereal  planting,  with  stubble  fields 
ploughed  up  instead  of  being  left 
through  the  winter,  creates  a sterile 
environment  So  does  the  continuing 
shrinkage  of  hedgerows  which  deprives 
the  linnet  and  other  species  of  safe  nest- 
building sites.  Villages  and  town  sub- 
urbs are  becoming  zones  of  refuge  for 
birds  driven  off  the  hostile  land. 

Most  of  these  birds  are  not  yet  rare: 
file  RSPB’s  efficient  monitoring  system 
reckons  there  are  still  a million  song- 
thrushes  around.  But  25  years  ago  there 
were  2 million  and  the  pace  of  decline  is 
probably  increasing.  Nature  — as  we 
have  seen  in  the  beef  disaster  — exacts 
a high  price  for  being  tampered  with. 
To  confuse  its  enemies,  the  lark  de- 
scends in  silence  for  the  last  few 
metres.  We  shall  know  how  much  we 
have  lost  when  it  is  silent  all  the  way. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


A poverty  of  imagination 


On  the  need  to  give  birth  to 
a new  vision  of  parenting 


PETER  LILLBY’S  res- 
ponse to  the  increase  in 
poverty  in  Britain  is  to 
[ state  that  access  to  washing 
i machines,  cars  and  central 
heating  has  increased  among 
those  in  the  bottom  20  per 
cent  of  the  Income  distribu- 
tion (Poverty,  what  poverty?, 
April  17).  This  tells  us  noth- 
ing about  the  quality  erf  those 
goods  or  the  reasons  why 
people  may  need  them. 

The  car.  for  instance,  is 
more  likely  to  be  a 20-year-old 
Cortina  — needed  for  the  se- 
curity guard’s  job  on  £2  per 
hour,  where  you  must  pro- 
vide your  own  transport  and 
dog — than  a four-wheel-drive 
turbo.  The  washing  machine 
Is  unlikely  to  be  a £400  Zan- 
ussi;  more  likely  a second- 
hand machine  needed  be- 
cause the  local  launderette 
has  closed  doe  to  vandalism, 
and  you  have  three  young 
children  to  bring  Up.  As  for 
the  central  heating,  this  is 
likely  to  be  a blessing  in  dis- 
guise, particularly  if  you  live 
in  a system-built  Oat  with 
poor  insulation. 

Nor  does  Mr  Lilley’s  nar- 
row oonsumerist  approach  to 
poverty  tell  us  anything  about 
the  quality  of  the  living  en- 
vironment the  opportunities 
for  employment  or  personal 
development  and  the  degree 
to  which  people  feel  any  sense 
of  control  over  their  lives. 
One  <aily  has  to  go  around  the 
former  mining  communities, 
outlying  estates  or  inner-city 
areas  to  realise  that  poverty 
and  deprivation  exist  to  a 
degree  that  is  unacceptable  in 
an  advanced  industrial  soc- 
iety like  Britain. 

Jonathan  Fry. 

Director, 

Yorkshire  & Humberside 
Low  Pay  Unit, 

102  Commercial  Street 
Batley  WF17  5DP. 


THE  purpose  of  welfare 
benefits  is,  surely,  to  en- 
able individuals  who  cannot 
do  so  otherwise  to  meet  their 
basic  needs.  Cuts  in  welfare 
benefit  levels  over  the  years 
have  ensured  that  they  no 
longer  do  this.  New  budgetary 
standards  and  revised  benefit 
levels  would  go  a long  way 
towards  alleviating  the  effects 
of  poverty  and  would  contrib- 
ute to  local  economic 
development 

The  greatest  disincentives 
to  employment  are  the  lack  of 
jobs  and  the  prevalence  of  low 
pay  and  part-time  employ- 
ment Job  creation,  minimum 
pay  levels  which  overcome 
the  poverty  trap  and  a more 
fairly  integrated  tax  and 
benefits  system  would  posi- 
tively encourage  benefit  reci- 
pients, especially  those  with 
children,  to  take  up 
employment 
Damian  Killeen. 

Director, 

Strathclyde  Poverty  Alliance. 
162  Buchanan  Street, 

Glasgow  G1 2LL. 


THERE  is  a moral  ugliness 
in  Peter  Lilley’s  refusal  to 
tackle  poverty  In  Britain  on 
the  grounds  that  low-incomed 
families  have  eipan  water  and 
some  (a  minority)  even  have 
video  recorders.  This  is  no 
more  than  a contrived  justifi- 
cation of  a position  in  which 
families  like  that  of  the  Lil- 
leys  have  excessive  incomes 
while  many  children  in  our 
society  meet  premature 
deaths  because  of  poverty. 
Bob  Holman. 

18  Finlarig  Street 
Easterhouse. 

Glasgow  G34  OAD. 

WE  SHOULD  no  longer  be 
surprised  that  ministers 
such  as  Peter  Lilley  wish  to 
deny  the  facts  about  poverty. 


Conservative  administrations 
have  done  this  since  1973. 

The  last  thing  most  people 
want  is  to  be  dependent  on 
poverty-level  benefits.  Only 
ministers  who  know  nothing 
of  the  indignity,  humiliation 
and  hardship  of  living  on 
benefits  would  stereotype 
people  forced  to  be  reliant  on 
them  as  willing  victims.  But 
it’s  equally  apparent  that 
people  do  not  want  to  be 
forced  into  dependence  on  the 
low-wage  jobs  which  this  gov- 
ernment seems  to  see  as  file 
basis  of  Britain's  economic 
future.  Instead  they  want 
training,  education,  afford- 
able childcare  and  the  pros- 
pect of  worthwhile 
employment. 

Peter  Beresford. 

Convenor.  Citizens' 
Commission  on  the  Future 
of  the  Welfare  State. 

15  Falcon  Road. 

London  SWll  2PJ. 

IF  Britain  has  a “social  pro- 
tection system  to  prevent 
poverty",  why  then  were 
there  125,000  homeless  fam- 
ilies in  England  last  year? 
And  why  are  45,000  single 
people  sleeping  rough  or  liv- 
ing in  temporary  aeenmmnda- 
tion  in  London?  What  more 
evidence  of  poverty  does 
Peter  Lilley  need?  Teenagers 
are  begging  in  shop  doorways 
for  a living,  families  are  liv- 
ing in  one  room  in  a bed-and- 
breakfest  hotel,  unemployed 
couples  are  facing  homeless- 
ness as  mortgage  arrears 
mount 

The  Government’s  response 
is  at  best  complacent  But  ig- 
noring a growing  problem 
can  only  store  up  trouble  for 
the  future. 

Chris  Holmes. 

Director,  Shelter, 

88  Old  Street 
London  EClV  SHU. 


Walk,  man 

JON  Harley  wants  separate 
train  carriages  for  mobile- 
phone  users  and  under-fives 
(Letters.  April  17).  How  about 
Walkman- users  like  himself? 
On  the  other  hand,  we  could 
all  just  learn  to  live  together. 
Maria  Wardale. 

83  Marshalls  Road, 

Raunds,  Northanis  NN9  6EY. 

POOR  Jon  Harley,  oppressed 
i by  other  people’s  crying 
children.  The  antidote  is  par- 
enthood: no  relief  is  more 
blessed  than  hearing  someone 
else’s  child  cry  and  knowing 
you  don’t  have  to  do  anything. 
Laurence  Pollock. 

31  Springfield  Way, 

CranfieM.  Bedford  MK43  0JN. 

YOUR  Diary  (April  17)  asks 
if  Tcan  be  made  to  own  up 
to  sporting  a non-existent 
beard  24  years  ago.  Tony 
Blair's  office  specialises  in  ex- 
tracting such  confessions  and 
retractions:  I'm  told  it’s  room 
101,  and,  though  heavily 
booked.  I’m  sure  Alastair 
Campbell  would  be  only  too 
pleased  to  have  me  in  there. 
Peter  Hitchens. 

245  Blackfriars  Road, 

London  SE1  9UX.  ■ 
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Come  on  you  (greyish)  reds 


OF  course  Manchester  Unit- 
ed's grey  shirts  were  a 
mistake  (United  decide  on  no 
more  grey  days,  April  16). 
Grey  is  the  colour  of  depres- 
sion, submission,  defeat  and 
balf-hsartedness.  What  we 
wear  colours  our  mood,  our 
health,  our  performance.  It’s 
not  so  modi  “getting  out  on 
the  the  wrong  side  of  the  bed” 
that  ruins  the  day,  but  grab- 
bing a jersey  of  the  wrong 
colour.  It’s  got  nothing  to  do 
with  feshion,  skin  tones,  hair 
or  eyes.  It's  simple  psychology. 

In  male  team  games,  red  is 
the  colour:  signifying  as  It 
does  ego,  strength,  masculin- 
ity. brotherhood  and  the  win 
to  win.  Indeed,  somebody  has 


analysed!  the  football  results 
for  the  last  75  years,  and  dis- 
covered that  teams  with  red 
shirts,  sods,  shorts  — partic- 
ularly bold  clean  areas  of  red 
— ' 1 had  consistently  out- 
stripped their  rivals  in.  blue, 
green  or  yellow  battle-dress. 

One  of  the  big  clubs 
recently  changed  the  colour 
scheme  in  its  changing 
rooms:  for  its  own  team  red, 
for  the  visiting  teams  grey. 
The  goal:  to  put  the  visitors  at 
a psychological  disadvantage 
before  they’d  even  got  out  on 
the  field. 

Joy  Peach. 

Colour  analyst 
6 Clarks  Yard, 

Whitby,  Yorkshire. 


A natural  selection  from  the  Darwin  postbag 


Evolutionary  princi- 
ples are  not  contradicted 
by  the  success  of  social  ani- 
mals, pace  Alan  Grant  (Let- 
ters, April  15).  The  social 
bonds  and  co-operative  be- 
haviour displayed  by  these 
animals  gives  them  an  evolu- 
tionary advantage,  making 
those  individuals  displaying 
higher  degrees  of  social  be- 
haviour indeed  the  “fittest*’ 
and  "strongest"  in  their 
environment 
Antony  Massey. 

36  Davenport  Terrace, 
Hinckley, 

Leicestershire  LE9  7NL. 

"THE  theory  of  evolution  is 
I quite  clear  on  this  issue: 


the  fittest  the  ones  that  tend 
to  survive  and  reproduce,  are 
those  that  are  best  adapted  to 
survive  in  the  environment 
in  which  they  exist;  strength 
doesn’t  necessarily  have  any- 
filing  to  do  with  it  If  a crea- 
ture’s survival  is  aided  by 
forming  mutually  supportive 
bonds  within  a social  struc- 
ture, then  those  who  are  most 
able  to  form  such  bonds  will 
probably  be  the  most  success- 
ful the  ones  best  fitted  for 
reproduction. 

Jane  Bennett 

Levenshuhne,  Manchester  Ml9. 

PHILIP  Lloyd  Lewis  (Let- 
ters, April  13)  refers  to 
"the  evolution  versus  cre- 


ation controversy"  but  to 
some  of  us  there  is  no  dichot- 
omy between  creation  and 
evolution.  The  Prime  Mover 
of  file  whole  shoot  (or  "God” 
as  scientists  now  seem  to  call 
it/him.  for  short)  could  have 
created  an  evolutionary 
universe. 

Barbara  Wall 
Hayricks, 

Rackham,  Ptdboroogh, 

West  Sussex  RH20  2EU. 


Please  include  a full  postal 
address,  even  on  e-maiied 
letters,  and  a telephone  number. 
We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  mors  likely  to  appear. 
We  regret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  those  not  used. 


COOPERATION  is  dearly 
essential  to  dual  parent- 
ing (Good  riddance  to  the 
patriarch,  April  15;  Letters 
April  16, 17>.  but  this  has  to  be 
built  on  a foundation  of  deep 
communication.  This  is  what 
women  most  often  feel  they 
lack  from  their  male 
partners. 

However,  because  each 
partner  needs  to  feel  in- 
volved, valued  and  under- 
stood, effective  communica- 
tion is  not  just  about  men 
learning  to  listen  to  women 
but  depends  on  a willingness 
of  both  partners  to  appreciate 
and  celebrate  their  differ- 
ences and  similarities.  It  is  all 
too  easy  to  imprison  each 
other  behind  a wall  of  unex- 
amined  expectations. 

Cindy  Mann. 

Relate  counsellor. 

2;  Milsom  Street, 

Bath  BAl  IDE. 

“THREE  cheers  for  Russell 
I Celyn  Jones  (Letters,  April 
17)  and  his  commitment  to 
men’s  involvement  in  Child- 
care. My  partner  and  I both 
work  full-time,  and  we  have  a 
son.  Bea  Campbell’s  statistics 
are  spot-on:  I did  much  of  the 
housework  and  virtually  all 
of  file  loving  care  of  our  son. 

Emboldened  by  Ros  Cow- 
ard’s book.  Our  Treacherous 
Hearts  (where  she  argues  that 
women  have  failed  to  insist 
that  men  share  domestic 
labour),  I sought  to  persuade 


my  partner  to  do  more.  His 
eventual  response  was  that 
the  stress  of  juggling  work 
home  was  what  "we  femi- 
nists” wanted:  it  was  my 
problem,  not  his. 

Reader.  1 left  and  became  a 
single  parent  I am  still  jug- 
gling work  and  home.  I would 
prefer  our  son  to  grow  up 
with  both  parents,  but  if  he 
did  so,  his  most  visible  role 
model  would  be  a father  who 
is  unrepentant  about  his  non- 
involvement with  home  and 
children.  What  kind  of  father 
would  our  son  then  become? 

. I don’t  want  to  do  without 
men  as  Ros  Coward  claims.  I 
want  men  to  Join  women  in 
juggling  work  and  home,  and 
I hope  that  my  son  will  accept 
this  challenge  joyfully.  Can 
Ros  Coward  please  focus  on 
why  so  few  men  feel  able  or 
willing  to  do  so? 

Name  and  address  supplied 

A FEMINIST  is  not  a mono- 
/Alithic  siren.  Feminists  the 
world  over  have  initiated,  in- 
spired and  encouraged  de- 
bates around  masculinity  and 
domesticity,  including  par- 
enting. The  complicated  re- 
sponses to  fathers  and  father- 
ing embrace  different 
intellectual  and  emotional 
realities  if  you  care  to  be 
made  aware  of  them,  which 
Ros  Coward  clearly  has  not 
Elizabeth  Draper. 

44  Helix  Road, 

London  SW2  2JS. 


Schizoid  approach  to  insanity 


I FULLY  support  Meg  Hen- 
derson (Madness  of  the  'nor- 
mal varianf.  April  16).  It  is 
one  of  fids  government's  most 
criminal  acts  that  it  has  matte 
a complete  shambles  of  "care 
in  the  community”.  It  rushed 
to  close  the  mental  hospitals, 
not  as  a humane  act  to  prevent 
psychiatric  abuse,  but  for  eco- 
nomic expediency,  hi  doing  so 
it  saved  a vast  amount  of 
money  that  should  have  been 
spent  on  facilities  to  care  for 
the  mentally  ill  in  society. 
Alas,  this  money  was  withheld 
from  local  authorities,  which 
could  have  built  secure  ac- 
commodation more  fitting  to 
the  care  of  those  poor  individ- 
uals who  could  not  cope  with 
life  outside  an  institution. 

What  is  file  answer?  I ppt 
ftom  many  in  Che  profession 
by  advocating  the  dissolution 
of  psychiatry  as  a dead-in-the- 
water  profession  and  that  the 
clinical  psychologists  be 
allowed  to  create  the  right  at- 
mosphere for  the  treatment 
and  care  of  file  mentally  iff 
That  an  immediate  building 
programme  be  instigated  for 
secure,  compassionate  accom- 
modation run  by  clinical  psy- 
chologists and  the  creation  of 
gradual  non-drug  programmes  I 


to  help  less  severe  cases  to  be 
released  into  the  community. 
(Dr)  Stephen  F Myler. 

PO  Box  494. 

Leicester  LES  SZW. 

MEG  Henderson's  attack 
on  alternative  ap- 
proaches to  "madness”  is  the 
kind  of  nonsense  that  gives 
glee  to  drug  companies  which 
market  psychiatric  medica- 
tion, and  causes  misery  to 
people  looking  for  asylum  at 
times  of  distress. 

To  insist  that  mental  dis- 
tress should  be  treated  as  if  it 
were  an  organic  rfiseam*  is 
often  to  condemn  those  who 
suffer  debilitating  side-effects. 
She  sets  up  an  opposition  be- 
tween those  who  really  want 
to  protect  people  and  those 
who  pretend  there  is  no  prob- 
lem. Journals,  campaigning 
magazines  and  organisations 
like  Psychology  Politics  Resis- 
tance consistently  argue  for 
genuine  protection  of  those  in 
deep  pain,  for  real  asylum  and 
refuge  from  the  streets,  and 
for  some  more  helpful  discus- 
sion of  alternatives  to  the 
notion  of  “mental  Illness". 
(Prof)  Ian  Parker. 

Bolton  Institute, 

Deane  Road.  Bolton  BL3  SAB. 


A Country  Diary 


THE  BURREN,  Ireland:  At 
6.40am  I watched  a cat  saun- 
ter down  our  drive.  She 
stopped  at  each  lavender  bush 
to  sniff,  raising  her  head  as  if 
In  ecstaey.  I immediatley 
thought  of  our  own  Puss  Cat 
(She  died  in  my  arms  in  Janu- 
ary *95,  aged  17.  We  had  the 
vet  come  to  file  house).  I took 
her  and  our  miniature,  wire- 
haired  dachshund  for  a walk 
in  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall 
woods  near  Lockett.  The  dog 
rushed  ahead,  her  nose  to  the 
ground,  the  cat  ambled,  stop- 
ping every  now  and  then 
sniffing  delicately  at-  the 
woodland  flowers.  Many  was 
the  fright  she  gave  me,  that 
same  cat  in  her  mainly  rural 
depredations.  One  summer 
morning  she  appeared  at  our 
screen-door  in  Ithaca,  up- 
state New  York.  I screamed 
because  there  was  Puss  Cat 
looking  like  Fu  Mancha,  with 
a serpent  trailing  moustache- 
like from  each  side  of  her 
mouth.  My  scream  scared  the 
Cat,  who  dropped  the  snake 


which,  with  forked  tongue 
flicking  in  and  out  of  his 
mouth,  rapidly  slithered 
away.  I grabbed  Puss  Cat  and 
then  stood  transfixed,  no 
longer  with  fright  but  with 
awe.  So,  like  Lawrence,  I was 
“honoured'':  “How  glad  I was 
he  had  come"  a captive,  but 
gladder  that  he  went  away 
free.  Once  our  dog  was  being 
starved  on  our  vet’s  orders 
(she'd  eaten  pills  for  human 
consumption  — the  Poison 
Unit  in  the  hospital  had  to  be 
phoned  for  an  antidote,  hence 
the  starvation).  We  noticed 
Puss  Cat  in  the  distance  walk- 
ing on  the  walls,  holding 
something  in  her  mouth.  She 
jumped  into  the  garden,  came 
over  to  the  dog  and  placed 
down  in  front  erf  her  an  old 
chicken  carcase.  There  was 
between  them  a silent  com- 
munication, independent  of 
the  human  world.  Their  reac- 
tion to  the  Burren  after  their 
awful  six  months  of  quaran- 
tine was  joy  uncanflned. 

SARAH  PQYNTZ 


’ , ■ ■ 
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>KNCE  arrives  to 

l support  Prince  Ed- 

IwanTs  declaration 

that  the  class  system  is 
dead.  Hie  Diary’s  Mhle,  the 
Veuve  CUcqnot  Handbook 
to  the  Season,  comes  with 
this  month’s  Tatler.andmy 
eye  is  cannot  by  a feature  on 
the  ‘TUrals  Vnitton  Con- 
cours  d’Elegance”— a 
blacb-tie  and  vintage-car  af- 
fair at  the  Hnrlingham 
club.  Shown  sipping  cham- 
pagne and  enjoying  Anton 

Mosimann’s  canapes  areMr 
and  Mrs  Peregrin  eArm- 
strong-Jones,  Mr  James  GI1- 
bey,  and  Lord  and  Lady  St 
John  ofBletso,  while  Mis* 
Sophie  Rhys-Jones  chats 
happily  with  Lord  Ivar 
Monntbatten.  But  who  can 
this  he,  pictured  cm  a page 
headlined  “The  Season"?  It 
Is ‘'Mr  and  Mrs  Noel  Ed- 
monds". Good,  heavens 
above.  What  this  means  for 
society  is  unclear,  but  it’s  a 
proud  day  for  his  native  Il- 
ford, and  for  Crfnkley  Bot-  ' 
tom . Nolly  was  busy  show- 
ing the  Drake  of 
Marlborough  wound  Ms 
gnnge  tank  yesterday,  hut  a 
spokesman  went  on  record 
as  follows:  "Blobby,  blobby, 
dyndobohme-  Blobby, .. 
blobby,  Hadley.” 


I WAS  pleased  to  see  my 
so-called  rival  Nigel 

Dempster  analysing  the 
Yorks’  divorce  on  Tuesday's 
News  At  Ten.  We  who  style 
ourselves  “royal  watchers" 
are  an  6Ute,  and  we  like  to 
stick  together — and  be- 
sides, it  was  very  good  of 
him  to  fill  in  fbr  me  at  such 
short  notice.  Mgel  is  con- 
sidered uniquely  qualified 
to  share  his  insider's 
knowledge  about  this  par- 
ticular marriage  break-up: 
it  was  he,  after  all,  vrtio  in- ' 
stated  that  the  Yorks  would 
certainly  not  be  separating 
the  day  before  they  split 


ON  that  same  bulletin, 
meanwhile,  Clare 
Short  was  shown  get- 
ting rather  batey  with  a 
reporter  trying  to  interview 
her  about  her  latest  “gaffe" 
-—the  wicked  suggestion 
that  high  earners  might  pay 
more  tax — while  she 
walked  on  a pavement  near 
Westminster.  “You,”  she 
told  the  man,  “are Invading 
my  privacy.”  Privacy?  On 
the  road?  Some  students  of 
New  Labour  suspect  that 
Miss  Short  has  let  slip  yet 
another  hidden  plan:  can  it 
be  that  they  want  to  priva-  . 
tise  our  streets? 


EASStJRXNGnews  for 
those  distressed  by 
reports  that  Halftrack 
is  no  longer  gjvingfireefirst- 
class  train  travel  to  its  em- 
ployees. but  is  economising 
by  having  them  use  their 
cars  Instead- Paul  Fisher, 
BaUtrack’s  chief  surveyor 
(he  Is  currently  busy  sur-.  "• 
veylngtbe  £650  million 
Thameslink  project),  was  in 
the  Bang’s  Arms,  a Saffron 
Walden  pub,  one  lunchtime 
this  week.  A man  said  he 
had  spotted  him  at  the 
station,  disappearing  into  & 
first-class  carriage.  ‘T 
thought  they  were  going  to 
stop  all  that  first-class  busi- 
ness," said  the  man.  “Oh 
no.”  said  Mr  Fisher,  a man 
of  some  self-confidence, 
“that’s  only  for  the  nerds.” 


■MOR  those  of  you  look- : 
E ingforward  to  the  ttfrr- 
■ eraxy  from  Mandy 
Mandelson’s  recent  trip  to 
the  Far  East,  the  news  is 
disappointing.  Mandy,  you 
will  recall,  visited  Hong 
Kong.  Korea,  Singapore  and 
Japan  (the  hotels  and  busi- 
ness airfares  cost  £6, 000 — a 
tab  generously  picked  up  by 

Barclays  Bank)  in  a self-sac- 
rificing quest  to  boost  Hart- 
lepool's trade  links  with  the 
par  Bast.  No  doubt  it  will 
arrive  today.  


Perhaps  one  of  the 

companies  Mandy  vis- 
ited was  Korean  car 
manufacturer  Ssangyong, 
which  has  brought  out  a 
new  four-wheel-drive  pre- 
tend Range  Rover.  Its  name 
Is  the  Musso.  Although  the 
company  says  it  has  no 
plans  at  present  to  manufac- 
ture something  called  the 
Fuhrer.it  is  considering  - 
calling  its  neact  “off-road  ve- 
hicle” Cprobablytobe  made 
at  its  new  Hartlepool  plant) 
the  Uncle  Joe.  


AFTER  43  years  of  ser- 
vice to  Ms  industry, 
Cedric  Brown’s  . 
retirement  draws  close— 
yntl  Hollis  ofBrlt- 

ish  Gas  (Exploration  and 
Production)  has  been  en- 
conragizig  her  colleagues  to 
mark  the  occasion-  “should 
you  wish  to  record  good 
wishes  to  Cedric  please 
come  and  seeme  ouA2,  me 
says  in  her  memo-  *~otiBRB 

knocolubction.” 


Commentary 


Hugo 


DONALD  Dewar, 
severe  commissar  of 
soft-focus  New 
Labour  politics,  is 
correct  There  can  be  no  back- 
sliders. as  he  wrote  on  fids 
page  yesterday,  from  the 
duties  of  collective  leader- 
ship. But  he  underestimates 
the  problem  which  the 
episode  of  Clare  Short’s  atti- 
tude to  money  has  Shnvi- 
nated.  The  problemfor  Tony 
Blair  may  i>f  h«r 

attitude:  it  seems  so  Old 
Labour.  The  problem  this  ex- 
poses about  New  Labour  is 
more  to  do  with  having  an  at- 
titude at  alL 

It’s  perfectly  reasonable  for 
the  commissars  to  demand 
conformity  at  the.  fop.  If  file 
party  has  decided  against  re- 
nationalising  Railirack,  or  in 
favour  of  selectively  handing 
over  television  licences  to  the 
friends  It  hopes  it  has  at  the 
Daily  Mirror,  dissenters 
among  the  leading  cadres 
must  swallow  their  doubts. 
Tte  shadow  cabinet  isn’t  a po- 
litical playground,  and  we  are 
entering  serious  times.  The 


Dewar  doctrine,  that  coDec-. 
live,  responsibility  must  be 
observed  as  rigorously  in  op- 
position as  in  government, 
may  seem  at  first  sight  a little 
presumptuous.  But  the  elec- 
tion is  getting  nearer.  On 
grounds  -of  clarity,  never 
mini?  discretion,  it's  impor- 
tant that  one  voice  is  tolling 
the  -country  where  it  will 
stand. 

But  what  did  Clare  Short 
do?  Her  offence  was  not  to  dis- 
sent from  a declared  policy. 
The  only  policy  trans- 
gressed, when  ottering  file 
mild  thought  that  she  person- 
ally wouldn’t  mind  paying  a 
bit  more  tax,  was  the  policy  to 
have  no  policy.  This,  admit- 
tedly, is  a very  important  pol- 
icy. It  probably  transcends  all 
other  policies.  It's  the  policy 
to  which  the  spin  doctors  and 
media  musclemen  employed 
by  file  Labour  Party  devote 
the  greatest  part  of  their 
efforts.  ’While  happy  enough 
to  insist  that  Labour  is  over- 
flowing with  policies  tn  gen- 
eral, they  are  happier  when 
denying  at  awkward  mo- 
ments fiat  it  has  a policy  in 
particular  — happiest  of 
all  when  reassuring  the  world 
that  ft  has  no  particular  pol- 
icy in  relation  to  tax. 

TheShort  crime,  therefore, 
was  of  a.heinons  nature,  in 
that  she  ventured,  however 
briafly  and  tangentially,  into 
a calculated  void.  Claiming 
no  authority  whatever  and  ut- 
tering no  dissent  from  any- 
thing, rHa  nonetheless  blew  a 


tew  words  into  foe  pristine 
vacuum.  What  this  leaves  be- 
hind, I think,  is  something 
mere  resonant  fovn  the  noise 
which  can  be  - silenced . by 
keeping  her  off  the  air.  as  was 
immediately  done,  even  on 
her  own  portfolio  subject  of 
Raittrack 

One  reason  why  she  struck 
a chord,  -with  her  muttered 
reference  to  a personal  posi- 
tion, is  that  people  are  getting 
suspicious  of  the  great  void. 
They  may  not  need  to  know, 
yet,  exactly  how  labour  win 
handle  income  tax,  but  they 
experience  the  beginnings  of 
unease  about  lie  condition  all 
these  silences  suggest  They 
don’t  want  Clare  Short  to  pro- 
claim a tax  policy,  and  don’t 
suppose  for  a moment  that 
she’s  doing  so.  But  perhaps 
they  warm  to  the  staggering 
glimpse  of  a front-line  politi- 
cian who  lets  slip  a convic- 
tion which  they  can  under- 
stand, and  which  has  a 
recognisable  connection  with 
all  parties  of  the  left,  new  or 
Ad- 
just possibly,  In  other 
words,  resistance  is  at  last  de- 
veloping to  the  notion  which 
has  held  sway  for  nearly  two 
yeafs:  that  the  only  way  New 
Labour  must  ever  be  defined 
is  through  the  carefully 
wrought,  infinitely  sincere, 
universally  painless  utter- 
ances of  one  man,  the  party 
leader.  For  calculated  impre- 
cision can,  if  it  goes  on  long 
enough,  be  self-defeating. 
Eventually,  it  cannot  help 


generating  some  cynicism 
about  the  bland  generalities 
behind  which  the  harder  facts 
and  riskier  policies  are  kept 
from  view. 

Why  does  New  Labour 
adopt  this  dangerous  strat- 
egy? Most  of  the  answer  is 
very  simple,  and  ter  removed 
from  the  substance  of  a politi- 
cal programme.  Labour  Is  ter- 
rified of  the  media.  Whether 
it  has  really  lost  its  convic- 
tions may  be  moot  That  It 
has  lost  its  willingness  to  ex- 
press ttw1  Is  certain.  It  is 
ruled  by  how  things  play,  not 
how  they  are  or  might  be.  It  is 
headed  not  by  a cabin  et-in- 
waiting  that  seethes  with  con- 
tradictory convictions,  so 
much  as  by  one  that  has  cho- 
sen the  paralysis  of  admitting 
to  none  stall.  * 

This  tear  of  the  madia  is 
understandable.  The  media 
are  not  Labour’s  friends.  Op- 
position is  a different  game 
from  what  it  was  in  the  70s. 
The  vultures  wait  to  pounce 
on  every  particle  of  conten- 


Mr  Blair’s  party 
is  in  danger 
of  letting  the 
media  and  the 
Tories  set  the  limits 
of  its  honesty 


tion  with  an  appetite  they 
never  had  when  Mrs  Thamher 
was  getting  the  Tory  Party 
ready  to  rescue  Britain  from 
the  socialist  nightmare.  Tab- 
loid values,  played  swiftly 
tntn  television,  ktn  off  serious 
policy  debate  before  it  starts. 
The  interest  in  what  Clare 
Short  had  to  say  didn’t  origi- 
nate in  an  honest  belief  that 
she  was  revealing  Labour’s 
secret  agenda.  In  that  regard, 
the  presentation  was  quite 
disingenuous.  But  the  loader- 
ship’s  reaction  was  like  the 


European  Commission’s  gro- , 
tesque  hypocrisy  over  British 
beef:  we  know  there’s  almost 
nothing  in  foiy,  but  public 
fuss  is  more  than  we  can 
stand.  Ms  Short  may  yet  be 
lucky  to  beat  the'culL 

It’s  true  enough  that 
Labour  needs  to  be  especially 
careful  to  avoid  the  impres- 
sion of  disunity.  One  of  its 
hottest  cards  is  the  evident 
disintegration  of  modem  Con- 
servatism brought  about  by 
the  question  of  Europe;  Its 
own  disagreements  litter  the 
history  of  Labour  govern- 
ments, and  do  much  to  ex- 
plain the  disappointment 
over  which  those  broken- 
backed  ff’itTfiws  have  often 
presided.  And  the  more  stren- 
uously Mr  Blair  exerts  his 
iron  hand,  the  greater  grows 
the  despair  of  a Conservative 
Party  that  is  already'  very 
nearly  suicidal. 

My  point  is  not  to  contest 
the  need  for  discipline.  Nor  is 
it  to  defend  the  loose  way  in 
which  Clare  Short  gave  a hos- 
tage to  media  that  are  vora- 
ciously hunting  iter  nothing 
else.  It  is,  with  a mild  whim- 
per, to  register  the  negative 
effect  that  media  competition 
in  all  its  intensity  has  on  po- 
litical truth-telling,  specially 
on  the  willingness  of  the 
Labour  leadership  to  come 
clean.  The  media  as  promot- 
ers of  secret  politics:  there’ll 
be  much  more  to  say  about 
that  tn  foe  next  few  months. 

Most  of  all.  the  point  is  to 
curse  Labour’s  abject  defen- 
siveness. Mr  Blair’s  party  is 
in  danger  of  letting  foe  media 
and  the  Tories  set  the  limits 
of  its  honesty.  It  seems  happy 
with  specifics  only  when 
these  parrot  Tory  specifics: 
Straw  cm  crime  and  the  PTA, 
Cook  on  what  we  will  defi- 
nitely not  dream  of  doing  in 
Europe.  Even  the  social  chap- 
ter is  prudently  down-graded. 
This  is  the  politics  of  opaque- 
ness and  sxnoothery.  But  gov- 
ernment won’t  be  a void,  as 
Clare  Short  is  coarse  enough 
to  insist 


Install  a city  boss;  build  social 
housing  on  barren  land;  clear 
the  air  we  breathe;  bury  tourist 
coaches.  Norman  Foster  has 
designs  on  life  in  London 


mm'-  ONDON  is  a unique 

■ city-  When  you.  look 

HI  down  upon  it  from 

air  you  realise 
iHHthat  "WiflcA  other 
European  cities,  it  does  not 
have  a strung  grid  pattern  of 
streets.  The  names  on  those 
red' buses  give  the  clues,  espe- 
cially if  you  say  them  back- 
wards: Heath  Hampstead, 
Park  . St  James’s,  Bush  Shep- 
herd's, Green  Islington-  Lan- 
dau is  a rich  mix  of  spaces  and 
piwo«.  large,  small,  formal, 
informal,  but  mostly  green. 
AU  of  those  places  car  boroughs 
have  a strong  Sense  of  commu- 
nity which  is  reflected  in  foeir 
political  structure. 

But  when  you  look  closely 
at  London  it  is  one  homoge- 
neous city  wllh  a £122  button 

economy-  The  problems  ofin- 
frastructnre  - — public  trans- 
port, wnwirrmtiliwHniw,  home- 

lassnass,  parking,  pollution 
and  foe  river — are  shared  by 
all  Londoners,  and  sane  are 
certainly  better  served  than 
Others.  Many  of  these  prob- 
lems are  opportunities  wait-' 
leg  .to  he  collectively  grasped. 
The  lines  Between  indfridqal 
boroughs  are  arbitrary  lines 
on  paper. 

The  other  lines  on  paper — 
an  organisation  diagram  of 
how  T/Yndrm  & run  — makes 
even  less  sense.  It  Is  a miracle 
font  it  works,  at  alL  But  this 
mawp  does  explain  why  the 
infrastructure  of  London  is 


underinvestment,  lack  of  cre- 
ative thinking  axrt  resourcing. 
We  are  trading  an  an  infra- 
structure fiat  was  largely  cre- 
ated between  the  age  of  the 
horse  and  cart  and  the  on- 


slaught of  the  car.  If  we  do  not 
do  something,  trcnArm  will 
wind  down  and  lose  its  pre- 
eminence. • • 

The  main  reason  that  we 
spend  so  much  time  talking 
and  not  acting  is  that  there  is 
simply  no  city-wide  agency 
with  a responsibility  to  define 
the  capital's  priorities  — to 
agree  needs;  to  oommisskm 
designs  to -meet  these  needs; 
«rinfl  ftm  to  implement  them, 
lb  create  the  physical  infra- 
structure you  first  have  to 
create  a structure  to  make 
decisions.  The  present  one  fs 


inadequate,  so  you  have  to 
redesign  it.  For  that  you  need 
a constitutional  planner — not 
an  architect  . 

What  advice  as  an  architect 
could  I give,  based  on  33  years. 
at  professional  life  in  London 
grtri  working  with  over  100 
cities  in  26  countries?  Well,  no 
two  cities  are  alike.  But  when 
I think  c£  fiie  best  works,  in 
foe  best  cities,  then  there  are 
cammcm  denominators  which 
bridge  cultures.  First,  the 
qualfy  of  a place  is  as  good  as 

foe  .quality  of  its  design — old 

and  new,  road  and  park, 
bridge  and  build  tog,  paving 
and  bus  shelter,  tree  planting 
aryl  lamppost  planting.  Same 
do  it  well,  sane  do  It  badly. 
The  quality  of  design  Is  only 
as  good  as  ti te  quality  of  deri.- 
skm-mahans  To  have  that  ca- 
paMttty,  London,  like  ofoer 

efttes  In  the  world,  needs  a 

leader.  Call  fills  person  a 
mayor  if  it  helps:  most  cities 
do  — like  Barcelona.  Paris 
and  New  York. 

This  person  has  to  have  the 
equivalent  of  a cabinet  of  advi- 
sers.— an  such  matters  as 


economy,  finance,  ecology, 
planning,  architecture,  engi- 
neering and  traffic.  That 
should  not  be  difficult — ironi- 
cally they  number  some  of  our 
best  export  skills.  This  person 
also  n&eds  to  be  politically 
independent,  elected  and  an- 
swerable to  the  community. 
Given  file  best  system,  it  wfll 
then  only  be  as  good  as  that 
'individual. 

The  Mayo*  of  Barcelona. 
Pasqual  MaragaH,  is  an  excel- 
lent example.  I have  witnessed 
his  transformation  of  Barce- 
lona since  my  first  visit  there 
during  the  Franco  regime,  and 
seen  how  he  has  respected  its 
history  and  culture,  improved 
communications,  created  150 
new  public  spaces,  controlled 
traffic,  buried  roads,  replaced 
slums  and  embarked  on  a bold 
pmgnawimo  af  modem  public 
buildings.  We.  won  a competi- 
tion in  1988  for  the  final  gn  of 
me  Of  — S orwrimnntea- 
tion  lower. 

At  that  time  the  city  was 
threatened  by  the  environ- 
mental impact  cf  hundreds  of 

unregulated  masts  and  anten- 
nae which  dominated  the  sky- 
line. I saw  how  he  fooght  the 
three  comrannlfsttinm  gfomiv 
which  each  wanted  to  add 
foeir  own  massive  tower;  bow 
he  persuaded  them  to  build. 

one  single  tower  instead,  to' 
create  a company  for  the  pro- 
ject In  which  the  town  hall 
had  a Share,  to  create  extra 
space  to  absorb  all  the  illegal 
satellite  dishes  and  masts 
which  littered  the  district,  and 
also  to  provide  a public  view- 
ing platform.  Instead  of  a di- 
saster it  has  become  a symbol 
cf  civic  pride  for  the  city.  The 
site  of  the  tower  Is  now  a 
protected  park  of  natural 
beauty,  and  there  is  an  elegant 
economy  in  file  concept  of  a 
stogie  poetic  structure  No 
committee  or  commercial 
group,  however  efficient  or 
well  intenttoned.  could  have' 
achieved  what  I have  -de- 
scribed. It  needed  a combina- 
tion of  the  right  system  and 


foe  right  person.  But  central 
government  also  has  an  Im- 
portant role  to  play.  Imagine 
the  influence  that  a govern- 
ment which  last  year  bad  a 
£306  button  budget  could  exert 
with  a commitment  to  im- 
prove the  environment  Bufld- 
ings  consume  half  cf  our  ener- 
gy — transport  and  industry 
the  rest  Most  of  It  is  wasted 
and  returns  .as  pollution. 
Higher  environmental  stan- 
dards, matched  by  good  de- 
sign. can  address  such  issues. 
Government  could  lead  by  in- 
spired example. 

Given  sane  of  the  initia- 
tives J have  mentioned,  what 
might  be  cm  an  agenda  for 
London?  For  me  they  would 
be  bousing;  inner-city  neigh- 
bourhoods, the  river  and  cen- 
tral London  spaces. 

The  essence  of  a city  Is  high 
dignity  AY>fi  & rich  mature  of 
uses.  This  could  be  a descrip- 
tion of  scene  of  the  most 
sought-after  areas  in  London 
which  are  medium-rise  and 
among  the  densest  in  Europe. 
Five  per  cent  cf  London’s  land 
consists  cf  barren  inner-city 
sites  waiting  to  be  developed 
— an  opportunity  for  a new 
generation  of  imaginative 
buildings  with  a strong  em- 
phasis on  social  housing. 

THERE  are.  for  exam- 
ple, 26,000  families 
in  temporary  ac- 
commodation, and 
current  plans  for 
social  housing  foil  fer  short  of 
solving  this  problem,  winch 
Itself  cannot  be  separated 
from  that  of  foe  homeless.  The 
newer  industries  are  clean 
and  no  longer  a blighting  in- 
fluence, so  they  can  coexist 
with  schools  and  housing. 

I lave  seen  the  way  that  a 
Single  new  building  for  foe 
community,  with  a pro- 
gramme cf  urban  landscaping, 
can  regenerate  an  entire  quar- 
ter of  a small  city  — we  did 
that  with  the  Mayor  of  Nhnes 
in  the  south  of  France.  In 
London  a city-wide  authority 


could  also  help  to  achieve  the 
linkages  of  public  transport, 
cycle  paths,  riverside  walks, 
piers  mid  river  buses. 

Calming  the  traffic  would 
help  to  create  more  civilised 
spaces  for  people  both  along 
and  at  the  ends  cf  the  historic 
routes.  Not  since  Nash,  over 
ISO  years  ago.  have  we  looked 
at  ttie  grander  scale  of  our 
city. 

There  is  certainly  the  oppor- 
tunity of  creating  new  spaces 
as  well.  For  example.  Horse 
Guards  Parade  is  one  of  the 
largest  surface  car  parks  in 
London.  By  removing  the  cars 
and  linking  it  to  St  James’s 
Park,  it  could  become  one  of 
the  great  civic  spaces  in 
Europe.  There  are  magnifi- 
cent courtyards  in  the  adjoin- 
ing buildings  in  Whitehall 


which  are  currently  private 
parking  lots.  Removing  the 
500  cars  — less  than  0J2  per 
cent  of  all  public  parking 
spaces  — and  putting  them 
below  ground  would  cost  a 
mere  £3  million-  It  would  cre- 
ate a wonderful  pedestrian 
route  from  Parliament  Square 
northwards. 

You  could  also  put  a hun- 
dred of  those  tour  coaches 
which  form  solid  nose-to-tafl 
walls  in  the  centre  of  London 
below  ground  for  another  £4 
million,  and  surely  we  need  a 
London-wide  policy  far  con- 
trolling coaches,  including  a 
new  terminal  fit,  say,  Vaux- 
hall  Cross,  directly  above  the 
Victoria  Line. 

London  Is  a great  city  which 
we  love,  and  that  is  why  many 
of  us  choose  to  live  and  work 
there  That  is  the  best  reason  I 
can  think  of  for  sparing  no 
effort  to  try  and  make  it 
better. 


Sir  Norman  Foster  heads  Foster 
& Partners,  an  International 
practice  of  architects,  planners 
and  designers.  They  are 
currently  working  on  the  British 
Museum  in  London,  the  new 
German  Parliament  in  Berlin 
and  Hong  Kong  Airport 


There’s  nowt 
so  queer 
as  folk 


Ros  Coward 


IF  YOU  want  to  make  a 
name  for  yourself  in  acade- 
mia at  flie  moment,  write  a 
book  for  the  burgeoning 
Queer  Studies  market  Pub- 
lishers just  can’t  get  enough  of 
them  — books  like  Out  in 
Culture,  About  Time:  Explor- 
ing The  Gay  Past,  Cassell’s 
Queer  Companion,  A Queer 
Romance:  Lesbian  Gays  and 
Popular  Culture,  Gay  Ideas,  or 
Queer  in  America. 

You  can  tell  it’s  a band- 
wagon because  publishers 
make  the  books  all  look  foe 
same.  The  cover  has  either  a 
naked  ultra-muscular  man 
(pastiche)  or  some  gay  fashion 
icon,  still  usually  a James 
Dean  look-alike.  Inside  you 
can  bank  an  mare  pouting 
pictures  — often  cf  actors  who 
have  been  “read"  as  gay  icons, 
and  of  course,  in  the  raun- 
chier texts,  plenty  cf  penises. 

Currently  this  is  academia’s 
fashionable  subject,  defini- 
tively pushing  aside  women’s 
studies  as  being  essentialist 
meaning  that  it  makes  as- 
sumptions about  essential 
identities  which  pre-exist 
social  structures.  However 
anti-essentialist  in  content, 
women's  studies  is  in  trouble, 
implying  there  are  such 
things  as  women.  And  gender 
studies  just  sonnds  like 
women’s  studies  with  added 
men.  Even  gay  studies  might 
imply  a gay  gene. 

But  queer  studies  can’t  be 
similarly  deconstructed. 
“Queer”  sounds  self-aware,  pa- 
rodic,  making  the  point  that 
sexual  identities  are  to  use  the 
jargon  that  goes  with  these 
courses,  “a  performative'’.  The 
writer  most  often  quoted  as 
explaining  the  idea  cf  sexual- 
ity as  ’’performance”  is  Judith 
Butler,  who  in  Gender  Trou- 
bles argues  that  “gender  is, 
thus,  a construction  that  regu- 
larly conceals  its  genesis;  the 
tacit  collective  agreement  to 
perform,  produce  and  sustain 
discrete  and  polar  genders  as 
cultural  fictions  is  obscured  by 
foe  credibility  of  those  produc- 
tions — and  the  punishments 
that  attend  not  agreeing  to  be- 
lieve in  them;  the  construction 
'compels’  our  belief  in  its  ne- 
cessity and  naturalness". 

Like  so  many  others  in  this 
field  of  studies,  Butter  makes 
heavy  weather  of  basically 
simple  points.  Indeed,  in  one 
form  or  another,  these  are  the 
same  points  which  have  been 
constantly  reiterated  stoce  the 
humanities  abandoned  hu- 
manism in  favour  of  anti-hu- 
manism. It  is  particularly  sur- 
prising that  these  authors 
have  not  found  better  ways  of 
communicating,  these 

are  the  founding  assertions  of 
academia’s  politically  radical 


subjects  Including  cultural 
studies,  women’s  studies  and 
cost-colonial  studies. 

Anti-humanist  philosophy 
is  basically  straightforward.  It 
claims  that  people  are  sub- 
jects, constructed  by  the  ideol- 
ogies and  practices  Into  which 
they  are  bom.  Marxism  made 
this  fashionable  in  academia 
In  the  70s.  Foucault  added  the 
understanding  that  people  do 
not  originate  their  own  ideas, 
but  are  discursively  con- 
structed. Feminism  developed 
this  to  argue  that  gender  Iden- 
tity was  also  a construct  Der- 
rida added  the  final  touches.  If 

everything  is  discourse,  there 
is  no  hierarchy  where  one 
discourse  is  more  truthfliL  SO 
it’s  equally  valuable  to  study 
all  forms  of  culture.  Everyone 
in  the  liberal  media  knows 
fills.  In  wadomia,  they  Still 
think  they  have  found  the 
Holy  Grail. 

But  anyone  wanting  to 
study  these  ideas  will  not  find 
them  in  a simple  form.  Even  if 
they  manage  the  usual  diet  of 
frogs,  made  more  palatable 
now  by  various  Introductions, 
they  will  have  to  negotiate 
brand-new  queer-studies  ob- 
scurantists. One  such  guru. 
Eve  EOsofeky  Sedgewidt,  says 
things  like:  ‘“Close tedness’  it- 
self is  a performance  Initiated 
as  such  by  the  speech  act  of 
silence  — not  a particular 
silence,  but  a silence  that  ac- 
crues particularity  by  ills  and 
starts,  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
course that  surrounds  and  dif- 
ferentially constitutes  it” 

It’s  a fchame  such  language 
will  deter  anyone  not  signed 
up  for  a queer-studies  course. 
Sedgewick’s  book.  The  Episte- 
mology Of  The  Closet  is  a 
fascinating  history  of  sexual- 
ity, or  rather,  sexualities. 

’S  nothing  wrong 
with  the  content  of 
queer  studies  nor  its 
growing  body  of  research.  Nor 
would  I belittle  the  “performa- 
tive" notion  of  gender  which 
challenges  complacent  as- 
sumptions that  sexual  identity 
is  a fixed  biological  given. 
What  I do  object  to  is  a suppos- 
edly radical  area  reproducing 
the  obscurantism  af  old  aca- 
demic elites. 

The  practitioners  of  queer 
studies  are  no  worse  than 
other  academic  elites  using 
obscurantism  as  a means  of 
career  advancement  and  pro- 
tection from  outside  criticism. 
However,  queer  studies  does 
not  claim  to  be  an  academic 
dttte.  It  used  liberal  guilt  to 
come  into  existence,  and  still 
claims  to  serve  a radical  con- 
stituency outside  the  acad- 
emy. So,  why  are  so  few  of  its 
practitioners  willing  to  decon- 
struct their  own  performance 
as  academics? 

’ It  is  almost  as  if  the  lan- 
guage of  queer  studies  is  being 
used  to  distance  it  from  the 
social  anger  that  made  the 
writing  necessary  in  foe  first 
place.  This  can  be  good  for  no- 
one  except  those  few  writes 
who  win  make  a cares’  within 
an  academy  that  will  recog- 
nise and  reward  their  lan- 
guage but  ignore  the  disci- 
pline’s founding  politics. 
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Stavros  Niarchos 


Master  of  his 
own  fortune 


FOR  HALF  a century 
the  tankers,  carri- 
ers and  supertank- 
ers of  Stavros  Niar- 
chos, who  has  died 
aged  86.  have  been  crossing 
the  globe.  In  an  age  when 
merchant  shipping  is  run  by 
grey  executives.  Niarchos’s 
flamboyant  style  — his  sur- 
name means  “shipmaster"  — 
set  him  apart  His  fleet  which 
ten  years  ago  was  estimated 
at  3 million  tonnes  displace- 
ment. represents  only  15  per 
cent  of  his  assets.  The  other 
85  per  cent  is  tied  up  in 
shares,  gold,  property  and  art 
He  is  believed  to  have  been 
the  largest  private  investor  in 
Citibank,  and  he  created 
enough  wealth  for  ten  genera- 
tions of  his  family  to  live  in 
opulence.  But  it  was  not 
always  like  that 
His  father,  Spyros  Niar- 
chos, and  his  mother,  Euge- 
nie Coumandaros.  were  from 
Spam  in  Greece,  and  had 
spent  some  years  running  a 
sweet  shop  in  Buffalo,  New 
York  State.  Their  first  child. 
Maria,  was  born  in  the  US, 
but  Stavros  arrived  in 
Greece,  and  missed  American 
citizenship.  His  early  years 
were  happy.  He  went  to  a 
private  school,  and  although 
by  no  means  rich,  his  family 
was  comfortably  off  until 
1923.  when  everything  col- 
lapsed. Stavros  Niarchos  was 
14  when  his  father  went  bank- 
rupt Scarred  by  the  spectre  of 
poverty,  he  determined  never 
to  be  poor  again. 

In  1928,  be  was  employed  as 
an  office  assistant  by  his  rich 
merchant  uncles,  the  Cou- 
mandaros brothers,  who  were 
grain  traders.  A curious  mix- 
ture of  playboy  and  Izard 
worker,  Stavros  was  an  ex- 
ceptional analyst  who  could 
predict  economic  trends.  He 
persuaded  his  uncles  to  buy 
their  own  ships,  which  led  to 
a 35  per  cent  saving  cm  grain 
importation  costs. 

Just  before  the  second 
world  war,  when  his  uncles 
dissolved  their  partnership. 
Niarchos  acquired  a 60  per 
cent  share  and  operating  con- 
trol in  one  of  their  ships,  the 
Maleas.  and  insured  the  ves- 
sel against  war  risks,  when 
rates  were  still  low.  The 
£60,000  ship  was  bombed  by 
the  German  air  force  in  Ant- 
werp harbour.  The  insurance 
compensation  was  nearly  $1 
million.  Thus  did  the  the  war 
usher  Niarchos  into  the  ship- 
ping world. 

Conventional  wisdom  had 
it  that  a slump  would  follow  I 


the  end  of  the  war.  Stavros 
Niarchos  thought  otherwise: 
he  was  convinced  that  for- 
tunes lay  ahead  for  ship- 
owners. His  friends  thought 
he  was  crazy.  He  placed 
orders  with  brokers  in  New 
York  and  London  to  buy  any- 
thing that  would  float  and. 
together  with  his  compatriots 
Stavros  Livanos  and  Aristotle 
Onassis,  embarked  on  a huge 
shipbuilding  programme. 
There  was  no  sustained  down- 
turn, and  global  reconstruc- 
tion demanded  more  tonnage 
than  ever  before.  Like  Onas- 
sis. he  knew  the  world  econo- 
my would  be  based  on  oil  and 
its  transportation,  and  their 
competition  in  this  Geld  be- 
came legendary.  Both,  using 
flags  of  convenience,  broke 
through  into  a new  financial 
era.  introduced  supertankers, 
and  amassed  vast  fortunes. 

in  1947,  Niarchos  became 
Onassis’s  brother-in-law  by 
marrying  his  wife's  sister, 
Eugenie  Livanos.  daughter  of 


Scarred  by  the 
spectre  of 
poverty,  he 
determined  never 
to  be  poor  again 


Stavros  Livanos.  The  Greek 
word  for  men  who  marry  sis- 
ters is  batzanokla  — tradi- 
tionally, they  should  behave 
like  true  brothers.  Niarchos 
and  Onassis  did  not.  Their 
intense  business  rivalry  now 
spilled  into  a darker  conflict 
Niarchos  and  Onassis  were 
indicted  by  the  US  Justice 
Department  in  1953  for  viola- 
tions of  the  1946  Ship  Sales 
Act.  They  were  accused  of 
getting  control  of  tankers  pro- 
hibited from  sale  to  foreign- 
ers. Niarchos’s  entire  Ameri- 
can operation  was  under 
threat  and.  if  found  guilty,  he 
faced  a stiff  prison  sentence. 
But  while  Niarchos  remained 
in  London.  Onassis  returned 
to  the  US  to  face  his  sealed 
indictment.  As  a result,  the 
Justice  Department  was 
obliged  to  make  both  indict- 
ments public.  Niarchos  did 
not  set  foot  on  American  soil, 
but  sent  his  British  lawyer  to 
negotiate  with  the  US  Assis- 
tant Attorney  General,  who 
was  dealing  with  Onassis  face 
to  face.  A deal  was  Anally 
worked  out  but  Niarchos  was 


later  sued  by  the  US  govern- 
ment again  fbr  breaching  the 
agreement  Consequently,  he 
transferred  his  operations  to 
Europe. 

Meanwhile,  Niarchos  felt 
.severely  threatened  by  the 
"Jeddah  agreement"  between 
Onassis  and  the  Saudi  Ara- 
bian monarch,  by  which 
Onassis  was  to  supply  500, W0 
tons  of  tanker  shipping  to  set 
up  the  Saudi  Arabian  Mari- 
time Company  (Samco), 
which  would  get  priority 
rights  on  Arabian  oil  ship- 
ments. Had  the  deal  material- 
ised. Onassis,  within  a 

decade,  would  have  had  a 
strategic  monopoly  on  the 
annual,  transport  of  more 
than  45  million  tons  of 
oil.  This  threatened  not  only 
Aramco,  the  consortium  dom- 
inated by  four  major  Ameri- 
can oil  companies,  but  US 
strategic  policy.  It  also  threat- 
ened Niarchos.  The  time  had 
come  to  take  action. 

He  offered  Robert  Mayhew, 
a former  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  agent  and  some- 
time associate  of  the  reclusive 
multi-millionaire  Howard 
Hughes,  an  advance  to  scup- 
per the  Saudi  agreement, 
which,  as  his  lawyer  put  it, 
was  a threat  to  American  for- 
eign interests.  Thus  was  On- 
ass  is' s deal  undermined, 
through  intense  pressure  put 
On  the  Saudis- 

Onassis 's  ships  would  have 
been  left  uncbaztered,  while 
Niarchos  had  good  fixed  rate 
contracts  and  would  have 
brought  his  brother-in-law  to 
heel,  were  it  not  for  the  1956 
Suez  Canal  crisis.  Egypt’s 
President  Macmr  natimwl  icof) 

the  canal;  Britain,  France  and 
Israel  attacked  Egypt;  the  ca- 
nal was  blocked  with  sunken 
ships.  Middle  Eastern  oil  now 
had  to  go  round  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  the  world 
urgently  needed  more  tank- 
ers. 

The  boycott  engineered  by 
Niarchos,  which  had  left  his 
brother-in-law’s  tankers  un- 
chartered, now  meant  that 
Onassis  could  multiply  his 
wealth  while  Niarchos  had 
already  committed  his  fleet 
and  should  have  been  imaU« 
to  profit  from  the  new 
circumstances. 

But  Niarchos  had  formida- 
ble British  and  American  law- 
yers.  He  claimed  force 
majeure,  reneged  on  his  con- 
tracts. and  made  his  ships 
available  for  new  deals  at  the 
new  going  rates,  which  had 
inflated  by  300  to  400  per  cent 
overnight  As  a result,  both 


James  Burke 


Stavros  Niarchos ...  a curious  mixture  of  playboy  and  hard  worker 


men  were  able  to  cash  in  on 
the  Suez  boom  — making  a 
reputed  $1  million  per  day  in 
extra  profit 

With  six  residences  spread 
around  the  world.  Niarchos 
had  plenty  of  wall  space  to  All 
and  derived  "aesthetic  satis- 
faction’’ from  collecting  paint- 
ings. “I  like  living  with 
them,”  he  said.  They  make 
my  surroundings  and  my  life 
more  pleasant  It  is  by  no 
means  a matter  of  invest- 
ment It  is  a question  of  plea- 
sure, fan  and  feeling.”  He  de- 
veloped one  of  the  world’s 
most  outstanding  private  col- 
lections, acquiring  the  actor- 
Edward  G Robinson’s  collec- 
tion, El  Greco’s  Pieta,  four 
paintings  by  Gauguin,  four  by 
Cdzanne,  four  by  Degas,  nmp 


by  Renoir.  13  by  Van  Gogh 
and  outstanding  works  by 
Toulouse-Lautrec,  Goya,  Ma- 
tisse, Delacroix  and  Corot  He 
always  liked  his  favourites  — 
the  Pieta  and  Gauguin's 
Horsemen  On  The  Back  — to 
be  with  him. 

He  also  possessed  excellent 
period  furniture  and  a unique 
French  silver  collection  — the 
Puiforc&t — of  373  pieces  from 
the  17th  century  to  the  pres- 
ent which  he  donated  to  the 
Louvre. 

Niarchos  was  an  excellent 
swimmer  and  yachtsman  and 
a good  hunter.  He  loved  Ascot 
and  the  racing  world.  He  be- 
came one  of  the  leading 
owners  and  breeders  of  race- 
horses in  Europe.  He  loved 
the  sea  and  sailing.  He  bought 


the  island  of  Spetsopoula  and 
an  exquisite  yacht,  the  Cre- 
ole. He  was  an  excellent  skier; 
a slope  in  St  Moritz  is  named 
after  him. 

Tall,  slim,  with  the  gaze  of  a 
hawk,  a protruding,  bony, 
aristocratic  nose  and  a seduc- 
tive charm,  he  was 
apparently  irresistible  to 
women.  He  married  five 
times.  In  1930.  his  first  wife 
was  a Greek  admiral's  daugh- 
ter — a short-lived  affair,  end- 
ing in  divorce.  Eight  years 
later,  he  took  a second  wife,  a 
diplomat's  widow,  but  this 
marriage  also  ended  in  div- 
orce. His  1947  marriage  to 
Eugenie  Livanos  produced 
four  children.  He  divorced  her 
to  marry  hriefly  the  daughter 
of  Henry  Ford  H,  Charlotte, 


Dark  world  of  goodfellas 


Jimmy  the  Gent . . . hunched  and  handcuffed  In  1979 


JAMES  "Jimmy  the 
Gent”  Burke,  who  has 
died  aged  64  of  stomach 
cancer,  achieved  global 
fame  when  be  was  depicted 
by  Robert  De  Niro  in  the  1990 
Martin  Scorsese  film  on  the 
lives  of  Mafia  hoods.  Goodfel- 
las. Offscreen,  he  was  the 
long-suspected  architect  of 
the  Lufthansa  airline  heist  at 
John  F Kennedy  airport  in 
1978,  which  netted  a record 
$5.8  million.  He  was  serving  a 
25-years-to-life  sentence  for 
murder  in  a New  York  State 
prison  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

An  liish-American  asso- 
ciate of  the  New  York  Luc- 
chese  crime  family,  Burke 
was  convicted  of  everything 
from  fixing  Boston  College 
basketball  games  and  loan- 
sharking to  murder  during  a 
criminal  career  spanning 
more  than  30  years. 

But  it  was  for  the  Lufthansa 
crime  that  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  operatives  tried 
hardest  to  prosecute  Burke.  It 
was  a predawn  robbery  on 
December  11,  1978.  during 
which  six  ski-masked  gun- 


men slipped  into  the  terminal 
and  got  away  with  what  was 
then  the  largest  cash  haul  in 
US  history.  Burke  was  almost 
immediately  identified  by  In- 
formants as  the  mastermind. 
"He  was  believed  to  be  res- 
ponsible. but  we  were  never 
able  to  prove  it”  said  Ed 
McDonald,  the  former  head  of 
the  US  Justice  Department’s 
organised  crime  strike  force 
in  New  York. 

Hie  FBI  employed  helicop- 
ters, single-engine  aeroplanes 
and  listening  devices  to  track 
Burke.  But  he  never  led  them 
to  the  money,  never  co- 
operated with  the  authorities, 
and  the  Lufthansa  spoils  were 
never  recovered.  Several  of 
the  robbery  suspects  later  dis- 
appeared and  Burke  became  a 
suspect  in  their  deaths.  But 
the  dapper,  six-foot  “gentle- 
man” of  crime  only  chal- 
lenged the  authorities  on  one 
occasion,  waiting  outside  his 
hangout  with  a construction 
tractor  as  he  offered  to  help 
FBI  agents  search  for  the 
missing  bodies. 

Sometimes  wiipri  the  "Irish 
Godfather",  he  was  known  for 


his  gentleman’s  clothing  and 
the  kindly  way  he  treated  his 
victims  during  a career  of 
robbing  cargo  trucks  in  and 
around  Kennedy  Airport. 
“Legend  has  it  that  he  was 
always  polite  with  the  guys 
who  drove  the  trucks,”  said 
McDonald,  who  described  die 
mobster  as  unco-operative 
but  courteous. 

In  what  was  called  a true 
depiction  of  Burke's  style,  De 
Niro,  portraying  the  mobster 
in  Goodfellas,  gave  a hijack 
victim  $50  for  his  cab  fare 
after  robbing  him. 

Burke's  career  of  murder, 
loansharking,  extortion  and 
drug  trafficking  was  first 
detailed  In  Wlseguy.  foe  book 
by  crime  writer  Nicholas  Pi- 
leggi  which  was  the  inspira- 
tion for  Goodfellas.  Henry  HiU, 
the  mobster -turned-iaftarmant 
whose  testimony  helped  con- 
vict Burke,  and  provided  the 
core  cf  Pileggi’s  work,  was 
once  quoted  as  saying  Burke 
loved  stealing  so  much  that  “tf 
you  offered  Jimmy  a billion 
dollars,  he’d  turn  you  down 
and  then  try  to  figure  out  bow 
to  steal  it  from  you”. 


But  Burke  was  also  believed 
to  be  deadly  and  was  sus- 
pected of  ordering  several 
other  killings.  "He  was  close 
to  the  stature  of  Meyer  Lansky 
— he  had  the  respect  of  a capo 
In  the  family  •*  said  a former 
New  York  City  policeman  who 
had  investigated  Burke  and 
who  once  travelled  to  a De- 
troit prison  to  persuade  him  to 
co-operate.  "He  looked  at  me 
with  death  in  his  eyes.  It  was 
frightening,”  he  recalled.  “He 
said,  “You  can’t  school  me’, 
and  said,  Tm  sorry  you  guys 
had  to  travel  this  far.’  And  he 
turned  around  and  walked 
away  and  the  guards  led  him 
back  to  his  cell” 

Burke's  criminal  career 
began  In  1948.  He  was  a native 
of  Queens,  New  York  City, 
and  it  was  from  there  that  he 
is  believed  to  have  planned 
the  Lufthansa  operation  with 
cargo  agent  Louis  Werner, 
who  was  later  sentenced  to  15 
years  in  prison  — the  only 
suspect  ever  convicted  of  foe 
crime. 

Burke’s  crime  spree  ended 
in  1980  when,  out  of  despera- 
tion. federal  agents  arrested 


PHOTOGRAPH-  PIERRE  BOULAT 

with  whom  he  had  a daughter, 
but  he  returned  to  Eugenie, 
who  died  in  Spetsopoula  in 
1970.  perhaps  from  an  over- 
dose of  barbiturates.  Rumours 
at  the  time  suggested  It  was 
not  "suicide"  as  claimed,  but 
something  more  dark  and 
Shakespearian  (or  Atrean). 
His  last  marriage  was  to  Tina 
Livanos,  Eugenie's  sister  and 
an  ex-wife  of  Onassis.  Tina 
died  in  October  1974. 

Niarchos  will  be  remem- 
bered by  those  who  knew  him 
fbr  his  sense  of  humour,  gen- 
erosity and  hospitality. 


ABM  RousabirCroMy 


Stavros  Spyros  Niarchos,  ship- 
owner, July  3, 1909;  died  April  18. 
1996 


him  on  a parole  violation  for 
associating  with  a known 
felon.  In  1982,  he  was  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  12 
years  in  jail  for  paying  Bos- 
ton College  basketball  players 
to  shave  points  from  games. 

A year  later,  he  was  con- 
victed of  murdering  New 
York  con  man  Richard  Eaton, 
whose  frozen  and  trussed 
body  was  found  in  a Brooklyn 
trailer  in  1979.  Eaton  was  be- 
lieved to  have  laundered 
some  of  the  Lufthansa  money 
for  Burke,  but  reportedly 
owed  him  $250,000  for  a deal 
involving  the  purchase  of  33 
pounds  of  cocaine. 

“As  a result  of  the  (Luft- 
hansa) investigation,  we 
gained  the  cooperation  of 
Henry  Hill,  who  testified  in 
the  Boston  College  case  and  at 
the  Eaton  murder  trial  in 
Brooklyn,”  McDonald  said. 

The  testimony  of  HiU,  a for- 
mer narcotics  trafficker  and 
longtime  Burke  henchman, 
helped  put  Burke  away  on  the 
murder  charge. 

In  February,  while  serving 
his  sentence  at  the  Wende 
Correctional.  Facility  outside 
Buffalo,  New  York,  Burke 
was  admitted  to  foe  hospital 
where  he  died. 


AnseHBM-AH 


James  "Jimmy  The  Gent” 
Burke,  criminal,  bom  July  5. 
1931;  died  April  13, 1996 


Letters 


Meriel  Lucas  wrtatsr.  I w®*? 

(Haul  of  the  art  therapist 

ward  Adamson  for  « 
years  after  we  »|njj t 
Netherne  Hospital  staff 

1948  He  would  have  been  sad 

dinedto  hear  it  tesenbed  £ 
his  obituary  (Mnrtlf 
then  "almost  a penal  insti^ 
tion”.  It  was  already  one  ot 

foe  most  respected  tKwpfeals 

for  the  mentally  in  rhe 
country,  at  a time  when  meet 
hospitals  had  also  proere^ed 
a long  way  from  their  Vic- 
torian image  as  “asylums  . 

At  Netherne.  like  man) 
others,  new  accommodation 
was  provided  separately  for 
those  needing  supervision 
and  care  but  not  regular  men- 
tal treatment.  A caring  and 
professional  community  was 

provided  In  which  patients 

could  feel  confidence  — a tar 
cry  from  today’s  care-in-tne- 
comm unity  policy.  It  was 
within  this  that  Adamson 
contributed  his  skills. 

W Arthur  White  writes:  Sug- 
gestions that  Irish-born  Greer 
Garson  may  have  been  an 
Essex  girl  (obituary  April  81 
probably  arise  because  she 
did  live  In  Ilford,  with  her 
mother  Nina,  in  Tillotson 
Road,  between  1926  and  1936. 
Ilford  Rotarlan  Claude  Chown 
dated  Greer  when  she  lived 
there. 


Birthdays 

Stephenie  Bergman,  artist, 
50;  Dr  Clive  Booth,  vice- 
chancellor.  Oxford  Brookes 
University,  53:  Anna  Somers 
museum  curator  and 
journalist,  46;  Alan  Dever- 
eux,  former  chairman.  Scot- 
tish Tourist  Board.  63;  Nick 
Farr-Jones.  rugby  player.  34; 
Sylvia  Fisher,  soprano,  86; 
David  Gee,  former  director. 
Friends  of  the  Earth.  49;  Bar- 
bara Hale,  actress,  74;  Sir 
Peter  Hordern,  Conservative 
MP,  67:  Peter  Jeffrey,  actor. 
67;  Christopher  Lawrence, 
former  managing  director, 
London  Philharmonic 
orchestra,  46;  Malcolm  Mar- 
shall, cricketer,  38;  Lord 
Mason  of  Barnsley,  former 
Labour  defence  secretary,  72; 
Hayley  Mills,  actress,  50;  Fr 
Dominic  Milroy  OSB,  for- 
mer headmaster,  Ampleforth 
College.  64;  Baroness  Platt 
of  Writtle,  former  chairman. 
Equal  Opportunities  Commis- 
sion, 73;  Sir  Teddy  Taylor, 
Conservative  MP.  59;  Ian 
Taylor,  Conservative  MP.  SI. 


Death  Notices 

GOLLMOe,  Ml  Of  Boston  Spa.  (fed  on 
April  turn  an  Uhiass  borne  with 

otMno*  and  JorMoris.  JaMv  at  Ota  IMw- 
Uty  of  Leeds  Much  loved  husband  of  Joy 
and  lather  of  Jaraillar  and  Joanna 
8ARGAN,  «L  Denis,  emeritus  Protaasor  at 
Economic  Bdanoa  and  SoaWk*.  Unhmny 


ot  London  {London  Bcrioo*  at  Economics), 
suddenly  and  wtthoid  Buttering  Funeral  at 
Harlow  Crematorium.  Pamdon  Wood.  Har- 
low. 2.30pm.  25th  April.  Flowers  family 
only.  Donations  tor  Uincap  an  being  col- 
lected by  DC  Ponton  B Son*.  Clarks 
Lone.  Epplng  CM  IS  4NJ.  Tat  in  932  572009. 
apunura.  Ian  fDealgtwri  died  suddenly 
on  Easier  Sunday  at  Guy'S  Hospital. 
London.  Morttake  Crematorium  Chapel 
lOSOam.  Thursday  IB  April  No  Bowen. 
Donation*  to  lan's  favourite  chanty  via  Bar- 
bara Boorofl  do  Hie  Royal  Ballot.  Royal 
Opera  House,  Govern  Garden  London 


ODD. 


BZLUMPER.  April  loth  at  home  in  Petal  ey 
Bridge.  Andy  (Andrew  Ericl  aged  41  years. 
A much  treasured  husband  of  Rosie,  loving 


tether  of  Lama  and  Ctar*.  a muen  (i 


£23 

eon  ol  Joan  and  me  lata  Teddy  Sziumper. 
Colleague  to  many  at  National  Mill 
Records.  Funeral  service  on  Friday.  Family 
flowers  only.  Donations  and  etxpArias  to  W. 
Bowers  Services  lo  me  Bereaved  Blrstwlth 
Road.  HanipsthwaHa.  Harrogate.  01423- 
770250 

Acknowledgments 

THE  JORDAN  FAMLY  wish  Id  thonlr 
F jffwr  David  McLacman  at  SI  Joseph  AC. 
Church.  ToUcrosa.  Glasgow  lor  Raqidem 
Mass  and  spiritual  comfort  and  FoBier  John 
Carroll  tar  spiritual  com  tore  Brother  WU- 
0am  Jontan  SJ.  Enflsld.  London.  J Consi- 
dlne  and  Sans.  Glasgow  for  funeral 
arrangements;  colleagues  and  Irienda  Irom 
Coates  and  Company.  SL  Mary  Dray.  Kent 
Commercial  Union.  Watford.  London; 
amended  tamfly.  neighbours  end  friends  tor 
Maas  Card  and  ospresWons  o t sympathy 
on  their  recent  sad  bereavement  The  Sac- 
rifice ot  the  Maas  will  be  said  for  the  Intan- 
Uors  ol  sJL 

In  Memoriam 

RAFFLES.  Irreplaceable,  unforgettable 
Gerry.  Ms  btnhday  Joan. 

Memorial  Services 

MAUQHFUNQ.  Daphne.  A Joyful  celebra- 
tion of  her  life  wtH  be  held  at  7 Sevenhamp- 
ton  Chureh.  nr  Cnattanham  at  2pm  on  Sat- 
unlay  May  «lh.  Enquiries  to  Bruce 
MaughfUng  on  012Q  820420. 

Births 

BRUCE.  On  April  14m.  1990.  to  Usa  inee 
Llnded  and  Half,  a son.  wnnam.  Stirling. 


XPur  announcement  telephone 
0171  713  4567  Fav  0171  713  4129. 
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Jackdaw 


Say  sorry 

BY  NATURE.  I am  not  a per- 
son who  likes  lo  cause  trouble 
in  public.  I do  not  send  food 
back  in  restaurants,  I do  not 
orcue  with  taxicab  drivers 
. . Generally,  I try  to  live  my 
life  by  the  watchwords  "I’m 
sorry”,  "it’s  my  fault"  and  — 
perhaps  most  important — 
“Mind  your  own  business". 
So  allow  me  to  explain  howl 
almost  got  arrested  several 
weeks  ago  on  a British  Air- 
ways flight  from  London  to 
Rome . . . 

Since  the  beginn  ing  of  Jan- 
uary. I’ve  been  writing  a 
movie  in  London.  I’ve  been 
working  with  a producer  to 
come  up  with  what  (we  hope) 


will  be  epic  sequences  of 
death,  murder  and  mayhem, 
punctuated  by  what  (we  also 
hope)  will  be  unprecedented 
episodes  of  civic  destruction. 

In  other  words.  I spend  my 
days  trying  to  figure  out  how 
to  kill  people.  It  is.  I suppose, 
honest  work.  We  sit  in  restau- 
rants debating  “whether 
'tis  nobler  to  garrote  the  vil- 
lain”, or  simply  cut  his  bead 
off;  we  hold  cryptic  conversa- 
tions in  taxicabs  wondering 
if  100  pounds  of  enriched 
uranium  is  enough  to  take 
out  London.  Or  New  York. 
(The  answer,  on  both  counts, 
is  yes.). . . 

In  themiddle  of  all  this.  1 
get  a phone  call  from  a friend 
who’s  decided  to  spend  a 
week's  exile  from  Manhattan 
in  Tuscany.  “As  long  as 
you're  in  the  neighbour- 
hood," he  says,  "why  not 
drop  in  for  the  weekend?” . . . 
Twenty-four  hours  later,  I am 
sittingat  the  rear  of  a Boeing 
757  on  the  tarmac  at  Heath- 
row. My  seatmate  is  an 
elderly  Romanian  woman; 
the  front  of  the  plane.  I’ve 
noticed,  is  filling  up  with 
dozens  of  Hispanic-looking 
gentlemen  wearing  tennis 


jogs.  Jammed  into  the  bag  at 
my  feet  is  my  weekend  read- 
ing material:  USA  Today,  The 
Curve  OFB hiding  Energy 
(how  to  build  a nuclear 
bomb),  a US  Government 
report  on  the  Tokyo  subway 
serin  attack  and  Jane’s  guide 
to  nuclear,  biological  and 
chemical  weapons . . . Fifty 
minutes  pass;  Tm  reading 
about  the  Tokyo  subway 
serin  attack.  And  then  some- 
thing strange  happens:  one  of 
the  Hispanic  men  leaps  up  at 
the  front  of  the  plane,  com- 
mandeers the  microphone 
and  begins  jabbering  at  us  in 
Spanish ...  I consider  this  an 
interesting  development  But 
my  seatmate  is  suddenly  ter- 
rified. "Hijack?”  she  whis- 
pers. “Is  it  a hijack?" ...  I get 
up.  walk  to  the  galley  at  the 
rear  of  the  plane,  where  two 
male  flight  attendants  are  en- 
gaged in  a serious  discussion 
about  duty-free  fashion 
footwear. 

"Pardon  me,  ”1  say ...  “but 
maybe  you've  noticed  that  a 
man  up  there  is  screaming  at 
us  in  Spanish?  Personally,  I 
find  it  to  be  a delightful 
tongue.  But  my  seatmate  is 
worried  we’re  being  hi- 


jacked.” As  soon  as  I’ve  said 
this,  I know  I’ve  made  a seri- 
ous mistake.  The  shorter  of 
the  two  men  looks  at  me  with 
great  disdain.  "Sir,*'  he  says, 
pausing  fbr  about  seven  min- 
utes, “we  have  a charter  of 
Mexican  priests  onboard. 
They're  saying  a prayer  over 
the  engines.  They're  on  their 
way  to  a papal  audience  at 
the  Vatican”. . .The  pilot  ap- 
pears. He  saunters  to  the 
back  of  the  plane,  and  asks: 
“Who  is  the  American  who 
thought  we  were  being  hi- 
jacked?" . . . Then  the  pilot 
notices  what  I am  reading. 
Four-and-a-halfhours  later, 
the  Italian  authorities  at  Leo- 
nardo da  Vinci  airport  are 
finally  ready  to  let  me  go.  I’ve 
said,  'Tm  sorry.  I'm  wrong,  1 
should  have  minded  my  own 
business’.” 

Bruce  Fierstein  grapples  with 
a meeting  of  cultures  In  the 
New  York  Observer. 

Sovfiotel 

STALINIST  hotels  are  the 
single  distinctive  contribu- 
tion of  Communism  to  World 
Civilisation . . . Stalinist 
hotels  had  a serious  purpose 


— they  were  at  once  a show- 
case of  the  regime,  and  a care- 
fully devised  system  for  milk- 
ing foreigners  of  hard 
currency,  all  the  while  keep- 
ing them  under  the  tightest 
surveillance. 

Or  so  it  appeared  for  the 
first  five  minutes  of  occu- 
pancy. In  reality,  Comrade 
FawRy  ruled.  It  required 
hours  to  make  a phone  call, 
eat  a breakfast  or  secure  a 
bath  plug — to  accomplish 
pretty  much  anything,  in  fact 
except  order  vodka  or  enter- 
tain dubious  propositions 
from  hookers ...  Squads  of 
stout  party  members  from 
remote  republics  cruised  by 
in  a vodka  haae...  Enforced 
leisure,  as  Stalin’s  involun- 
tary guests  discovered,  gives 
you  time  to  think . . . Who 
was  it  who  decided  that  so 
many  shades  of  red  could  be 
made  into  plastic  sofa  cover- 
ings? And  did  someone  now 
working  at  Fisher-Price  come 
from  the  Ukraine,  so  that  gen- 
erations of  Californian  kids 
subliminally  understand, 
each  time  they  use  a toy  tele- 
phone, what  It  was  like  to  be  a 
reporter  in  the  bad  old  days  of 
file  Evil  Empire? 


Nicholas  Fraser  remembers 
the  best  of  tacky  Joe  Stalin's 
hotel  accommodation  in 
Esquire. 

New  formula 

• THE  Secret  Life  Of  Sex 
Addicts. 

• CHEMICAL  Attraction — 
Is  Love  All  In  The  Mind? 

• ANTIBIOTICS  —Britain’s 
Real  Drug  Problem. 

• FAT  —The  Only  Way  To 
Lose  lb 


Fresh . . . Zest 


• HOW  To  Be  Strong.  Sexy 
And  Stress-Free. 

• FOOD  Fads  OfTbe  Rich 
And  Famous. 

• WHY  Sportsmen  Make  ’ 
Lousy  Lovers. 

• DO  You  Need  ANew 
Image? 

Cover  tines  from  the  first 
monthly  issue  of  the  health  and 
beauty  mag.  Zest. 

Smile,  baby 

A FIFTIES  baby,  at  a few 
months  old  I was  photo- 
graphed naked  on  the  hearth- 
rug in  our  front  room.  Such 
images  were  a common-place 
in  that  decade . . . [today]  atti- 
tudes have  changed . . . For 
my  parents  and  the  genera- 
tion that  preceded  them, 
photographs  of  naked  chil- 
dren were  either  amusing 
moments  of  naivete  or  else 
sublime  representations  of 
an  ephemeral,  unconscious, 
teauty ...  As  early  as  1847  JT 
White  produced  an  album 
containing  explicitly  erotic 
scenes  with  children  and 
naked  portraits  of  young 
girls . . . Of  course,  the  Vic- 
torians were  no  more  free 
from  moral  panics  than  we 


are.  Police  raids  and  confis- 
cations of  "indecent”  mat- 
erial were  not  uncommon .. . 
In  1874 more  than  130,000 
prints  were  removed  from 
the  Pimlico  studios  of  one 
Henry  Hayler.  What  consti- 
tuted pornography  was  con- 
siderably less  clear  cut  than 
even  in  our  own  blurry  age, 
but  by  1862  certain  postcards 
were  denied  open  access  to 
the  postal  service.  Adult  nu- 
dity both  in  painting  and  pho- 
tography was  often  legiti- 
mised by  reference  to  the 
antique  or  the  exotic ...  Be* 
cause  the  child  was  perceived 
as  pure  and  untainted  by  sin, 
there  were  possibilities  for  an 
adult-produced  eroticism  in 
its  representation  which  es- 
caped such  meditations. 

Chris  Townsend  on  the  early 
days  of  child  nude photography 
in  History  Today. 

Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 
jackdaw@guardian.co.uk: 
fax  0171-713  4366; 

Jackdaw.  The  Guardian, 

119  Farringdon  Road, 

London  EC1R  3ER. 
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Five-year  low  in  claimant  count  • Shephard  praises  growth  • Meacher  slams  vast  waste  of  talent  | notebook 


Part-timers  cut  jobless  total 


Governor  has 
Clarke  in  sights 


Larry  Elliott 

Economics  Editor 

RIT AIN’S  jobless 
total  fell  to  its  low- 
est for  almost  five 
years  yesterday  as 
the  expanding 
army  of  part-time  workers 
helped  cut  the  dole  queues, 
two  sets  of  new  government 
figures  showed  yesterday. 

Three-quarters  of  the 
people  finding  work  during 
the  winter  went  into  part- 
time  work,  according  to  the 
Office  for  National  Statistics' 
Labour  Force  Survey. ' 

Meanwhile,  the  ONiTs  sepa- 


A bitter 
blow  for 
sweets 
workers 

Financial  Staff 


ABOUND  300  staff,  vir- 
tually the  entire  work- 
force. last  night  lost 
their  jobs'  at  Melfls,  the  1 
firm  best-known  for  mak- 
ing the  New  Berry  Fruits 
which  used  to  be  a favoured 
present  for  elderly  aunts. 

The  290  employees  left 
the  Bedford  site  at  the  end 
of  their  last,  shift,  just  24 
hours  after  the  company, 
which  is  owned  by  Asian 
conglomerate  Pengkalen 
(UK)  and  also  makes  turk- 
ish  delight,  called  in  the 
receivers. 

Stephen  James  of.  account- 1 
tants  KPMG  said  he  had,  I 
with  great  regret,  told  staff 
that  all  but  20  employees 
would  be  made  redundant. 

“About  100  #_th«  .staff 
were  already  on  ; resow-' 
dancy  notice  prior  to  our 
appointment  and  we  could 
not  see  any  way  of  saving 
the  majority  of  the  remain- 
ing jobs."  But,  he  added:  “I 
am  optimistic  that  the  i 
brand  name  of  Meltis  will  I 
not  disappear  — I have  al-  . 
ready  had  several  inquiries 
ftom  interested  parties. 
However  this  company  It-  I 
self  is  unlikely  to  survive." 


Signet’s  big 
profit  rise 
comes  with 
debt  warning 

Lisa  Bucldngham-  • - - 

SIGNET,  the  former 
Ratners  jewellery  busi- 
ness, yesterday  unveDed  a 74 
per  cent  growth  in  profits  but 
gave  its  hard-pressed  inves- 
tors little  encouragement  that 
a potential  £300  million  wind- 
fall from  the  sale  of  its  UK 
chains.  H Samuel  and  Ernest 
Jones,  was  imminent 
Chairman  James  McAdam 
said  the  profits  growth  to  £25 
million  for  the  year  to  Febru- 
ary. marked  “another  year  of 
substantial  progress”.  But  the 
group  remains  weighed  down 
by  its  debt  burden  which 
arose  from  over-ambition 
during  the  1980s  and  cost 
£38.9  million  in  interest  pay- 
ments during  the  year. 

Signet,  whose  fortunes  spi- 
ralled out  of  control  in  1991 
following  the  remark  by  for- 
mer chairman  Gerald  Rainer 
flint  one  of  its  products  was 
“total  crap”,  said  yesterday 
its  priority  was  to  reduce  Its 
E3IH.2  million  debt 
Although  there  has  been 
growing  speculation  that  Mr 
Rather,  along  with  other 
groups  such  as  Argos  and  the 
Goldsmiths  jewellery  chain, 
are  contenders  to  purchase 
the  UK  business,  Mr  McAdams 
declined  to  comment  on  the 

progress  of  the  disposals.  • 

He  did  say,  however,  that 
Ernest  Jones,  which  accounts 

for  10  per  cent  of  group  Mies, 
was  gaining  market  stare 
following  modernisation  of its 
1S7  stores.  The  chain 
achieved  a 4 per  cent  hke-fop 
like  sales  growth  during  the 
yew.  including  a 20  per  cant 
improvement  in  the  crucial 
eight  weeks  leading  up  to 
Christmas.  . • 

Mr  McAdam  said  the- 
results  from  Ernest  Jones 
were-  encouraging  for  the 

revamp  of  the  more  down- 
market H Samuel  chain 
which  will  be  rolled  out  in  15 
of  its  433 outlets  this^ummer. 

Despite  the  improved  ' fig- 
ures. Signet  said  It  will  not  be 
paying  a dividend  to 
shareholders. . 


rate  monthly  claimant  count 
— . joblessness  measured  by 
the  number  of  people  out  of 
work  and  claiming  benefit  — 
decreased  by  a seasonally-ad- 
justed 25,700  last  month  to 
2,186.600. 

Education  and  Employment 
Secretary  Gillian  Shephard 
said:  “Britain  has  now 
entered  its  fourth  successive 
year  a£  steady  growth  in  jobs 
and  falling  unemployment." 

Mrs  Shephard  added  that 
the  UK’s  jobless  rate  of7.8  per 
cent  compared  favourably 
with  the  11  per  cent  for  the 
European  Union  as  a whole. 

Shadow  employment  secre- 
tary Michael  Meacher  said 


there  were  , now  1.4  million  i 
people  who  had  been  forced 
into  part-time  or  temporary 
work,  with  the  heaviest  con-  ■ 
centra  tions  )n  wholesale  and  j 
retail,  manufacturing,  and  1 
community,  social  and  per-  i 

sonal  services.  | 

“The  Government  cannot 
claim  economic  success  while  i 
this  waste  of  human 
resources  continues  on  such  a 1 
vast  scale,”  be  said.  I 

Liberal  Democrat  employ- 
ment spokesman  Don  Foster  , 
said:  “While  any  foil  in  imem- ! 
ployment  is  welcome,  it  still 
stands  at  well  over  two  mil- 1 
lion  and  Britain's  economy  | 
remains  in  a fragile  Jack- , 


lustre  state.  Far  too  many 
people  are  stuck  in  low- 
skilled,  low-paid,  insecure 
jobs  and  an  alarming  number 
of  16  to  24- year-olds  are  yet  to 
enter  the  job  market” 

The  March  tall  in  the  claim- 
ant count  total  followed  a 
revised  rise  of  5,500  in  Febru- 
ary and  tet  the  seasonally-ad- 
justed total  794500  lower  than 
at  Us  most  recent  peak  in  De- 
cember 1992. 

However,  officials  warned 
that  the  bigger-  than-expected 
drop  last  month  was  flattered 
by  the  ending  of  industrial 
action  by  clyil  servants  at 
JobCentres  and  by  the  fact 
that  the  period  covered  by  the 


count  contained  five  weeks 
rather  than  four. 

Statisticians  believe  the 
underlying  trend  is  for  a 
monthly  foil  in  unemploy- 
ment of  10,000,  slightly  lower 
than  the  12300  average  de- 
crease over  the  past  six 
months. 

Unemployment  fell  by 
20,600  among  men  and  by 
5,100  among  women.  While 
there  were  declines  in  every 
region,  the  biggest  reductions 
were  in  the  South-east,  York- 
shire and  Humberside,  the 
South-west  and  the  West 
Midlands. 

The  ■ LFS  — a survey  of 
60,000  households  — showed 


that  employment  rose  by 
118.000  to  25,680,000  in  the 
three  months  ending  in  Feb- 
ruary. Full-time  employment 
was  up  by  34,000  and  part- 
time  employment  by  88A00. 

Over  the  year  as  a whole, 
employment  grew  by  309.000 
— an  increase  of  90J100  in  full- 
time jobs  and  227,000  In  part- 
time  work. 

Earnings  growth,  which 
has  remained  stubborn  at  an 
annual  3.25  per  cent  for  the 
past  seven  months,  edged  up 
to  35  per  cent  in  February. 
Officials  said  the  increase 
was  partly  due  to  higher 
settlements  and  partly  caused 
by  bigger  bonuses  this  year. 


Edited  by 
Rat  r [o  k Donoyan 

Reports  of  the  death  of 
inflation  are  as  prema- 
ture as  those  of  the  de- 
mise of  Mark  Twain,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Bank  of  England 
quipped  last  night 
The  remark  was  intended  as 
a Jibe  at  the  treatise  by  City 
economist  Roger  Bootle,  but 
the  real  target  for  the  com- 
ment was  Kenneth  Clarke. 

For,  after  a year  in  which 
he  has  been  regularly  worsted 
by  the  Chancellor,  Mr  George 
feels  he  is  back  in  business  in 
the  debate  over  Interest  rates. 

The  Bank  has  learned  some 
tough  lessons  and  learned 
them  welL  It  has  dropped  the 
slightly  carping  tone  of  last 
summer  when  events  proved 
it  had  been  too  pessimistic 
about  the  inflation  outlook, 
and  now  says  the  Chancellor 
is  absolutely  right  at  the  mo- 
ment in  his  interest-rate  pol- 
icy. 

But  the  key  words  here  are 
“at  the  moment”.  Looking 
into  the  future,  the  Bank  does 
have  some  real  anxiety  that 
rising  consumer  demand  will 
threaten  the  Government's 
2.5  per  cent  inflation  target, 
and  it  is  now  starting  to  make 
those  fears  public. 

The  minutes  of  the  mone- 
tary meeting  in  early  March 
that  decided  to  trim  base 
rates  by  0.25  percentage 
points  also  show  the  Gover- 
nor putting  down  a marker. 
While  agreeing  to  the  cut,  he 
could  see  toe  possible  need 
for  a rise  later  in  toe  year. 

Given  what  has  happened 
over  - the  past  year,  some 
might  think  the  Chancellor  Is 
free  to  ignore  Mr  George  and 
go  his  own  sweet  way.  Unem- 
ployment Is  coming  down  and 
the  housing  market  on  the 
mend,  but  the  construction 
industry  is  stuck  in  deep 
recession,  and  manufactur- 
ing, as  toe  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce will  show  today,  still 
weakening. 

Even  so,  toe  economy  is 
likely  to  pick  up  speed  later 
as  die- stocking  comes  to  an 
end.  Nerves  are  starting  to 
jangle  in  toe  City  and  last 
night’s  warning  from  the  In- 
ternational Monetary  Fund 
suggests  Mr  George  has  influ- 
ential friends  In  his  camp. 

The  Bank  fervently  hopes 
that  Mr  Clarke  will  not  -play 
fast  and  loose  with  monetary 
policy.  Officials  think  he 
probably  wont  But  if  he  does 
give  in  to  backbench  pressure 
as  the  days  tick  away  to  toe 
election,  the  Governor  has 
served  notice  that  he  will 
fight  him  all  the  way. 


Melting  Away . . . Around  800  workers  have  lost  toelr  Jobe  at  the  Meltis  factory  in  Bedford  after  the  company  called  in  receivers 


Watchdog  warning  on  pensions 


.Teraw  Hunter  . 

A CITY  watchdog  yester- 
day warned  of  tough 
new  penalties.  Includ- 
ing heavy  fines  and  even  de- 
recognition, against  firms 
who  foil  to  provide  victims  of 
j toe  pensions  transfer  scandal 
with  speedy  compensation. 

[■  Its  warning  came  as  it  dis- 
closed that  only  a tiny  frac- 
, tlon  — 7,000  ;-r-  of  toe  esti- 
1 mated  1 million  handed  have 

been  offered  redress. 

The  Personal  Investment 
Authority  (PI A),,  which 
polices  investment  managers 
and  advisers,  criticised  the  fi- 
nancial community  as  a 
whole  for  failing  to  make 


“sufficiently  rapid  progress’’ 
with  toe  pensions  review. 

This  review  was  ordered 
back  in-  1993  by  toe  City's 
chief  watchdog,  toe  Securities 

and  Investments  Board,  after 
a report  by  accountants 
KPMG  Feat  Marwick  esti- 
mated up  to  500,000  employees 
had  been  wrongly  advised  to 
transfer  their  company  pen- 
sion to  an  inferior  insurance 
company  scheme.  Further 
studies  ■ showed  that  many 
more  bad  been  hoodwinked 
into  buying  a personal  pen- 
sion rather  than  joining  their 
company's  scheme. 

Yet  the  PIA  yesterday 
revealed  that  only  7,000  vic- 
tims have  been  offered  any 
compensation,  out  of  a total 


. 1,091,000  cases  Identified  so 
far.  The  insurance  companies 
which  were  alone  responsible 
for  723,000  wrongly  sold  poli- 
cies, have  only  paid  compen- 
sation to  1,000  priority  cases. 

The  position  of  toe  large 
bancassurers,  with  163,000 
cases  outstanding,  is  in  such 
disarray  that  they  have  not 
been  able  to  provide  toe  PIA 
with  any  convincing  figures 
about  the  numbers  of  victims 
already  compensated.  But 
these'  banking-insurance 
groups  claim  to  have  paid  out 
just  £1.6  million  compared 
with  the  £4.9  million  paid  by 
the  insurers  to  their  1,000  sat- 
isfied complainants. 

Large  networks  of  Indepen- 
dent financial  advisers  (IF As) 


have  failed  to  pay  out  a penny 
to  date,  and  large  IFA  groups, 
with  a potential  72,000  cases 
have  parted  with  just  £8,000. 
Small  IF  As  have  offered  com- 
pensation to  6,000  cases  — but 
have  only  paid  out  £66,000. 

PIA  chairman  Joe  Palmer 
said:  "It  is  clear  that. progress 
is  not  as  good  in  same  cases 
as' it  should  be.  PIA  will  not 
allow  the  situation  to  drift. 
Those  who  are  not  rolling  up 
their  sleeves  will  be  disci- 
plined and  the  penalties  will 
be  serious.  The  penalties  will 
match  toelr  failure." 

The  Investors  Compensation 
Scheme  firm  yesterday  de- 
clared seven  firms  in  default 
following  pension  transfer 
churns  which  could  be  met 


News  in  brief 

BT  claims  fail 
to  convince  . 

Domestic  phone  users  could 

face  higher  charges  if  Oftel 
scraps  some  price  restrictions 
on  British  Telecom  services, 
toe  Consumers’  Association 
gntrt  yesterday.  Philip  Cul- 
lyim,  the  association’s  policy 
manager,  told  a public  hear- 
ing'that  BT  claimed  Offers 
proposals  ware  onerous.  “We 
are  utterly  - unconvinced  by 

such  arguments,"  he  said. 

Energy  demand 

THE  National  Audit  Office  is 
being  urged  by  Friends  of  toe 

Earth  and  a coalition  of  local 
authorities  to  investigate  tola 
summer's  £25  billion  nuclear 
privatisation  after  Mike  Sal 
nicki,  an  independent  expert 
cm  nuclear-power  economics,, 
said  that  the  Industry  should 
pay  some  £208  million  a year 
towards  a £14.6  billion  bill  to 
decoiruiiissdan  reactors.  The 


Eniei^  to  contribute  only  £16 
nuUlon. 

Bio-tech  buy-up 

Swiss  pharmaceutical  group 
Sandoz  is  acquiring  Imutran, 
a privately-owned  Cambridge- 

based  biotechnology  company 
; specialising  in  developing  an- 


imal organs  for  human  trans- 
plant for  as  undisclosed  snm. 

Tea  complaint 

A six-day  strike  from  Monday 
by  Sri  Lanka  tea  estate  work- 
ers could  cripple  toe  todustry, 
toe  Planters'  Association  of 
Ceylon  said.  But  Arumugam 
Thondaman.  general  secre- 
tary of  the  Ceylon  Workers 
Congress,  said:  “For  the  in- 
dustry to  be  mare  profitable 
the  man  putting  in  hard 
labour  must  be  looked  after" 
The  workers  want  an  extra 
eight  rupees  (IQp)  a day  and  a 
guaranteed  300  days'  work  a 
year.  The  present  minimum, 
is  83  rupees  (£1.04)  a day. 

More  from  Prudential 

Prudential  yesterday  an- 
nounced a 12  per  cent  rise  to 
£1,6  billion  in  sales  of  life  in- 
surance products  in  toe  first 
three  months  of  the  year. 

Much  music 

World  sales  of  recorded  music 
grew  nearly  10  per  cent  last 
year  to  £2&3  billion,  the  Inter- 
national Federation  of  toe 
Phonographic  Industry 
reported  yesterday.  'Compact 
disc  sales  reached  2 billion, 
up  11.4  per  cent  Cassette  and 
vinyl  album  unit  sales  fall  but 
gin  gifts  showed 9 per  cent 
growth. 


Sacked  Robinson  could  be 
elected  to  Woolwich  board 


Teresa  Hunter 

Woolwich.  Building 
Society  members  may  be 
excused. for  feeling  confused 
as  well  as  angry  at  today's 
annual  general  meeting  when 
they  win  be  asked  to  vote 
sacked  chief  executive  Peter 
Robinson  onto  the  board. 

Papers  for  toe  meeting  were 
dispatched  before  Mr  Robin- 
son resigned  just  before  Eas- 
ter after  being  accused  of  a 
misuse  of  funds  during  his 
three  months  in  toe  post. 

Most  members  will  have  al- 
ready voted  by  post  in  favour 
of  Mr  Robinson’s  election  to 
toe  board,  unaware  that  by 
toe  time  of  the  meeting  he 
would  be  pursuing  toe  society 
for  compensation  for  the  sud- 
den ending  of  his  two-year 
contract  with  an  annual  sal- 
ary of  £300^)00. 

His  lawyers,  D J Freeman, 
said  yesterday  they  were 
looking  at  the  first  set  of 
papers  ftom  Woolwlch’s.solic- 
itors,  Linklaters  & Paines, 
Which  relate  tO  triarmg  about 
using  society  money  on  Mr 
Robinson's  tame  in  Kent 
Three  other  board  members 
— ■ Michael  Gibbs..  John 
Ffarde  and  Patricia  Mann  — 


are  also  retiring.  The  meet- 
ing, at  which  the  society’s 
governing  body  wilt  be 
reduced  to  13  members,  will 
undoubtedly  be  stormy. 

At  the  Abbey  National 
annual  meeting  yesterday 
there  was  -strong  criticism, 
not  over  plans  to  take  over 
National  & Provincial  Build- 
ing Society,  but  about  poor 
service  and  low  interesfrates. 

Abbey  chairman  Lord  Tu- 
gendhat  said:  “In  a nutshell, 
we  know  investors  want 
higher  rates,  borrowers  want 
lower  rates,  shareholders 
want  higher  dividends  and 
many  people  want  all  three. 
Our  philosophy  is  to  seek  to 
maintain  a balance  between 
all  three  and  ensure  we  are 
competitive  In  the  market 
place." 

• The  Woolwich  yesterday 
confirmed  a 200,000  fall  in  toe 
numbers  of  households  with 
negative  equity  during  toe 
first  three  months  of  the  year, 
following  last  week’s  report 
from  stockbrokers  UBS. 

Its  survey  claimed  that  neg- 
ative equity  has  fallen  or 
remained  unchanged  in  all 
regions  except  East  Midlands, 
where  a 0-8  per  cent  house 
price  fall  pushed  10,000  more 
families  Into  toe  trap. 


Sun  Alliance 
chief’s  pay 
package  given 
a 35pc  boost 

Urn  Buckingham 

Roger  taylor.  the 

group  chief  executive  of 
Insurance  group  Sun  Alli- 
ance, saw  his  remuneration 
package  rise  by  nearly  35 
per  cent  to  £375,131  last 
year,  according  to  the  com- 
pany’s annual  report. 

On  top  of  a basic  salary  of 
£348,225,  Mr  Taylor,  who 
took  over  as  chief  executive 
in  1994,  was  given  a bonus 
of  £16,372  and  benefits 
worth  £10,524.  In  addition, 
he  received  pension  pay- 
ments of  £28, 125. 

.Mr  Taylor's  large  remu- 
neration Increase,  which 
compares  with  the  rise  of 
just  3-5  per  cent  in  average 
earnings.  Is  the  latest  in  a 
string  of  substantial  wage 
hikes  which  have  been  re- 
appearing In  Britain's  big- 
gest boardrooms  as  profits 
have  risen. 

lake  many  directors  in 
other  companies,  Mr 
Taylor  topped  off  his  pay 
packet  with  a substantial 
profit  on  the  exercise  of 
share  options  which  netted 
him  another  £109,000  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Mr  Taylor  replaces  Sir 
Roger  Neville,  the  farmer 
chief  executive  who  is  now 
a non-executive  director  at 
the  company,  as  Sun  Alli- 
ance's most  highly-paid 
executive. 

In  1994,  Sir  Roger  earned 
a total  of  £304,027,  of  which 
£294,027  related  to  his 
period  as  chief  executive  In 
that  year  before  Mr  Taylor 
took  over.  Sun  Alliance’s 
top  salary  In  1993  was  more 
than  £308.000. 

Mr  Taylor  was  not  the 
only  executive  on  Sun  Alli- 
ance’s board  to  benefit  hi  a 
year  during  which  group 
earnings  per  share  were  57 
per  cent  higher.  Three , 
other  directors  saw  their 
pay  packets  increase  by 
more  than  22  per  cent 
although  two  of  their 
boardroom  colleagues  ac- 
cepted a drop. 


Worker’s  burden 

IT  TAKES  five  wage  earners 
to  support  every  one  retired 
person  now  working  in  the 
average  industrialised  coun- 
try. Bnt  demographics  are  in 
the  process  of  Changing  rap- 
idly. Such  is  toe  projected 
growth  in  the  number  of  toe 


over  65s,  that  the  proportion 
of  retired  people  to  wage  earn- 
ers is  rapidly  projected  to 
double  to  50  per  cent  over  the 
next  couple  of  decades. 

By  2050,  the  population  Im- 
balance will  have  grown  so 
acute  that  in  toe  worst  af- 
fected countries  such  as  Ger- 
many and  Japan,  the  finan- 
cial burden  of  every  alder 
person  will  have  to  be  borne 
by  just  two  working  people. 

That  burden  is  simple  not 
sustainable  unless  govern- 
ments take  drastic  action  as 
the  IMF  yesterday  high- 
lighted in  its  Fiscal  Chal- 
lenges Facing  Industrial 
Countries.  Of  course,  the  fi- 
nancial implications  of  this 
demographic  a 1 shift  have 
been  well  debated.  Britain  is 
in  a relatively  stronger  posi- 
tion here  than  Its  European 
counterparts,  because  of  tech- 
nical factors  governing  the  In- 
vestment of  pension  fluids. 

But  there  is  no  room  for 
complacency.  And  the  IMF 
report  rightly  warns  that  un- 
I less  prompt  action  is  taken 
now,  it  could  be  too  late.  This 
is  going  to  put  even  greater 
pressure  on  the  public  debt 
levels  of  industrial  countries 
which,  measured  against 
GDP.  have  soared  over  the 
I last  15  years.  And  increasing 
tax  revenue  is  no  long-term 
solution.  Such  high  increases 
would  be  needed  that  toe 
strategy  could  became  politi- 
cally divisive,  generating 
resentment  against  the  older 
generation. 

There  will  have  to  be  some 
way  of  raising  the  money. 
The  issue  raised  in  Washing- 
ton is  one  of  toe  greatest  eco- 
nomic and  political  chal- 
lenges which  is  just  about  to 
hit  toe  industrialised  world. 


Sparks  flying 

1 r ’RADE  Secretary  Ian 

I Lang  risks  a very  nasty 

I shock  from  the  latest 
1 mega-bid  prospect  to  short- 
circuit  the  privatised  electric- 
ity market.  Sparks  have  been 
Hying  because  of  an  embar- 
rassingly timed  leak  about 
the  decision  by  the  Monopo- 
lies and  Mergers  Commission 
to  approve  plans  by  National 
Power  and  PowerGen  to  take- 
over regional  electricity  com- 
panies. Although  Mr  Lang 
has  yet  to  give  his  formal 
assent,  American  utility, 
Southern,  reckons  toe  out- 
look is  promising  enough  to 
make  a merger  approach  to 
National  Power. 

But  Mr  Lang  is  powerless  to 
intervene  in  the  deal  unless 
he  is  prepared  to  make  a U- 
turn  on  previously  stated  pol- 
icy. For  precedents  have  al- 
ready been  set  for  generators 
to  take  over  regional  electric- 
ity companies  with  Scottish 
Power’s  takeover  of  ManWeb 
and  Hanson's  acquisition  of 
Eastern.  Second,  the  DTI 
would  have  a bard  task  justi- 
fying It  on  national  Interest 
grounds  as  it  has  long  recog- 
nised toe  right  of  a foreign 
bidder  to  snap  up  a privatised 
utility. 

But  toe  Government  should 
still  swallow  tts  pride  and 
veto  this  deal  With  its  25  per 
cent  market  share,  National 
Power  is  too  big  a player  to 
merge  with  Southern  which 
already  owns  a British  reg- 
ional electricity  company. 

Mr  Lang  must  declare  this 
is  a deal  too  far. 


High  Court  rejects  Lloyd’s 
attempt  to  stall  hearing 


Pauflne  Springett 

■ LOYD’S  of  London'  suf- 
kfered  a humiliating  High 
Court  defeat  yesterday  in  Its 
attempt  to  get  an  adjourn- 
ment of  a hearing  to  decide 
whether  it  can  seize  compen- 
sation awards  to  Names  over 
their  losses. 

The  Vice  Chancellor,  Sir 
Richard  Scott,  threw  out  the 
adjournment  application  and 
the  case  will  start  today. 

A Lloyd’s  spokesman  said: 
“We  regret  what’s  happened. 
We  believe  the  hearing  is  an 
unwelcome  diversion  at 
present” 

Lloyd’s  is  engaged  in  final- 
ising a £3  billion-plus  settle- 
ment offer  for  its  loss-stricken 
Names  in  a bid  to  prevent  the 
insurance  market  collapsing. 

The  application  to  adjourn 
toe  hearing  was  backed  by 
leaders  of  the  three  main 
action  groups  — Goods 

TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Walker,  Feltrtm  and  Merrett 
418. 

But  Names  from  dozens  of 
other  action  groups  opposed 
the  adjournment  after  it 
emerged  that  the  three  groups 
bad  struck  a secret  deal  with 
toe  Lloyd’s  chairman.  David 
Rowland. 

Mr  Rowland  is  understood 
to  have  agreed,  in  exchange 
for  the  adjournment,  to  boost 
toe  compensation  pot  for  liti- 
gating Names  by  £200  million 
to  £1  billion.  He  is  also  be-' 
lieved  to  have  agreed  to  try  to 
ensure  that  Names  who  have 
won  court  awards  should  pay 
no  more  than  £50.000  to  quit 
Lloyd’s.  The  other  Names  are 
facing  TnflTTmum  final  bills  of 
£100,000. 

Michael  Freeman,  a solici- 
tor involved  in  opposing  the' 
adjournment,  said  Sir  Rich- 
ard Scott's  decision  repre- 
sented “a  great  victory  for  the 
Names.  They  know  now  they 
are  going  to  get  a fair  shout". 
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12  FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS 

Sarah  Ryle  in  Washington  reports  on  the  latest  World  Economic  Outlook 
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The  IMF  expects.... 
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IMF  calls 
for  painful 
cuts  in 
public 
services 


THE  International 
Monetary  Fund  last 
night  prescribed  fis- 
cal discipline  which 
it  insisted  must  be 
swallowed  by  leading  econo- 
mies unless  they  wanted  to 
see  growth  slip  back  from  al- 
ready modest  levels. 

Fears  about  the  weakness 
of  the  dollar  which  were  para- 
mount at  last  year’s  round  of 
IMF-  World.  Bank  spring 
meetings  appear  to  have 
eased,  pushing  the  drive  to 
get  budgets  under  control  to 
the  top  of  the  agenda  set  by 
the  World  Economic  Outlook 
published  last  night. 

The  IMF's  experts  ruled  out 
widespread  and  severe  slow- 
down across  the  globe  this 
year.  Insisting  that  global 
growth  was  set  to  pick  up. 

But  they  admitted  that 
their  forecasts  for  growth  last 
year  had  been  much  too  opti- 
mistic. especially  in  western 
Europe  and  North  America. 
This  was  reflected  in  predic- 
tions for  industrial  countries 
tliis  war  and  next  year  — 2 


The  Underside 


Dan  Atkinson 


Barclays  stair  will 

be  delighted  to  learn 
that  help  is  at  hand  in 
their  attempt  to  dodge  the 
consequences  of  customers 
who  resort  to  the  bomb 
rather  than  the  complaints 
department.  Sc  anna  MSC, 
which  describes  itself  at  the 
"leading  manufacturer  of 
postal  and  screening  equip- 
ment" is  running  courses 
to  help  people  recognise 
suspect  packages.  As  a 
taste-free  extra.  Scanna  is 
orrering  5 per  cent  dis- 
counts on  post-room  scan- 
ning products  to  the  British 
banking  sector  and  to  indi- 
vidual members  of  the 
Banking.  Insurance  and  Fi- 
nance Union.  Hurry,  hurry 
— the  super-sensitive  offer 


per  cent  and  2.6  per  cent 
respectively.  The  outlook  for 
the  Group  of  Seven  industri- 
alised nations  was  even  less 
positive,  with  growth  put  at  a 
mere  1.9  per  cent  this  year. 

The  slowdown  was  not  uni- 
form, however,  and  IMF  staff 
said  that  in  cases  such  as  the 
US  it  was  welcomed  because 
of  the  potential  build-up  of  In- 
flationary pressures. 

it  was  less  marked  in  some 
parts  of  Europe,  notably  Brit- 
ain and  Italy  whose  curren- 
cies had  depreciated  since 
1992  and  which  had  experi- 
enced more  growth  and  fell- 
ing unemployment  — unlike 
countries  with  currencies 
linked  to  the  German  mark. 

For  Germany  itself  growth 
Is  projected  at  just  1 per  cent 
this  year  before  recovering  to 
2.9  per  cent  in  1997;  in  France 
this  year's  1.3  per  cent  should 
imp  row  to  2.8  per  cent 

Despite  the  caution  over  in- 
dustrial countries,  the  IMF 
said  that  global  growth  would 
be  buoyed  up  by  the  perfor- 
mance of  emerging  markets. 


is  for  a limited  period  only 
. . . presumably  until  Bar- 
clays' spot  of  bother  disap- 
pears from  the  headlines. 

Another  building 
society  bites  the  dust, 
this  the  Bristol  & 
West,  failing  into  the  arms 
of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  and 
you  can’t  get  ranch  wester 
than  that  without  emigrat- 
ing. At  least  the  name  will 
live  on.  which  is  more  than 
can  be  said  for  all  those 
that  have  fallen  during  the 
last  16  years:  the  Padding- 
ton, City  of  Derry.  Immi- 
grants, the  Civil  Service, 
Wisbaw  Investment,  and 
North  East  Globe.  There 
was  the  ambitiously-named 
United  Kingdom  Building 
Society  (dashed  on  North- 
ern Rock,  1987)  and  the  un- 
necessarily specific  Prop- 
erty Owners  (with  the 
Woolwich  since  1986).  Jest 
at  your  peril.  Sir  Edward 
du  Cann.  during  his  glory 
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This  way . . . Premier  Ryu  taro  Hashimoto  escorts  President  Clinton  who  told  their  Toyko 
news  conference  yesterday  that  trade  relations  are  'on  the  right  track ’ptiotog  raw  ruth  frsuson 


bringing  the  forecast  for  this 
year’s  world  GDP  growth  to  4 
percent 

it  warned  that  even  the  mod- 
est predictions  for  the  Indus- 
trialised countries  were  under 
threat  from  insufficiently  tight 
fiscal  control  — the  IMF’s  way 
of  saying  that  public  spending 
needs  to  be  cut 

IT  SAID;  'The  ballooning 
of  public  debt  in  indus- 
trial countries  over  the 
past  two  decades  of  rela- 
tive world  peace  and  pros- 
perity is  unprecedented." 

It  called  on  industrial 
countries  to  work  harder  to 
balance  their  budgets  which 
it  said  have  had  the  effect  of 
pushing  up  interest  rates, 
damaging  private  investment 
It  suggested  that  tax  in- 
creases would  not  be  the  main 
solution  for  budgets  in  the 
red.  The  pain  would  have  to 
come  from  cuts  in  public  ser- 
vices. although  the  IMF  rec- 
ognised that  this  would  be  po- 
litically sensitive  in  many 
countries. 


days  as  Lonrho  chairman, 
brushed  off  a shareholder 
with  a dismissive  sugges- 
tion that  the  man  sell  his 
Lonrho  stock  and  put  the 
money  in  the  Steyning  & 
Sussex  BS.  He  didn't  even 
get  the  name  right,  refer- 
ring to  the  “Littlehampton 
& Steyning  Building  Soci- 
ety” (Littlehampton  had 
not  graced  the  title  since 
1962).  Sir  Edward's  career 
tanked  shortly  afterwards. 

OFFICES  of  the  Trea- 
sury's external  and 
media  relations  high 
command  resembled  the 
Marie  Celeste  on  Tuesday 
as  staff  were  whisked  off  on 
a course  to  learn  all  about 
Oasis.  Not  the  light-enter- 
tainment quintet,  but  a new 
computer  system  utilising 
the  super  anorak  software, 
Windows  95.  One  cool-cat 
Treasury  insider  com- 
mented: "Knowing  as. 
Oasis  will  probably  be  ob- 
solete in  two  years*  time.  I 
mean  the  computer  system, 
not  the  band.  The  band  are 
already  obsolete:  they 
sound  just  like  the  Bea- 
tles." Right,  daddy-oh. 

Recent  suggestions 

that  former  Lonrho 
chief  RW  “Tiny’’  Row- 
land is  planning  a move  to 
the  principality  of  Monaco 
may,  we  bear,  have  been 
triggered  by  a misunder- 
standing on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  natives.  A few 
of  Monte  Carlo's  snootier 
residents  expressed  con- 
cern at  the  supposedly  Im- 
minent splashdown  of  Tiny 

plus  his  yacht  Hansa;  such 
a colourful  neighbour,  they 
thought  might  unsettle  the 
local  housing  market  The)' 
appear  to  have  frightened 
themselves  unnecessarily; 
with  Tiny  denying  any  such 
move,  it  seems  the  rumour 
began  in  Monte  Carlo  itself, 
possibly  with  a misreading 
of  the  top-500  richest 
people  lists  for  1995  in  the 
Sunday  Times.  There  at 
number  19  is  Our  Tiny; 
down  at  joint  213th  place  is 


There  would  have  to  be 
.sizeable  reforms  to  public 
spending  schemes,  particu- 
larly health  and  pension  pro- 
vision, according  to  a special 
report  on  the  effect  of  ageing 
populations. 

"North  American  and  most 
European  countries  have 
made  only  limited  progress  to 
date  in  putting  their  ratios  of 
public  debt  to  GDP  on  down- 
ward trajectories:  and  debt  in 
Japan,  which  has  been  most 
concerned  about  the  fiscal  im- 
plications of  its  aging  popula- 
tion, seems  poised  to  rise 
sharply  in  the  coming  years," 
the  World  Economic  Outlook 
warned. 

Following  on  from  this 
month's  jobs  summit  in  Lille, 
it  urged  immediate  reforms  of 
the  labour  market  in  Europe. 

"The  fiscal  outlook  and  the 
long-run  economic  perfor- 
mance of  the  monetary  union 
will  depend  on  the  success 
with  which  countries  tackle 
the  many  impediments  to  job 
creation  and  job  search  that 
characterise  European  labour 


property  tycoon  David 
Rowland,  whose  Mone- 
gasque  tax  status  rates  a 
mention.  To  these  Riviera 
types,  one  Rowland  Is  much 
the  same  as  another. 

TITAN,  the  “business 
club"  attacked  in  Par- 
liament earlier  this 
month  as  an  "iniquitous 
scam"  Is  up  to  its  lovable 
old  tricks.  Last  Sunday, 
maybe  500  potential  suck- 
ers were  herded  into  a con- 
ference hall  in  Stafford  and 
invited  to  pay  two-and-a- 
half  grand  to  become 
"junior  members"  of  the 
club.  The  deal  is  something 
like  this:  you  join,  then 
sucker  in  two  others.  You 
rake  off  £450  from  each  of 
their  joining  fees,  then  for 
every  subsequent  “mem- 
ber" you  recruit  you  are 
paid  £1,220.  There’s  no 
product  and  no  service;  this 
is  an  old-fashioned  chain- 
letter  racket.  Titan  is  based 
in  Hamburg,  and  is  thought 
to  have  taken  more  than 
£500,000  in  fees  from  per- 
haps 1,700  people.  The  DTI 
neither  confirmed  nor  de- 
nied an  investigation.  Lib- 
eral Democrat  MP  David 
Rendel  told  MPs  to  alert 
their  constituents;  mean- 
while Titan  had  better 
clean  up  and  clear  out  be- 
fore proposed  amendments 
to  the  Fair  Trading  Act 
reach  the  Statute  Book. 


markets  [where]  levels  of 
structural  unemployment, 
particularly  among  the  un- 
skilled and  the  young,  remain 
much  higher  in  Europe  than 
in  most  other  industrial 
countries."  the  study  said. 

The  IMF  predicted  an  aver 
age  unemployment  rate  of 
11.2  per  cent  in  EU  nations, 
up  from  this  year’s  7.8  per 
cent 

Despite  the  criticisms  of 
Europe  and  the  wider  indus- 
trial world,  the  IMF  said  it 
was  expecting  "continued, 
relatively  solid  world 
growth". 

It  welcomed  the  relatively 
subdued  inflationary  pres- 
sure and  that  real  long-term 
Interest  rates  were  signifi- 
cantly lower  than  at  any  point 
since  the  early  1980s. 

Following  the  deep  concern 
last  year  about  the  impact  of 
the  weak  dollar,  the  IMF  ex- 
pressed relief  that  exchange 
rates  among  the  major  cur- 
rencies have  returned  to 
more  realistic  levels  in  terms 
of  fundamentals. 


German  firm 
denies  bribes 
claim  by 
Chileans 


Paul  Murphy 


Smiths  scrambles 
to  cockpit  winner 


THE  German  conglomerate 
Metall  gese  Uschaft  has  dis- 
missed allegations  of  fraud 
and  bribery,  levelled  by 
Chile's  state-owned  metal  pro- 
ducer C-odelco,  as  groundless 
and  vowed  to  fight  a lawsuit 
lodged  with  the  High  Court  in 
London  yesterday. 

The  Chileans  allege  that  an 
MG  subsidiary  secretly  paid 
$1.5  million  (£l  million)  into  a 
Cayman  Islands  bank  account 
controlled  by  C-odelco's  for- 
mer futures  trader,  Juan 
Pablo  Davila,  sue  years  ago. 

But  in  a statement  issued 
yesterday  MG  insisted  that 
any  payments  "were  made  ex- 
clusively in  accordance  with 
instructions  from  Codelco". 

The  statement  added:  “Al- 
though we  understand  that 
Codelco  wants  to  clear  up  the 
events  involving  its  former 
chief  futures  trader,  we  are 
taken  aback  by  the  attempt  to 
draw  a reliable  business  part- 
ner into  an  affair  whose  solu- 
tion can  only  be  found  In 
Chile." 

Since  1994,  Codelco  has 
been  investigating  a series  of 
trades  conducted  through  the 
London  Metal  Exchange  that 
led  to  the  Chilean  group  los- 
ing 8178  million  through  cop- 
per trading. 

Speaking  earlier  this  week, 
Wolfgang  Becker,  a former 
broker  with  MG  in  London 
who  is  also  named  as  a defen- 
dant in  the  writ,  stated  that 
the  dates  of  transactions  men- 
tioned in  the  writ  did  not  cor- 
respond to  his  time  at  MG. 

Earlier  this  year,  Codelco 
Issued  a writ  against  another 
London-based  metals  trader, 
Sogemin.  That  led  to  Sogemin 
suspending  three  of  its  top 
employees  at  its  U§ 
subsidiary. 


Outlook 


Pauline  Springett 


SMITHS  Industries  has 
won  a S100 million 
contract  to  supply 
electronic  equipment 
for  a new  fighter  trainer  for 
the  US  Air  Force  and  Navy. 

"It’s  a good  award  and  au- 
gurs well  for  the  future."  said 
chairman  and.  chief  executive 
Sir  Roger  Hum,  pointing  out 
that  Smiths  has  been  chosen 
from  a shortlist  of  seven  poss- 
ible equipment  suppliers  for 
the  new  aircraft 
Smiths  will  initially  supply 
cockpit . instruments  worth 
S23  million  for  a first  batch  of 
141  Beech  Midi  jets,  but  the 
US  wants  711  delivered  over 
20  years.  Other  countries  may 
buy  the  fighter  if  it  is 
successful. 

News  of  the  order  added  ad- 
ditional sparkle  to  Smiths1 
buoyant  half-year  profits.  All 
three  divisions  of  the  aero- 
space and  medical  equipment 
group  produced  better  results 
than  last  year  and  analysts 
responded  by  raising  their 
fill!  year  profit  forecasts  by 
around  £5  million  to  £264 
million. 

The  aerospace  operation 
has  emerged  from  a difficult 
few  years,  which  the  com- 
pany parried  by  beefing  up  its 
counter  cyclical  and  increas- 
ingly profitable  medical 
equipment  arm.  Sir  Roger 
said  be  believed  the  worst 
was  over  for  aerospace,  al- 
though it  remains  the  group's 
least  profitable  division. 

Sir  Roger  said  the  US  Air 
Force  was  not  taking  delivery 
of  any  fighters  during  1996. 
“It's  amazing,"  he  said,  add- 
ing that  he  could  not  recall 
this  ever  having  happened  be- 
fore. “It's  reasonable  to  as- 


} some  that  this  is  the  nadir 
and  that  it  will  pick  up.”  he 
said. 

Sir  Roger  added  that  the 
outlook  for  US  civil  aviation 
products  was  also  looking  up. 
thanks  to  a "slug"  of  aircraft 
orders  recently  received  by 
Boeing.  Smiths  supplies  elec- 
tronics for  both  the  737  air- 
craft and  new  777  jumbo. 

However,  the  knock-on  ben- 
efit for  Smiths  would  be 
slightly  dampened  by  a strike 
at  Boeing  last  autumn,  the  ef- 
fects of  which  had  yet  to  filter 
through  to  suppliers. 

Sir  Roger  was  coy  about 
recent  speculation  that  he 
was  in  negotiations  to  pur- 
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Metical  Aerospace  Industrial  ;■ 
systems  - 


chase  the  aerospace  ann 
Lucas. 

"It'S  hypothetical.  Us  not 
on  the  market.  I'm  not  pre- 
pared to  say  whether  t fenc* 
r bits  and  pieces  of  something 
I,  that's  not  for  sale.”  he  snu. 
pointing  out  that  Lucas  was 
reassessing  its  strategy  m me 
lisht  of  the  imminent  depar- 
ture Of  Chief  executive  George 
Simpson  to  GEC. 

The  City  neverthless  ex- 
pects Smiths  to  make  an  aero- 
space acquisition,  given  uw? 
company’s  healthy  cash  flow 
and  expectation  of  nil  gearing 
at  the  year  end. 

Sir  Roger  declined  to  elate* 
rate,  insisting  that  Smiths  did 
not  have  to  make  a purchase 
at  all  "I  don't  feel  compelled 
to  Join  with  somebody  else, 
but  iT  there  is  a better  thing  to 
do  then  we  have  tq  be  alert  to 
it  and  prepared  to  do  it"  he 
said.  . , 

But  Sir  Roger  did  reveal 
that  if  he  pounce,  he  would 
avoid  buying  either  a sup- 
plier or  a customer. 

Total  operating  profit  rose 
bv  nearly  20  per  cent  to  £70.4 
million.  Nearly  half  of  this  in- 
crease was  due  to  aquisittons 
made  within  the  past  year  in 
the  industrial  and  medical 
systems  arms. 

Sir  Roger  was  particularly 
enthusiastic  about  the  emerg- 
ing market  for  medical  equip- 
ment  used  away  from 
hospitals. 

The  industrial  division  Is 
less  obviously  exciting  — it 
produces  connectors,  fans 
and  tubing  for  ducting  — but 
if  is  Smiths’  second  biggest 

raoneysp  Inner. 

Sir  Roger  acknowledged  its 
continued  healthy  profits 
gain  was  perhaps  surprising, 
given  the  continued  slump  in 
the  building  trade,  but  he  sug- 
gested it  was  because  the 
company's  products  were 
being  extensively  used  in 
property  refurbishrnents. 


Healthy  IBM  to  lift  payout 
while  AT&T  sees  double 


Nicholas  Bannister 
Technology  Editor 


COMPUTER  group  Inter- 
national Business  Ma- 
chines underlined  its 
return  to  health  yesterday 
with  the  first  dividend  in- 
crease for  seven  years,  while 
AT&T,  another  leading  hi- 
tech  American  corporation 
undergoing  radical  surgery, 
forecast  that  it  would  double 
in  size  over  the  next  10  years. 

IBM  reported  better  than 
expected  first  quarter  results 
and  a 40  per  cent  rise  in  divi- 
dends. Operating  profit  was 
4.7  per  cent  up  at  Si  .35  billion 
on  sales  5.2  per  cent  ahead  at 
$16.56  billion. 

However,  net  income  foil 
from  $1.29  billion  to  $744  mil- 
lion as  a result  of  further 
redundancy  charges  and  costs 


relating  to  the  acquisition  of 
software  companies. 

IBM  chairman  Louis  Gerst- 
ner,  brought  in  to  rescue  the 
company  In  1993  after  It 
plunged  to  an  $8  billion  loss, 
said  yesterday:  "We  turned  in 
a good,  but  uneven  quarter. 
Overall  hardware  revenues 
and  margins  were  disappoint- 
ing." 

Dividend  cuts  and  massive 
job  losses  were  part  of  the 
measures  Mr  Gerstner  took  to 
stem  the  group's  losses. 

Bob  Allen,  chairman  of 
AT&T,  the  largest  US  telecom 
group,  said  he  expected  the 
group  to  double  in  size  to  a 
$100  billion  company  in  the  10 
years  following  the  comple- 
tion of  break-up  plans. 

AT&T  is  spinning  off  its 
computer  manufacturing  and 
telecommunication  equip- 
ment operations  into  two  sep- 


arate companies  from  next 
year,  and  retaining  its  long 
distance,  cellular  and  credit 
card  operations. 

Net  income  from  all  the 
group’s  operations  rose  from 
$1.2  billion  to  *1.36  billion 
during  the  first  quarter.  On 
the  telecom  side,  the  group 
lost  market  share  in  the  in- 
creasingly competitive  long- 
distance market  but  saw  a 22 
per  cent  jump  in  revenue 
from  its  mobile  phone  opera- 
tions. 

• Merger  Silks  between  two 
of  the  big  US  regional  phone 
groups.  Nynex  and  Bell  Atlan- 
tic, could  be  completed  next 
week,  according  to  a source 
close  to  the  deal.  Nynex 's  UK 
cable  offshoot  Nynex  Cable- 
Comms.  yesterday  reported 
that  its  first  quarter  revenue 
rose  92  per  cent  to  £32.5 
million. 
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Throughout  the 

winter  the  bookmak- 
ers have  shortened 
Alhaarth  to  prohibi- 
tive odds  foF  the  Pertemps 
2,000  Guineas  umi  whether 
that  confidence  or  fear,  *a>i  it 
what  you  will,  is  mtepterad 
will  become  clear  this  after- 
noon when  the  colt  his 

reappearance  in  the  Craven 
Stakes  at  Newmarket. 

Alhaarth 's  achievements  as 
atwo-year-old  have  been  well 
chronicled  and  he  erased  any 
lingering  doubts  about  his 
class  when  storming  home  in 
the  Dewhurst  Stakes. 

As  Dick  Hern,  his  trainer. 
Is  held  in  almost  universal  af- 
fection by  the  racing  frater- 
nity there  is  plenty  of  wishful 
thinking  that  Alhaarth  will 
prove  another  Nashwan  or 
Brigadier  Gerard. 

That  may  well  prove  to  be 
the  case,  but  Alhaarth  differs 
from  the  other  two  in  at  least 
one  respect  and.  that  concerns 
his  keenness  on  the  home 
gallops. 

Neither  Nashwan  nor  Brig- 
adier Gerard  needed  a prior 
run  before  the  2,000  Guineas 
and  Hern  expressed  the  view 
last  autumn  that  he  might 
pursue  the  same  course  with 
Alhaarth. 

That  be  is  not  doing  so  is  ; 
indicative  cf  Alhaarth’s  lazi- 
ness at  home  and  Hern  has  1 
clearly  decided  that  the  colt' 
needs  a race  to  sharpen  him  | 
up. 

Probably,  therefore,  he  will  i 
not  be  at  his  best  today.  If  he  ! 
wins  impressively  then  he  is 
virtually  past  the  post  for  the 
Guineas  and  if  he  scrambles 
home  you  should  still  not  ex- 
pect his  price  to  lengthen 
much. 

Only  four  take  him  on  but 
they  are  very  useftiL  Beau- 
champ King  won  the  last  four 
of  his  five  races  and  comfort- 
ably disposed  cf  some  one- 


paced  rivals  in  the  Raring 
Post  Trophy.  He  must  be 
. respected,  but  more  of  a dan- 
ger may  be  Pommard.  receiv- 
ing 51b,  who  has . been  work- 
ing with  exceptional  promise 
on  John  Gosden's 

I hope  to  see  Alhaarth 
(3.40)  confirm  his  position  at 
the  head  of  the  Guineas  mar- 
ket and  expect  Heron  Island 
(3.08)  to  enter  the  Derby  pic- 
tore  after  the  Rielden  Stakes. 

At  Newmarket  yesterday 
Cayman  Kai  won  the  Euro- 
pean Free  Handicap  in  a time 
nearly  two  seconds  faster 
than  Thrilling  Day  in  the  Nell 
Gwyn.  Stakes,  although,  foe 
ground  was  undoubtedly  a 
shade  quicker. 

Like  Thrilling  Day,  Cay- 
man Kai  has  no  English  Clas- 
sic engagements  but  could  go 
for  the  German  Guineas. 
Rickard  Hannon,  his  trainer, 
was  -worried  whether  he 
would  stay  a mile  and  be  still 
does  not  know. 

Cayman  Kai,  well-muscled 
and  looking  in  the  pink,  was 
ridden  to  get  foe  seven  fur- 
longs here  and  Fat  Eddery 
produced  him  beautifully  but 
reported  that  the  colt  was  get- 
ting tired  in  the  final  100 
yards. 

Luso,  w inner  cf  the  Italian 
Derby,  emphasised  the  qual- 
ity of  last  year’s  Classic  col- 
lection when  battling  gamely 
to  heat  Smart  Alec  by  a head 
in  the  Earl  of  Sefton  Stakes. 

Considering  he  had  run 
well  in  foe  Arc  and  fi-nfahpri 
third  to  Pentire  at  York,  his 
starting  price  of  14-1  was  dis- 
tinctly generous. 

Emma  O'Gorman  was 
taken  to  Addenhrookes  Hospi- 
tal after  Simply  Times  had 
given  her  a horrible  foil  in  the 
Bartlow  Maiden  Fillies 
Stakes. 

For  a long  time  It  looked  a 
serious  accident  but  foe  filly 
eventually  got  up  unscathed. 
Miss  O'Gorman  was  con? 
scious  and  had  feeling  in  her 
arms  and  legs. 


Free' for  all . . . Pat  Eddery  produces  Cayman  Kai  with  a perfectly  timed  ran  to  win  foe  European  Free  Handicap  at 
Newmarket  yesterday.  Next  stop  for  the  colt  could  be  the  German  2,000  Guineas.  photograph  frawc  baron 


Sponsorship 
deal  puts 
Cecil  back  in 
driving  seat 

Chris  Hawkins  on 

life  after  the  Sheikh 
for  leading  trainer 


TO  BE  spurned  by  Sheikh 
Mohammed  is  a train- 
er's worst  nightmare  but 
Henry  Cecil  has  put  bds 
split  with  foe  world's  most 
powerfhi  owner  firmly  be- 
hind tiiw  and  is  confident 
he  is  on  the  verge  of  one  of 
his  best  seasons. 

Announcing  yesterday 
that  his  170-horse  Newmar- 
ket stable  is  being  spon- 
sored by  the  Swedish  car 
manufacturer  Saab  this 
season,  Cecil  was  in  a dis- 
tinctly upbeat  mood  as  he 


talked  about  his  prospects 
for  the  coming  months. 
“This  is  Bosra  Sham  com- 
ing up  — see  how  well  she 
moves,"  purrs  Cecil,  as  we 
watch  his  string  cantering 
up  the  Warren  Hill  gallop. . 

'Tm  delighted  with  her 
hut  the  moment  of  truth 
comes  on  Friday  when  she 
runs  In  the  Fred  Darling." 

Another  filly  for  whom 
Cedi  has  high  hopes  is 
Lady  Carla,  owned  like 
Bosra  Siam  by  foe  Syrian 
Waflc  Said.  She  is  being 


aimed  at  the  Oaks  trials.  At 
the  moment  Cecil  does  not 
have  any  obvious  Derby 
candidate  but  several  colts 
with  foe  potential  to  make 
the  grade,  including  Dn- 
sbyantor.  Bright  Water  and 
Silver  Dome. 

“Dushyantor  1$  by 
Sadlers  Wells  and  I like 
hi™  a lot,"  explained  foe 
trainer.  "He  had  a foot 
problem  last  season  but  is 
over  that  and  has  been  ex- 
citing me  in  his  work. 

“Silver  Dome  has  been 


Racing 

Cravenrun 
to  put  edge 
on  Alhaarth 


Speed  not  the 
Festival  killer 
says  Club  report 


Ron  Cox 


CHELTENHAM  race- 
course has  been  ab- 
solved of  any  blame  for 
the  death  of  10  horses  at  last 
mouth’s  Festival  meeting.  A 
Jockey  Club  report  published 
yesterday  found  no  single  fee- 
tor  led  to  the  abnormal  num- 
ber of  fatalities. 

Widely  expressed  concerns 
over  the  size  of  the  fields  and 
speed  of  the  races  at  the  Festi- 
val were  dismissed.  But  the 
report  identified  several  fur- 
ther areas  for  consideration 
affecting  the  level  of  safety 
and  welfare  of  horses  and 
riders. 

The  investigation,  launched 
after  a public  outcry  over  the 
significantly  higher  than 
usual  number  of  deaths,  in- 
volved examination  of  video 
footage  and  discussions  with 
foe  racecourse  executive, 
trainers,  jockeys,  vets  and  the 
RSPCA. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  safety  limits  on  the 
size  of  fields  were  not  a con- 
tributory fector.  and  analysis 
of  race  times  at  the  meeting 
since  1987  showed  little  indi- 
cation that  races  are  now  run 
at  a significantly  quicker 
pace. 

But  it  is  thought  that 
changes  in  training  methods 
and  the  use  of  a variety  of  dif- 
ferent surfaces  may  have 
have  had  an  effect  on  foe  sus- 
ceptibility of  horses  to  injury. 


This  is  one  of  tbe  areas  for 
fttrther  investigation,  along 
with  the  starting  procedure 
which  is  already  under  sepa- 
rate review. 

There  must  also  be  the  pos- 
sibility that  as  more  and  more 
jumpers -are  Flat-bred  or  es- 
Flat  racehorses,  the  breed  is 
less  able  to  cope  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  sport  than  tbe 
old-fashioned  chasing  type. 

Cheltenham  managing  di- 
rector Edward  Gillespie  was 
happy  with  the  report  but  still 
at  a loss  to  explain  the  10 
deaths  at  the  Festival. 

"Maybe  we  should  put  this 
down  to  a statistical  ‘blip’  and 
all  work  together  to  make 
sure  It  doesn’t  happen  again.” 
he  said. 

Pertemps,  the  leading  inde- 
pendent staff  recruitment 
company,  will  sponsor  the 
2.000  and  1.000  Guineas  at 
Newmarket  next  month.  The 
company  will  also  be  adding 
its  name  to  the  Jockey  Club 
Stakes,  which  is  run  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  three-day 
Guineas  Festival  on  May  3. 

• Stavros  Niarchos,  Greek 
shipping  magnate  and  leading 
racehorse  owner,  died  on 
Monday  at  the  age  of  86. 

He  flint  developed  an  inter- 
est in  racing  in  tbe  1950s  and 
his  colours  went  on  to  be  car- 
ried with  distinction  In  the 
top  races  in  Europe  and 
North  America  right  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death. 


Obituary!  page  lO. 


talked  about  quite  a bit  as  a 
possible  for  foe  Derby  and  I 
plan  to  start  him  off  in  foe 
Sandown  Classic  Trial,  but 
I think  he  needs  give  in  foe 
ground  so  I wouldn't  be  too 
confident  about  him  hand- 
ling Epsom." 

Others  to  watch  out  for 
from  the  stable  in  the  next 
few  days  and  weeks  are 
Clan  Ben,  who  goes  for  Sat- 
urday’s Newbury  Spring 
Cup.  Storm  Trooper,  who 
runs  today,  Balladnr  and 
Private  Audience. 


The  association  with 
Saab  is  a deal  worth  around 
£30,000  and  is  important 
for  Cecil's  owners  for 
whom  sponsorship  is 
essential  if  they  are  to 
claim  back  VAT  on  training 
fees. 

There  is  no  doubt  Cecil  is 
fighting  back  from  his 
shock  over  the  Sheikh.  He 
was  champion  trainer  be- 
fore tbe  advent  of  the  Arabs 
and  yon  wouldn't  want  to 
bet  against  him  being  top  of 
foe  pile  again  thfa  year. 
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QUEEN'S  STAND  CLASSIC  CLUB  - 3 DAYS 
First  badge  £90  • 2 more  (?’  £75  each 
Until  May  24rb  - SAVE  £10 
Club  Endosnre  £30 

With  reserved  Sen  £55 

15-25  year  olds  £24 

- Morning  dress  not  required  - 

Until  May  24th  - SAVE  £3 
Grandstand  Enclosure  £l7 

Groups  of  15  or  more  £16 
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14  SPORTS  NEWS 

Soccer 

Premiership:  Nottingham  Forest  0,  Coventry  City  0 

Coventry  draw 
little  satisfaction 


Martm  Thorfw 


NOBODY  went  home 
satisfied.  A point  is 
better  than  nothing 
when  a team  is  in 
Coventry’s  position,  but  Big 
Ron  was  looking  for  a win  to 
put  sortie  breathing  space  be- 
tween his  side  and  the  relega- 
tion zone.  Forest  too  needed  a 
victors',  to  keep  up  tlteir  pur- 
suit of  n Uefn  Cup  place. 

Of  course.  Coventry  have 
made  n party  piece  of  escap- 
ing the  drop  at  the  end  of  the 
season.  Eight  times  in  their  29 
years  in  the  top  flight  they 
have  gone  to  the  final  day 
needing  a victory  to  survive. 

This  Sky  Blue  season  has 
been  similarly  poised  on  a 
clur  edge,  but  two  wins  in 
their  three  previous  games 
had  given  the  team  heart. 

They  really  needed  to  win 
this  game  and  even  though 
they  were  missing  four  defend- 
ers because  of  injury.  Coven- 
try gambled  on  an  adventur- 
ous midfield  in  search  of  tliree 
vital  points.  Richardson  was 
tiie  only  member  defensively 
inclined  amid  Ndlovu.  Jess 
and.  tor  25  minutes  before  he 
hobbled  oB’  to  be  replaced  by 
Salako.  Strachan. 


Forest  dominated  the  first 
half  with  an  attacking  inven- 
tion that  Identified  their 
higher  pedigree.  Lee  caused 
the  biggest  danger,  going 
close  three  times.  Ogrteovic 
had  to  get  down  quickly  to 
parry  the  striker’s  close- 
range  header.  Lee  then  only 
just  failed  to  get  a decisive 
touch  on  Haaland’s  cross 
from  the  right  before  seeing  a 
seven-yard  header  sail  just 
wide. 

A minute  before  half-time 
Pearce's  corner  provided 
Woan  with  a free  header 
which  Ogrizovic  did  well  to 
block,  then  seconds  later  Cov- 
entry produced  their  only 
first-half  chance  and  should 
have  scored.  Whelan  down 
the  right  crossed  to  the  un- 
marked Ndlovu,  his  diving 
header  found  Dublin  but  the 
big  striker  somehow  managed 
to  shoot  wide. 

Forest  picked  up  the  same 
script  immediately  after  the 
break,  though  with  a new  cast 
member.  The  youngster  Howe 
came  on  for  the  start  of  the 
second  half  in  place  of  the 
anonymous  Campbell  and  im- 
mediately made  a dramatic 
Impression  upfront 

His  best  moment  followed  a 
long-distance  one-two  with 


Haaland  which  was  ended  by 
Williams’s  foul  on  the  edge  of 
the  area.  However,  Forest 
could  not  capitalise  on  the 
free-kick. 

Coventry’s  first  chance  in 
the  second  half  was  created 
by  Ndlovu,  who  went  on  one 
of  his  electrifying  runs  down 
the  left  but  generated  an 
underpowered  shot  which 
failed  to  shock  Crossley. 

As  the  half  progressed  Cov- 
entry’s pressure  increased. 
Jess  came  closest  with  an  l&- 
yard  shot  but  it  went  straight 
at  Crossley.  It  summed  up  a 
game  in  desperate  need  of  a 
decent  strike. 

Better  was  to  come  from  the 
visitors.  Crossley  saved  at 
Jess's  feet.  Whelan  then  hit 
the  bar  from  the  left  side  of 
the  area  before  Crossley  had 
to  rescue  Forest  again.  First 
he  saved  Saiako’s  long  shot, 
then  tipped  over  Jess’s  long- 
ranger,  and  most  magnifi- 
cently of  all  threw  himself  to 
his  left  to  deny  Dublin’s  goal- 
bound  header. 

Motttogfeam  taws ft  Crassfsy;  Ksatand. 
Cooper.  Chettte,  Pearce.  Stone.  QamrMH. 
Bart-Willlams.  Woan.  Campbell  (Howe,  h- 
r>.  Lee 

Coventry  Cttyi  Ogrizovic:  Pickering, 
□arch.  Williams.  Hail.  Sira  chan  (Salako. 
SStnin)  Jess.  Richardson.  Ndlovu.  Dubu>. 
Whoian. 

M Reed  (Birmingham). 


Aston  Villa  1 , West  Ham  United  1 

Alert  Cottee  snatches 
late  point  for  West  Ham 


Tom  Evans 


Tony  cottee’s  late 
equaliser  for  West  Ham 
ruined  the  evening  for 
Aston  Villa,  who  had  led  with 
a Paul  McGrath  goal  — only 
his  second  of  the  season  — 
and  were  envisaging  a top- 
four  finish  to  the  season. 

In  the  closing  minutes  Dani 
replaced  Popps,  and  the  Por- 
tuguese teenager's  left-foot 
cross  was  converted  by  Cottee 
at  the  far  post. 

West  Ham  had  enjoyed  few 
chances  after  nearly  catching 
Villa  cold  in  the  third  minute. 
Moncur  broke  from  midfield, 
exchanged  passes  with 
Breacker  on  the  right  and 
sidestepped  the  emergency 
centre-half  Taylor  before 
cracking  a left-foot  drive 
inches  over. 


Villa’s  reply  was  instant 
Yorke  left  Rieper  on  his  back- 
side before  crossing  to  the  fin- 
post  where  Johnson’s  looping 
header  forced  Miklosko  to  tip 
over.  Encouraged,  Villa 
pressed  forward  again  and 
Dowie’s  poor  defensive 
header  from  Wright's  left- 
wing  free-kick  saw  Draper 
shudder  the  woodwork  from 
25  yards. 

Then  came  a sight  rarely 
witnessed  at  Villa  Park,  a 
McGrath  goal.  Townsend’s 
right-wing  corner  was  swung 
to  the  far  post  where  the  Irish 
Republic  defender,  inexplica- 
bly for  a man  6ft  2in  tall, 
ghosted  unnoticed  into  the 
box  to  volley  past  Miklosko 
for  the  21st  league  goal  of  his 
career. 

Three  minutes  later  Dowie 
was  involved  in  a collision 
with  the  Villa  right-back 


Charles,  who  left  the  field  sur- 
rounded by  paramedics  who 
appeared  to  be  tending  his  left 
leg.  It  was  doubly  unfortunate 
for  the  defender,  who  was  due 
to  go  into  hospital  next  week 
for  a hernia  operation. 

Early  in  the  second  half : 
three  half-chances  fell  to 
Johnson,  but  he  did  Villa  no 
favours  by  nri  faming  ttiam  all. 
The  visitors  then  pressed 
hard  for  the  first  time  in  the 
match  and  should  have  equal- 
ised in  the  62nd  minute  when 
a move  involving  Moncur. 
Rowland  and  Breacker  found 
Cottee,  whose  shot  looped 
over  Villa’s  keeper  Bosnich 
but  also  over  the  bar. 

Aston  VBa:  Bosnich:  Charles  ISeimeca 
-tOmfri).  Wright  feuogu,  McGrath.  Yorke 
(Joachim,  60),  Taylor.  Draper.  Milosevic. 
Johnson.  Townsend. 

West  Han  Unitadx  Mlldoska  Breacker. 
Dicks.  Robs.  Rowland.  Williamson.  Bliic, 
Rieper.  Com.  Moncur.  Dowie 
S Dunn  (Bristol). 
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Sheffield  Wed  0 


Patrick  Glam 
and  Russell  Thomas 

Duncan  ferguson 

was  ruled  out  of  foot- 
ball for  the  rest  of  the 
season  yesterday  and  will 
miss  Scotland’s  European 


Championship  campaign  in 
June. 

On  the  morning  after  the 
1-1  draw  with  Liverpool 
the  Everton  striker  was  ex- 
amined by  a specialist,  who 
concluded  that  the  only 
cure  for  his  troublesome 
groin  was  complete  rest. 

“After  last  night’s  exer- 
tions he  could  hanfiy  walk 
this  morning,”  said  Scot- 
land's manager  Craig 
Brown.  ‘Tve  spoken  to  Joe 
Royle,  his  manager,  and  he 
says  the  big  fellow  won’t 
play  again  this  season.  Now 
we’ll  have  to  forget  about 
him  for  Euro  ’96.” 

It  is  understood  Ferguson 
required  pain-killing  injec- 
tions to  allow  him  to  play 
in  the  Merseyside  derby 
and,  when  the  effects  wore 
off,  the  groin  problem 


Results 

Soccer 

FA  CARUMGI  PREMIERSHIP 


EMDSLEIQH  LEAQUE 
First  Division  . 

Leicester  (0)  A 01 

OuUaa  58.  78 

so**  on 

Suwon  29 
Tmmnn  (11  S 

O'Bnsn  29 
Irani  61.  63 
AJdrxtg*  a i.  uorgm  as 

Second  Division 

mubwy  P a Wiwdmp)* 

Anthrotws  25  CUIK  44.  Jones  61 

Stevens  3T  409* 

S window  (0)  o Burnley  (0)  O 

10.480 


« WO 

12.790 

mo 
12.969 

_ 0)  * 
Mason  5 
Mantall  73 


low  Manta*  3.  Juventus  2 (egg:  3-4);  Pav 
aftftalfcos  0.  Ajs*  3 0-3). 


Fricuey  2.  Gutseley  2. 

JC3S  1BACUM  JWwwdar  CtvMnnc  Moto- 
aay  0.  Carahalton  1. 


Mom  Promt*  1.  MUM  Rd  X 


the  best  ever  satellite  offer 

frOm  | GRANADA  ?1  Pace  Satellite  System 
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verhampun  K Nods  Co  1.  Birmingham  c 
X Second;  Blackpool  I,  Port  WO  H Brad- 
ford c o.  Hun  3;  srtrrahy  z BMmmr  Z 
Huddersfield  0.  Man  C O;  Sunderland  X 
Burnley  1.  TMnh  Lincoln  X Doncaster  i; 
Rochdale  X Seunftrepe  V Wigan  t, Ches- 
terfield a. 

AVON  INSURANCR  COMBINATION! 

Bristol  C X Pertarooulii  ft 
C Palace  X Wadord  ft  Ipswich  ft  W Detail 
2.  Luton  0.  CiMtsea  ft  Norwich  *,  Bristol 
Rvre  ft  Odbrd  Utd  1.  Arsenal  4;  Soutttamp- 
bxi  X WlmMedan  X Second  Ptalalim: 
Swansea  1.  Torquay  T, 

Glwnvon 

4,  Poriedown  1 (agg:  S-2J. 

DUTCH  LCAGUB  Sfona  Roastdara  ft  Qo 
Ahead  Eaglet  Devrener  ft  voiendarn  1. 
RKC  WabMF  1. 

Rugby  Union 

COURAGE  CLUBS  «HR  WaSsnaf 
> Ones  Lslcaaar  32.  Sab  1ft 
■■ATOMS:  Preston  G 48,  Moan 
15;  Nuneaton  9.  Lutterworth  14. 

WILLtt  COIBiON  MEUk  Army  81.  RAF 


TATIYJE  MATCHi  Combtocd 
London  OB  Si.  Surrey  29. 

Tennis 

JAPAN  OPEN  (Tokyo):  Mete  nrwtraun* 
A Raihilaana  (Gar)  H G Moiamtn 
(Japan)  7-ft  frft  J ran  Here*  (Bel)  H A 
Jatryd  Ow)  7-S.  6-ft  T Mwam  [Swa) 
M G P0221  (It)  6-0. 4-ft  e-1f  W Black  pni 
M A OtoovaHy  |RU3)  7-4.  6-2;  C WHn- 
<GB1  M M OMruska  (SA)  6-1,  6-1; 
TTewrian  (Fr)  t*  A Voftov  (Rua)  6-4, 
6-4;  L Roux  (Fr)  bt  A O^riw  (US)  7-5, 
6-7.  4-3.  a floreet  (Fr)  (4  J Cunha-Sflte 
(Par)  4-2.  7-5;  K Wyaehi  (Japan)  bt  J 


showed  at  Its  worst.  He  has 
already  had  two  hernia  op- 
erations and  it  is  hoped 
complete  rest  will  rule  out 
a third.  Of  coarse,  be  is 
now  out  of  Scotland's  squad 
fox-  next  Wednesday’s 
warm-up  match  against 
Denmark  in  Copenhagen. 

Brown  may  welcome  Not- 
tingham Forest's  Mark 
Crossley  into  his  plans,  for 
the  goalkeeper’s  hopes  of 
playing  for  Scotland  have 
been  revived  unexpectedly 
by  the  English  FA. 

The  Bafcn&Iey-bom  Cross- 
ley.  who  has-  a Scottish 
grandmother,  was  told  ear- 
lier this  week  that  he  could 
not  change  allegiance  be- 
cause of  his  appearances 
for  England  Under-21  in  the 
1990  Toulon  tournament. 
Brown  thought  that  Cross- 


Gobnard  (Ff)  6-4,  1-ft  7-ft  J 
(Swift)  M L fixhmarui  (GerJ  7-6.  3-6.  3-0 
re C fl  PrUMteln  (Deo)  bt  M Oamrn  (Cj) 
7-ft  7-ft  fxonwd  rowidt  R 
(US)  bt  S CampbaD  (US)  6-1.  6-4;  S Lar- 
m (Can)  bt  J StwMrink  INete)  6-7, 6-2. 
0-1;  T bmvha  (Bwe)  bl  J van  Harafc  (Bel) 
6-X  6-1;  ■ Norman  (Swe)  bt  K Certaan 
(Don)  6-3,  6-2;  J fen  (US)  bt  C WiL 
tewon  (GB)  6-4. 6-X  H Oraakanm  (Ger) 
W J RafftDntirtafc  lOer)  6-1,  6-3;  T Wood- 
bridp  (Am)  btT  eutuU  (Japan)  6-X  4-1; 

a Nil  li  III  iM  <GB)  bt  S UatBUOte  (Japan) 
6-7.  7-4.  4-4;  W Fm Ira  (SA)  bt  T Jo- 
hansaaa  (Svm)  5-7,  6-3.  6-X  M ctmg 
(US)  bt  A RadutaKU  (Ger)  4-2. 3-ft  6-1; « 
flor—l  CFO  bt  K MtyacW  (Japan)  6-0. 

F FNMMo  IDtol  M J Waaek  (Swttzi  6-ft 
4-7.  4-4;  ■ Woodford*  (Ana)  bt  Vt  Black 
(Zlra)  6-4,  6-2;  R Rndkwir  (Nafhi  M U-F 
Fwlan  (Fr)  4-3. 6-ft  D MmA  (Gar)  bl  J 
Kroalalc  (Stovakta)  6-7.  6-3,  ft-4. 

K NaQatauka  (Japan)  7-4.  6-4;  A Fnte 
(US)  M K Tataana  (Japan)  6-2.  6-X  N KQL 
mure  (Japan)  bt  P Karnstra  (NMhl  6-0. 
6-ft  M VTonfal  untmaywr  (US)  bt  A EIW 
wood  (Aua)  4-X  6-*:  1.  Ooortots  (B«T)  M V 
Karate  (Japan)  3-ft  7-&  6-3;  C llararfe 
(US)  bt  5 Ratter  (Naffi)  *-*.  4-ft  OS  X Po 
(US)  bt  L WUd  (US)  7-4,  *-ft  6-2;  Y Yw- 
sMd*  (Japan)  fat  N Fabsr  (Bot)  5-7.  6-4. 
4-1.  teoood  muMfa  K Draw  (Japan)  bt  A 
Graaaroan  (US)  7-6.  4-4;  A * ' 


I Japan)  H M Endo  (Japan)  6-X  3-6. 7-4.  K 
Ridimadt  (Gar)  bt  N Dahauan  (Fin)  6-4. 
6-4,  K aumiaaWmra  (SJo)  bt  L CooOaia 
(Sal)  6-4. 6-2. 

SPANISH  OPEN  (Barealonar.  Sacand 
mwATBMWrtW  bt  A Ccrrega  (EW 
6-1.  6-X  A Coate  |Sg)  MS  ScteAan 
(Nate)  8-7.  7-ft  6-6;  A n>raa»«.j»d  (Sp) 
M H Jan  Oavtda  (Nath)  6-7.  7-ft  6-2:  r 
Tteyol  (SM  bt  P KaariMta  (Nadi)  7-ft  r-s; 
B WUwweh  (Cz)  bt  V 8andM  (SM  6-0. 7-ft 
S Bratoara  (Sp)  bt  F DwvuB  (Bafl  6-4. 
6-X  ■ Lawn  (Swb)  bl  U Gaatataaon 
(9wM  3-ft  6-1.  7-4;  F Rofe  (Sp)  » A Matf- 
vadov  rftoa)  7-ft  7-ft  R Fiwlan  (R)  H F 
Maggi  (IQ  4-ft  4-2. 7-5:  J Ooaatar  (US)  bt 
O Marflnoz  (Sp)  6-3.  6-3;  R Cterwtera 
(9(4  M J Novak  (Cq  6-X  1-ft  6-X  . 
BERMUDA  OPCN  (Pagrth  Rrte  roUMti  F 
H'  fell  (Arg)  b*  A Charkaaov  (B uR  6-3. 
6-27  ■ 6*  im  (US)  bt  S Draper  (Aos) 
6—4.  5-7. 7-6;  ■ Ttealata  (Arg)  M M Partv 
fere  (SweJ  6-0.  7-6 ; L A«te  Marafea 
Sd  bl  C Woodrufl  (US)  4-ft  7-ft  6-3:  V 
Swmtea  (US)  B F)  FrarnMrg  (Aua)  6-4. 
9-ft  6-X  K 6oMw  (Pan  bt  0 Peocarlu 
(tern)  6-X  6-4;  M WVwndcr  (Swa)  bt  P 
kMoenUBr)  6-2. 6-2:  P Ranar  (Au)  U F 
Davtn  (Aift)  6-4,  3-ft  0-4. 

Badminton 

(Homing):  Saornd 
L Ubdatof  (FtnJ  M B Karov 
(BuQ  15-9.  IS-ft  H «parra  (Nw)  H A An- 
tropov (tea)  15-12, 15-X  C BraB  (Hath)  M 
DZfetU  (PCS)  15-35,  15-10, 15-ft  U Ofaaoa 
[Swal  M F Sttva  Pot)  1&-5,  u-ft-DErfta- 
sob  (Swe)  bt  T Wapp  (Swliz)  is-ft  itrft  ■ 
BatMi  (Gar)  M V tutor  (Rua)  ifrft.  15-10: 
P Fdaiiiy  (ten)  M A Kvwtarauskaa 
(LMl)  15-7,  16-7:  E IteaqidM  (Fin)  M J 
fOWwfedzM  (Poi)  16-6.  i$-t 
Wewtaw  K Mtifa i (Wales)  bt  J Bou- 
rn ayer  {SwitS  114  1H  > UaSar  (Ger) 
bt  T Graves  (Eng)  11-5. 11-4;  TW«r  (Fr) 
bl  A Kocats  (Hun)  11-ft  5-11.  it-ft  j 
■am  (Eng)  bt  U Qoaeet  (BeQ  11-2. 11-ft 
M Padaraan  (Dan)  MS  Dlnitawr  (Fr)  11-X 
11^  H Borg  (Sws)  bt  G Martin  (SooQ 
UJ-1  x 11-X  11-1:  j Maidamtete  (NqfliHd 
C Sllwer  (Mar)  11-a  11-fl:  K Kraawwako 
(Pol)  bl  A Wecfcwrora  (Ffci)  11-6,  Tt-4. 

BowlS 

BUUM  HDD  KETOOR  dUSfPMff- 
SW PS(Ueflon  Mowbray);  Triplaa  Flnaii 
Vnwday  (I  Peroocfe  C P*mw,  j Leaman) 
MWWlrtrtghli  (RWWWft  *T  Netenan.  O 
Stacey)  16-7.“ 


Basketball 

NfUii  Adanta  77.  Cleveland  8ft  Orlando 
113  Wasbingion  9*  Dallas  9ft  LA  Lakere 
113:  MilwaiAee  EX  Cfocago  ax  Phoenbr 
111.  Houaaxi  100;  Utah  108.  LA  Clippers 
AS.'  Vancouver  08.  San  Arrtonw  95. 

Cricket 


>V  MATCMEfc  fleanarte  Ote- 
morgan  262-1  dee  <H  Harm  I26na  D L 
Hemp  xCBooi.  Cambridge  Untversny  19-0. 
TM  Parker  Durtiam  334-0  IS  HuUon 
ITano.  M A Rombany  )45»*qj  v Oxtort 
Untversttv. 

8HARMM  CIIK  Mdia  216-6  (SO  avers.  A 
Jaaaja  7 (no.  V Raltera  SO;  Adams  3-30. 
de  Vdtrare  3-28J-  South  Africa  216-5  (<7.1. 
D CuUiraa  44.  □ Crookes'  54;  Ra|u  3-38). 
SeuOi  Africa  won  by  Sra  wtekaae.  Souto 
Africa  meet  hate  m Fndey  s (Inal. 

Hockey 

PMOinPIC  TOUWUUBDIT  (AOanta): 
Great  Bream  1.  Sou®  Korea  i. 

AP7DCAN  NATIONS  CUP  (preioriai: 
Souft  Africa  X Botswana  ft,  Zimbabwe  X 
NamibtaQ.  • 

Ice  Hockey 

WORLD  CMA8MOMSMP  (Elm8»venk 
Peel  fc  BeUrus  6.  Danmark  l;  Swicer- 
landS,  HotomfT 

NHL  PLAY-OFFS,  Eastern  Conference, 
Rm  raondi  NY  Rangare  X Montreal  3 
(Oft  PhU*WpW*  7.  Tampa  Bay  a Toronto 
1.  St  touts  ft  Colorado  5,  Vancouver  Z 


Chelsea  0 

Pleat 

plays 

safe 


Ian  Ross 


Scotland  lose  Ferguson  for  Euro  ’96 


ley,  having  participated  in 
a competitive  event,  would 
be  debarred  from  switch- 
ing, but  the  FA  insists  that 
the  Toulon  tournament  was 
a friendly  event  and  there 
was  nothing  to  stop  him 
playing  for  Scotland. 

The  26-year-old  goal- 
keeper said:  “As  fer  as  I’m 
concerned  I'm  eligible.  The 
FA  say  Fm  eligible  and 
Craig  Brown  wants  me  to 
play,  so  I can’t  understand 
what  is  going  on  at  the 
moment,” 

Manchester  City’s  chair- 
man Francis  Lee  has  reas- 
sured his  club’s  fans  that 
Georgi  Kinkladze  will  not 
be  sold  even  if  Alan  Ball's 
team  are  relegated.  Lee 
said:  "We  want  to  build 
around  Georgi  . . . he’s  not 
for  sale  at  any  price.’’ 


bl  Bodmm  19-lft  ftartfteft  Stem  Lodg. 
bl  Kingstborpa  24-15;  WMMAtetete  bi 
Bmi ax  County  20- 0:  fete—  b(  E sal  Dor- 
set 23-11  Way  Vaflay  bt  York  25-14; 
Ctemtfaam  bt  Lawson  Pk  27-17:  Latoaater 
bt  ISCA 17-16.  Steteay  bt  Morth  Wabtem 
32-5. 

Baseball 

MR30CU  LEACW?  Torarte  8.  DatroU 
Q:  UMwankao  ft  Now  York  X BalUmora  6. 
Boa  ton  1;  Kansas  City  ft  Chicago  & Mln- 
iteota  2.  Clsvaland  7;  Taxas  ft  Oakland  ft 

Smiii,  5_  Cal  torrjta  X 
NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Chicago  ft  CmcJn- 
nab  ft  Monvcaf  7,  MtedplpfM  ft  AOanu 
ft  Florida  ft  New  York  ft  Houston  9;  S< 
Louis  X Pittsburgh  ift  Cotorado  6.  San 
Diego  W.  San  Francisco  5.  Los  Angeles  3 


SHEFFIELD  Wednes- 
day’s tortuous  climb 
towards  Premiership 
safety  continues.  Another 
scrambled  point  another  step 
up  the  ladder:  but  sadly  an- 
other undistinguished  perfor- 
mance. But  they  should  now 
survive.  , ... 

At  the  final  whistle,  wnicn 
could  not  come  soon  enough, 
Hillsborough  resounded  to 
the  groans  of  the  disap- 
pointed. It  was  the  very  least 
the  Wednesday  players 
deserved. 

impatience  is  the  preroga- 
tive of  all  long-suffering  sup- 
porters, and  in  South  York- 
shire. where  expectation 
tends  to  eclipse  common 
sense,  goodwill  has  been  in 
short  supply  recently- 
But  Wednesday’s  manager 
David  Pleat  is  astute  enough 
to  spot  a problem  in  the  mak- 
ing. “1  believe  we  are  turning 
the  corner;  things  never 
f-Tvangfl  quickly."  he  said  be- 
fore last  night's  game.  That 
might  be  true,  but  his  honey- 
moon period  ended  some  time 
ago. 

Chelsea  often  look  a better 
team  than  they  are.  They  flat- 
ter to  deceive  in  die  nicest 
possible  way,  their  precise 
pairing  papering  over  the 
cracks  that  have  drained  so 
much  of  their  ambition  over 
the  past  few  seasons. 

Still,  they  do  have  Gullit 
that  majestic  figure  who 
spent  much  of  his  time  berat- 
ing the  lesser  lights  around 
him  but  still  had  room  for 
sweet  improvisation  and 
subtle  promptings. 

The  game  ebbed  and  flowed 
gently,  with  Wednesday  ener- 
getic, Chelsea  refined.  It  was 
an  attractive  balance.  The 
first  half  was  a genteel  affair, 
bereft  of  physical  contact  and 
lorifing  urgency. 

The  better  chances  fell  to 
Wednesday  bat  the  best  went 
to  Chelsea.  Gullit  lifted  a sub- 
lime pass  forwards  and  Spen- 
cer lifted  his  shot  over  the  ad- 
vancing Pressman,  but 
Atherton  scurried  back  to 
hark  the  ball  off  the  line. 

Wednesday’s  most  potent 
weapon  was  the  left  foot  of 
their  own  Dutch  import 
Blinker,  but  his  generosity  In 
providing  Hirst  and  Whit- 
tingham  with  a steady  stream 
of  quality  crosses  rarely 
seemed  likely  to  be  rewarded. 

The  game  had  dragged  itself 
to  the  hour  mark  before  Chel- 
sea woke  up  to  the  realisation 
that  victory  was  there  to  be 
taken.  It  swept  over  them  like 
a nasty  rash  and  only  a slight 
increase  in  the  work  rate  saw 
than  move  into  the  driver’s 
seat. 

Even  so,  much  of  the  foot- 
ball was  still  unspeakably 
dull  but  at  least  there  was  a 
hint  of  a competitive  edge. 

Shaf11«ld  Wadnaadajs  Pressman: 
Atherton.  Newsome.  Welker.  Briscoe. 
Wtilliingham.  Sheridan.  Pembridoe. 
Blinker  (Weddle.  76mte).  Hirst.  Degryso 
ten;  Kharlne.  Duborry  (Peacock.  27). 

».  Myers.  Mlnto.  GulfiL  Wise.  Burley. 
Spedunan.  Spencer,  hurras. 

G Willard  (Worthing), 


Fixtures 


(730  imtesg  stated)  * 

Soccer 

EUROPEAN  CUP  WINNERS'  CUPz 
nd  tefl  (hreHeg  scores 


m pteertthdofe)-  Part*  a Germain  ri)  « 
Deperawi  Corun  (0)  (83);  Hared  vtwma 
(if  v Feyenodrd  (t|. 

K»  UACIIB  Premier  DhUku  King, 
stonian  « orereeft.  SMond  OMsiM  Ban- 
grad  Aft  v Nungertartj  Th.  Bradmeft  To  v 
Edgware  Tn:  Hemet  Hempstead  » Gammy 
fetana  TMrd  DMalora  Avetoy  iiTrir*  Tn; 
terthteJod  v Harefleto  utd 
WHffl  HOMES  lEAQUO  S retemra 
HsMbiu  Wltoey  Tn  » Aahtord  Tn;  Yale  Tn 
v Tonbridge  Angela. 

hw  comma  uuuit  first  uv 
Mom  Burscough  v Kldsgroro  Aft:  FDston 
* Booda;  Newemfle  Tn  v Cftberoe. 
QREAT  HUS  UUUfe  Prendre  Dtv 
MF  « MangoMield  URL 
POHTBIS  LEAGUE  (fjOj:  first  DMefem 
ferertan  v Trermer*  Leeds  * Oknwir. 
SS"  Pwwt  V swr  UWk  SMI  Wad  * 
gttya.  Second  Dfetefere  York  w CouanVy. 
Wdrtl  Ohhmion  Wraxftam  v Walsall. 
ATOM  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
firet  «N»i»ism  Brighton  v Tottenham  izfl). 
v J efadon  (7JR,  Seseod  «*■ 
Ctedft  v Birmltigham  (tO). 


LEAGUE  OF  m m MB;  Pm  rater  Onr- 
fcdnre  Dundalk  « Si  Patricks  Aft  (7 AS). 

Rugby  League 


AUiANce  Bradford  v Wigan;  Hull  KR  v 
Hull;  Oldham  v Castistord:  St  Helens  » 
Hainan  SaOard  v Warrington  (10).  first 
BlilalBU.  Dewsbury  v WakeHetd;  Sunmon 
v FeaBierstoOft  York  v Bad ay.  Second 
Ol.lalou.  Btackpool  « Charier-  Hudders- 
field v HrnwieL 

Basketball 

BUDWEISSR  CHAMPIOHSMPa  Oara 
tei -4k ids,  moond  leg:  Bfemtogtiam  w 
Derby  I8J3).  London  » Thames  Valley  i&O). 
NATIONAL  LEAGUE)  Women:  PIrM  Dlv- 
Were**  rem tei  Hn>L  Baivtog  & 
Dug  v Ipswich  (BJ3U1 

Cricket 


— - — IF  MATCH  (OU  Traltord)'  Lai 

cashire  v Yorkshire  (11.0). 

• John  Toshask  stands  m fteway  olPar 
St  Germ  aid's  attempi  to  bury  Iheir  Eun 
pean  sene-nnai  |un  tooighi  when  he  ute 
«s  Oaporfruo  La  Coruna  side  id  Bi 
French  capital  In  ft*  European  -Cup  Wti 
nere  Cup. 

n Is  fte  tourft  successive  year  PS 
have  reached  fte  last  tour  of  a Biropen 
competition  and  Biter  V-0  UrstJeg  ricire 
m Spain  has  gtvan  them  Iheir  best  chant 
yet  0(  progressing  after  three  rssounifln 
laitirea. 

But  In  their  three  previous  sand-flnal 
• — against  Jt/ven to.  Arsenal  and  Milan  - 
they  failed  to  win  a single  game  el  ft 
Parc  des  Princes  and  they  will  have  1 
produce  Biter  best  farm  to  qualify  for 
showdown  against  either  Feyoncord  t 
Rapid  Vienna. 

The  signs  are  good,  wift  Dferkatef  HI 
dngfrem  afire  scoring  fte  (are  nine  i 
Spun,  and  Brazil's  RaL  fte  striker  Lok 
and  mireiaMar  Bravo  all  having  recovare 
from  kftjrieb. 

Tushadc.  Ole  former  manager  oi  Swar 
sre.  laces  an  upMD  stniggle  with  tnfurie 
and  suspension  gtvmg  Wm  a aetacdo 
harefeche.  The  Brazilian  mldfieUw  SDvt 
piaymaksr  Qonzalaz  and  defenders  Mart 
nez  and  Djuiuc  are  an  out  injured.  Th 
leerageeWkcr  Femawaz.  who  pickad  u 

a second  yshow  card  in  4m  guarier-fim 
agamat  Bm  holders  Real  Zaragoza.  ■ 
suspended. 

AManx  Donato  and  vuiaraya  are  ato 
doubdul  and  Toshack  wtB  be  looking  to  hi 
Brazilian  striker  Bebeto  u add  to  fta  fh 
rotote  has  already  soared  In  the  compe 
Mtanto  salvage  a dlsappotmina  season. 

Feyanoord's  hopes  al  winning  e r*a«v»  I 
fte  Uriel  are  likely  to  hinge  on  how  we 
they  efcecMe  fte  Rapid  Vienna  «r.ks 
who  hit  fte  egualfeer  in  ftp  Hr® 
1-1  draw. 

Iw  Rapid  coach  Ernst  DtecupU  foil  M 
tMm_  hted  fee  adventege  after  aeeurln, 
fte  draw  fri  fte  away  tog.  "FayAnoon 
have  n score  u go  ttvougri  to  the  tinal ' 
he  said.  They  nave  USDs  choice  in  cton 
big  Behr  tactics  afire  am  hrsMaa  rest* 
They  have  to  go  on  itm  attack.  " 

• Untended  Borduns  wiU  lace  fte  Gw 
man  glares  Bayern  Munich  in  gw  Ua(«  Cw 
fefel  alter  beating  Stands  Prague  1-0  a 
home  on  Tuesday  (ugm.  Die  French  side 
wflo  are  lying  iSOi  m Biter  nomssa 
league.  W mroogn  7-0  on  aggregate  n 

BM  Stent-fta)  having  qiisHfted  lor  fte  com 

patttfen  Birough  fte  toterToto  Cup.  Thoto 
ocored  Dm  afeh-minuts  vmnsr  to  msk< 
Bredenu*  Bm  firet  French- Mem  is  read 
die  final  sines  Basils  in  1S78. 

Bayern,  the  comprefMnsfw  quarter 
note  conquenn  re  Nomngtiam  Forest 
dlndied  a ftrOttng  4-s  aggregate  wfti  owe 
Barcelona  wnh  s 2-1  victory  al  he  Not 
Camp. 
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Botham 


FOOT-SOLDIERS’  MESSAGE  TO  THE  TOP  PLAYERS:  TAKE  THE  MONEY  AND  RUN 


defeat 


in 


Mika  Setvay 

HE  HAS  come  unstuck  a 
few  times  in  “What 
happens  next?”  an  A 
Question  of  Sport,  but  yester- 
day Jan  Botham  sensed  he  al- 
ready knew  today's  outcome 
of  the  ballot  to  decide  who 
Joins  the  chairman  Raymond 
Illingworth,  David  Lloyd  and 
Mike  Atherton  as  England 
selectors  this  season. 

And  for  once  in  Ms  life,  the 
People’s  Choice  looked  pessi- 
mistic last  night.  Although  be 
has  attracted  some  support  in 
his  campaign,  the  indications 
ware  that  he  ha«  not  mus- 
tered the  votes  to  finish  first 
or  second  of  the  eight  candi- 
dates for  the  two  spots. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  will 
be  announced  at  Lord’s  this 
morning  but  Botham  said  yes- 
terday: Tm  a betting  man 
and  to  be  honest  I wouldn’t 
lay  too  much  on  my  chances.’’ 

But,  nothing  daunted,  he 
Will  not  let  the  matter  lost. 
‘Til  be  back  next  year,"  he 
said,  “and  the  next,  and  the 
one  after  that  if  necessary.” 
Until,  presumably,  ft  is  time 
for  a younger  man  to  take 
over. 

. Favourite  now  to  top  the 
poll  of  the  18  first-class 
counties,  plus  MCC  and  the 
Minor  Counties,  is  David 
Graveney,  who  is  standing  for 
re-election  after  one  year  on 
fha  Pbl  gland  arnnwiittea 
A Graveney  win  would  , 
probably  go  down,  with  Illing- 
worth about  as  well  as  an  Ab- 
erdeen Angus  in  Brussels.  It  I 
is  after  all  only  a few  weeks  1 
since  Graveney,  persuaded  by  | 
a group  of  counties  to  chal- 
lenge Illingworth  for  the 
chairmanship,  gained  a 
ground  swell  of  support  until 
the  Cricketers*  Association, - 
the  players’  union  of ‘which 
he  is  chief  executive,  in- 
structed him  to  withdraw  his 
candidature  because  of  a po- 
tential conflict  of  interest.  - 
There  has  been  speculation 
that  Illingworth  will  call  it  a 
day  if  he  believes  his  position 
is  Mnflwmmaii'  by  the  selec- 
tion of  men  of  whom  he  does 
not  approve.  But  the  contest 
far  the  second  seat  looks  sure 
to  be  a close-run  thing;  with 
Graham  Gooch,  Brian  Bolus 
and  John  Edrich  ■ aft  -eying 
with  Botham. 

Bolus,  the  selector  who  lost 
his  place  to  Graveney  last 
year,  and  Edrich  are  the  pre- 
ferred choices  of  Illingworth: 
Bolus’s  willingness  to  be  seen 
around  the  counties  may 
count  In  his  favour.  The  other 
three  candidates  — Chris 
Cowdrey,  Kim.  Barnett  and 
Geoff  MiBer  — are  thought  to 
be  out  of  the  race.  • 

• Stewart  Hutton  (172  not 
out)  and  Mike  Roseberry  (145 
not  out)  set  a Durham  record 
with  an  unbroken  opening 
stand  of  834  against  Oxford 
University  yesterday. 

• The  left-arm  wrist  spinner 
Paul  Adams  lifted  South  Af- 
rica to  a five-wicket  win  over 
India  that  takes  them  unde- 
feated into  tomorrow’s  Shar- 
jah Cup  final— against  India, 
who  edged  out  Pakistan  on 
better  run-rate. 

Adams  took  three  tor  30 
from  his  10  overs— including 
the  prize  wicket  of  Moham- 
mad Azharuddin  tor  four. 

• Lancashire,  who  start  their 
four-day  Roses  friendly  at  Old 
TralTord  today;  have  ap- 
pointed their  former  wicket- 
keeper John  Stanworth  to  fill 
in  for  their  coach  David  Lloyd 
while  he  is  on  England  duties. 


David  Plummer  on  more  woe  forthe  RFU 

Top  clubs  in 
new  row 

THE  RFU  became  in-  j The  RFU  takes  a 15  per  cent 
voire d in  its  third  dis-  j cut  of  gate  money  from  the 
pute  over  money  in-  ] final,  amounting  to  £180,000, 
side  a week  yesterday  ulus  £70.000  for  extra  ex- 


Ice  Hockey 


Warriors  fight 
for  Arena 

Vic  ESatehaMar ■' 

LEGAL  actkm  is  being  taken 
against  the  company  oper- 
ating the  Newcastle  Arena, 
Ogden  Entertainment  Services 
Ltd.  which  this  week  termi- 
nated Newcastle  (formerly 
Whitley)  Warriors'  five-year 
tenancy  agreement  there. 

’’There  are  four  years 
remaining,  the  agreement 
remains  in  full  force  and  ef- 
fect," said  Warriors’  general 
manager  Francis  Smith. 

Ogden’S  managing  director 
Noel  Penrose  said  the  . agree- 
ment required  his  company  to 
pay  Warriors'  owners  £500,000 
a year  to  provide  a team  tor 
the  Arena  and.  "given  file  fi- 
nancial risks,  involved  for 
Ogden,  there  were.a  number 
of  break  options  [relating  to] 
on-ice  performance  and  atten- 
dance Obligation.  Sadly  War- 
riors fell  very  short  an  the  at- 
tendance level."  Smith 
retorted  that  Ogden  “had  full 
responsibility  tor  'marketing 
and  promoting  Ice  hockey". 

Last  month  toe  lee  Hockey  | 
Super  League  Limited  granted  . 
the  sole  franchise  tor -the 
Arena  to  Newcastle  Wasps. 
and  yesterday  Penrose  stud 
his  company  had  received  an 
approach  from  Wasps. 

• Nottingham  Panthers  have 
been  confirmed  as  the  Super- 
league’s  eighth  club. 


Humbler  home . . . welcome  to  Twickenham  RFC,  three 
miles  from  HQ,  where  Tommy  Peters,  below,  and  his  team- 
mateg  perform.  ungnnjgaaid  unpaid  photograph:  i!ra*ik  baron 

lan  MaJin  visits  the  other  Twickenham 
and  finds  strong  grass-roots  support 
for  the  elite  clubs  and  their  ambitions 
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finds  a rebel 
on  doorstep 

TWICKENHAM  Is  tola  Uoa  at  premier  leagi 
no  doubt  England’s  } rugby.  At  the  top  the  ] 
top  dubs  should  be  I era  are  the  kind  who  d 
allowed  to  go  it  alone  orange  jttice  and  an 
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Twickenham  is  in 
no  doubt  England’s 
top  dubs  should  be 
allowed  to  go  it  alone 
and  the  rest  should  be  left 
to  fend  for  themselves.  “I 
think  the  players  should 
get  what  they  can.  It’s  a 
professional  game  now. 
The  top  dobs  are  drawing 
in  the  crowds  and  they 
should  be  given  more  con- 
trol,’* says  Tommy  Peters. 

Peters  is  not  a new  voice 
on  the  Rugby  Football 
Union’s  executive  commit- 
tee, he  is  a 2l-year-oId  wing 
andbne  of  three  brothers  at 
Twickenham  RFC — which 
is  based  three  nriles  and  a 
world  away  Dram  rugby’s 
HQ.  When  Cliff  Brittle,  ex- 
I ecutlve  committee  chair- 
man, last  week  talked  of 
"the  soul  of  rugby  football, 
its  past  and  ethos’Yhe  prob- 
ably had  clubs  such  as 
Twickenham  in  mind. 

Founded  in  1867,  Twickm- 
ham  is  the  11th  oldest  dub 
in  the  union.  It  may  be  at 
the  end  of  a suburban  road 
in  Hampton  but  it  is  no  leafy 
arcadia.  Its  five  pitches  are 
on  land  owned  by  Thames 
Water  and  hemmed  In  by  a 
huge  reservoir. - The  club- 
house Is  a concrete  fortress 
with  metal  shutters  to  keep 
vandals  at  bay. 

Petes  has  been  playing 
here  since  his  father  intro- 
duced him  to  mini-ragby  at 
five.  The  dub  inspires  a 
special  loyalty,  which  has 
kept  Simon  Green  Imre  for 
22  of  his  82  years. 

Green,  a hooker,  is  first- 
team  captain-  He  played  for 

nearby  London  Irish  tor  a 
year  but  soon  returned  to 
South  Rood.  The  difference 
at  the  Exiles,  he  says,  is 
“commitment”. 

He  adds;  “There  has  to  be 


a kind  of  premier  league  in 
rugby.  At  the  top  toe  play- 
ers are  the  kind  who  drink 
orange  juice  and  are  on 
their  starch-free  diets. 
We’ll  carry  on  not  drinking 
I orange  juice  but  playing 
rugby  at  a good  standard 
1 and  enjoying  it. 

“There  is  no  resentment 
from  clubs  Pke  ours  at  the 
leading,  players  being  paid. 
What  they're  doing.  Is  so 
physically  aomnruHnp  and 
time-consuming,  they’ll 
have  to  earn  that  money. 
Look  at  the  way  lawrence 
Dallagllo  tackles,  that 
shuddering  commitment. 
The  game  has  changed  so 
much  since  1.  started;  it’s 
tester  and  more  dynamic.” 

At.  Twickenham  RFC 
money  has  been  changing 
bands  between  (dub  and 
player?  for  years.  But  this 
pay-for-play  is  not  quite 'toe 
deal  Sir  John  Hail  has  in- 
troduced at  Newcastle. 
Twickenham’s  players  pay 
toe  clnb  an  annual  sub- 
scription of  £85  and  a sub  of 
£5  a game. ' 

; “Tm  not  sure  I should  be 
telling  you  tois,  bto  a spon- 
sor pays  us  a match  bonus,” 
says  Fetor?;' A'Ht&e  gentle 
probing  rerveals  that  fids  is 
£100  towiw  the  players 
when  they  win  a league 
game  against  toe  like?  of 
Old  Antonians,  Old  Haber- 
dashers or  Roxeth  Manor 
OB.  And  the  £100  goes 
straight  behind  the  bar. 

Brittle  has  also  praised 
the  unpaid  professionals 
who  he  says  are  the  bed- 
rock of  the-  game.  'Tony 
Kay,  the  Twickenham  clnb 
secretary,  agrees.  “There  is 
an  enormous  body  of  un- 
paid professional  work 
being -dene  in  every  (dob.  1 
would  bate  to  put  a price  on 
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THE  RFU  became  in- 
volved in  its  third  dis- 
pute over  money  in- 
side a week  yesterday 
when  the  Pilkington  Cup 
finalists  Leicester  and  Bath 
protested  at  toe  amount  they 
will  receive  for  playing  at 
Twickenham  next  month. 

The  teams  will  each  receive 
some  £45.000  from  the 
£L2  million  take  at  the  May  4 
showpiece,  which  will  attract 
a 75,000  attendance,  a record 

for  a club  match. 

But  for  once  the  RFU  Is  in 
agreement  with  Leicester’s 
chief  executive  Peter  Wheeler 
in  believing  toe  reward  is  too 
low.  “There  is  only  a little 
that  we  can  do  about  adjust- 
ing the  figure  this  season  hut 
we  will  do  our  best”  said  the 
RFU  secretary  Tony  Hallett 
“For  next  season  we  will 
see  that  the  distribution  1 
reflects  more  accurately  the 
position  that  the  team  have 
reacted  in  the  competition." 

Hallett  then  turned  to  his 
longer-standing  disagreement 
with  Wheeler,  one  of  the  two 
officials  who  last  week,  in  a , 
dispute  over  television  In- 
come and  the  control  of  club 
competitions,  threatened  to ' 
pull  England’s  first  and 
second  division  teams  out  of  1 
the  Courage  Championship  I 
and  Pilkington  Cup.  { 

"For  next  season,  on  the  I 
backing  of  a substantial 
renewal  of  the  Pilkington  con- 
tract we  will  be  able  to  dis- 
cuss a reward  where  the 
reflection  is  more  equitable," 
said  Hallett  "So  my  appeal  to 
the  main  dubs  is  to  get  back 
into  our  competition  and 
have  your  say.” 

Pilkington’s  sponsorship 
has  risen  from  £750,000  over 
the  past  three  years  to 
£L1  million  for  the  next  three. 
All  the  sponsorship  money 
has  been  distributed  among 
the  96  participating  dubs. 


The  RFU  takes  a 15  per  cent 
cut  of  gate  money  from  toe 
final,  amounting  to  £180,000, 
plus  £70,000  for  extra  ex- 
penses. The  dubs  receive  four 
per  cent  each  of  toe  residue, 
giving  them  £40,000.  which  is 
topped  up  by  about  £5,000 
from  Pilkington. 

But  opinions  on  how  toe 
gate  money  should  be  split 
remain  divided,  with  Wheeler 
stressing:  "That  hardly  cov- 
ers the  cost  of  us  selling  tick- 
ets at  our  Welford  Road 
ground  to  our  supporters. 

“The  reward  for  reaching 
the  final  seems  unfair  and  we 
want  it  reviewed.  We  are 
nmnaging^to  sort  it  out  with 

• Tim  Smith,  the  second 
highest  points-scorer  in 
Gloucester's  history,  is  to 
retire  from  the  first-class 
game  at  the  end  of  the  season 
The  full-back,  wbo  played  a 
key  role  in  the  recent  League 
One  victory  over  Bath,  is  con- 
sidering a move  into  local 
dub  rugby  and  also  has  ambi- 
tions to  join  the  Kingsholm 
coaching  set-up. 

• The  Cumbrian  club  Cock- 
ermouto  have  been  relegated 
two  divisions  in  the  Courage 
Championship  after  falsifying 
a match  result  card  for  their 
North-west  One  game  against 
Blackburn. 

Originally  they  faced  a 12- 
month  ban  from  all  competi- 
tions alter  being  found  guilty 
of  playing  three  ineligible 
players  in  the  game.  But  that 
has  now  been  replaced  by  rel- 
egation to  toe  newly  created 
North-west  Three  division 
next  season  and  a ban  from 
playing  in  the  new  RFU  Inter- 
mediate National  Knockout 
Competition. 

Cockermouth's  punishment 
means  their  neighbours  Egre- 
mont  have  been  saved  from 
relegation  to  North-west 
Three. 


what  one  of  our  members, 
Tam  Moses,  and  his  wife 
do.  They  organise  around 
600  kids  to  play  in  our 
mini-rugby  sections-  " 

Peters,  who  has  been 
watched  toy  Harlequins,  is 
one  of  -several  young  play- 
ers his  captain  believes 
could  go  on  to  earn  real 
money  tor  playing.  Others 
are  the  fall-back  Matthew 
Durkin  and  the  half-backs, 
Peters's  brother  Jimmy 
and  Danny  Hudson. 

“It  will  be  like  lofting  an 
arm  .to  lose  these  people 
permanently,”  says  Green. 
“In  fills  area  there  are  a lot 
of  good  junior  dabs  and 
they're  all  looking  to  de- 
velop squads  for  league 
rugby.  We  don’t  want  play- 
ers chopping  and  changing 
between  clubs,  because 


I1  these  places  are  about 
spirit  and  loyalty . 

"We  and  other  junior 
I (dubs  can  survive  the  pro- 
fessional era  provided  we 
I can  generate  additional  in- 
| come.  Nett  year  we  are  em- 
1 ploying  a paid  coach.  We 
I have  a sponsor,  and  five  or 
I six  members  are.  putting  1 
I money  into  the  club.  But 
I dubs  like  ours  have  to  be 

(constantly  producing  their 
own  talent  ; 

1 “Junior  dubs  are  being 
I forced  into  running  squads  . 
of  about  30  players.  It 
doesn’t . matter  if  players 
j from  here  go  to  dnbs  like 
Quins  at  21  if  some  of  them 
return  with  aU  that  experi- 
ence when  they  are  28.  But 
I we  don’t  want  to  lose  our 

players  tor  ever.” 

j - Kay  raises  the  question  of 


recompense.  “We  have  lost 
five  players  in  the  last  two 
seasons,  players  in  whom 
we  have  invested  money 
and  time  with  over  years. 
The  question  of  transfer 
fees  seems  to  have  been 
quietly  forgotten.” 

Twickenham  RFC  players 
have  traditionally  been 
called  on  by  England  for 
practice  sessions.  Photo- 
graphs of  them  being  used 
as  what  Green  calls  “can- 
non fodder”  for  England’s 
1980  Grand  Slam  team 
adorn  the  clubhouse  bar. 

At  present  players  every- 
where fed  like  cannon  tod- 1 
der  in  the  war  of  words  in 
smoke-filled  rooms.  "We  1 
hope  the  RFU  can  sort  I 
things  out,  because  the  un- 
certainty  affects  players  I 
even  here.”  says  Green. 


‘Not  good  enough’  Dods  out 
of  Scots’  New  Zealand  tour 

SCOTLAND  have  dropped  I with  Watson ians’  prop  Tom 
Michael  Dods  from  their  Smith  selected  at  loose-head 


London  Marathon 


Hockey 


wMichael  Dods  from  their 
eight-match  New  Zealand 
tour  this  summer,  even 
though  the  Northampton 
wing  was  ever-present  in  toe 
Five  Nations  Championship 
this  season  and  scored  two 
tries  against  Fiance. 

“He  is  simply  not  good 
enough"  was  toe  team  man- 
ager Jim  Teller's  blunt  assess- 
ment “You  sometimes  have 
to  make  different  selections 
for  tours  than  for  Five  , 
Nations  matches." 

The  Melrose  scrum-half 
Bryan  Redpath  is  absent  too, 
but  only  because  he  has  a 
stress  fracture  in  the  lower 
back.  Newcastle’s  Gary  Arm- 
strong, hero  of  Scotland's  1990 
tour  to  New  Zealand,  is 
recalled,  with  Andy  Nioo2  of 
Bath  as  reserve  scrum-halt 

Youth  is  served  is  the  pack. 


Sport  in  brief 


with  Watson  ians’  prop  Tom 
.Smith  selected  at  loose-head 
and  Edinburgh  Academicals’ 
Barry  Stewart  attight-head. 

Nick  Broughton,  toe  New 
Zealander  with  a Scottish 
grandmother,  is  one  of  four 
flankers.  “The  All  Blacks  are 
going  through  a period  of 
change,"  he  said.  “This  could 
be  the  best  chance  Scotland 
have  of  beating  them." 

PAHTY:  S D Ing  (Barbra  FP).  R 4 S 
Shaphaift.  C A Jaftwr  {both  Mefara).  K M 
Lagaa  (Stfrflng  Co},  A 0 Stanpar  pftwfcU 
O * Stork  (BBroutfnn*),  ■ R ft  Mown 
(London  Scottish}.  % !!—*■■■.  (Wataoo- 
teMj.l  C lariiaa  (SBrflnpCcJ.  A ORNrtl 
CM  Chaliuf  (bod!  Ualraaa),  OP  J 
Toamarf  (Northampton).  O Armstrong 
(Newcaatla).  A O Moot.  D I W IOAm 
(both  Bath).  T J Smith  (Wasonlana).  ft  D 
flwart  (Edinburgh  Acad],  P H Mpt 
(Boroughmulr).  DO  SMa  (Curd a),  K D 
anlrsmti  (SMrtfnfl  Col.  » 4 CnmptsA 
(Dundaa  HSFPK  D P Craeta  (Bourew).  a 
•nn  [Edtaburgh  AcnQ,  O W Nr  (Naw- 
casttoj.  N4 R BramhUn  (Mamma).  I R 
tl  Mi  (Gtoucodor).  H I Wahimtghl  (WnE 
■oWana,  eapl).  P SMian  (NancaaQa), 
■ W Mn  (BaBii  • L RmM  (Hntt) 


McColgan  now  trains  the  Waitz  way 


Stephen  Bieriey  finds  a gritty  champion 
bouncing  back  from  the  brink  of  bum-out 


I IZ.  McCOLGAN  was  in 
trouble.  By -her  own  ad- 
_mission  she  was  coming 
dangerously  dose  , to  running 
herself  into  the  ground.  Yet 
five  years  ago  her  future  had 
seemed  so  secure;  she  was  the 
world  10,000  metres  champion 
and  went  on  to  make  the  fast- 
est marathon  debut  toy  a 
woman. 

But  then  injury  struck  and 
her  confidence  waned.  She 
responded  by  fonning  the  Im- 
placable belief  that  all  would 
be  well  again  if  she  pounded, 
out  the  training  miles  almost 
to  toe  point  of -insanity.  Those 
close  to  her  knew  she  was 
pinfhlwg  herself  beyond  all 
reasonable  limits,  but  they 
could  not  stop  bear.  Certainly 
She  could  not  stop  herseH 
Norway's  Greta  Waitz,  one 
of  the  greatest  women’s. dis- 


Etugby  League 


ftimy  runners  ««d  toe  inau- 
gural world  marathon  cham- 
pion in  1988,  - came  across 
McColgan  training  in  Florida 
last  year  and  shook  her  head 
at  fire  pity  of  it  alL 

"1  saw  how  she  looked,  how 
tired  she  was,”  said  Waitz.  *T 
thought' she  was  overdoing  it 
but  at  toe  time  I did  not  want 
tornxenera 

McCdtgan  knew  she  needed 
help  yet  hesitated,  being  a lit- 
tle in'awe  of  the  Norwegian, 
. butafter  finishing  fifth  in  last 
year’s  London  Marathon  she 
grasped  toe  nettle  and  wrote 
to  Waltz  for  help.  It  was  the 
beginning  of  a very  special 
relationship. 

. Tt  is  very  difficult  to  find 
someone  you  can  talk  to,  scute- 
one  who  has  the  same  ideas 
and  <fm  communicate  an  the 

same  wavelength,"  McColgan 


j said  yesterday,  only  four  days 
before  toe  hopes  to  win  this 
' yaaris  London  Marathon  as  a 
I prelude  to  striking  Olympic 
i gold  in-Atlanta. 

There  is  no  doubt  that 
j Waits  believes  the  31-year -old 
Scot  can  be  successful  In  both 
these  aims.  "My  biggest  prob- 
1 lem  was  to  convince  Liz  to 
ease  down  and  to  strike  a bal- 
i ance  between  miles  and  qual- 
ity,” she  said.  "I  told  Liz  we 
either  do  it  my  way  or  not  at 
1 alL  Now  we  communicate 
very  weH” 

! This  is  not  to  say 
McColgan  Slavitoly  follows  the 
programme  Dial  Waitz  sets 
out  “R  Is  very  important  that 
an  athlete  knows  what  is  going 
an,”  explained  Waitz.  “Tbday 
too  many  just  follow  a pro- 
without  nri- 

tag  the  purpose  or  the  goal 
“The  race  is  so  long' and 
you  can  never  be  sure  how  an  i 
athlete  will  feel  on  the  day, 
but  above  aU  you  need  to  be  . 
relaxed  at  30  miles  because  | 


that  Is  when  the  race  really 
starts.” 

McColgan  has  always  been 
capable  of  talking  a good  race, 
but  now  her  approach  is  alto- 
gether more  subtle,  fire  sett- 
confidence  no  longer  worn  on 
her  sleeve  but  radiating  from, 
within.  The  difference  is 
there  for  all  to  see. 

After  her  many  setbacks, 
largely  self-imposed,  it  would 
be  wonderful  to  see  her  recap- 
ture the  form  of  199L  Yester- 
day she  looked  super-fit  yet 
relaxed.  *Tve  trained  excep- 
tionally well;  trained  cor- 
rectly" she  said,  glaring  at 
Waitz,  who  allowed  herself  the 
flicker  of  a smile  in  return.  1 
• Ota  Pippig,  who  overcame  ■ 
menstrual  cramps  *rnd  flier- 1 
rhoea  to  win  the  Boston  Mar- ' 
athon  women’s  title  for  the 
third  consecutive  year,  was 
admitted  to  hospital  in  Boston 
yesterday  for  tests.  The  Ger- 
man runner,  wbo  led  only  in 
the  fhvti  mite,  was  detained 
overnight 


Wire  drop  interest  in  Skerrett  as  Mather  maddens  Wigan 


feuiBteiMcfc  ' 

WARRINGTON  have  with- 
drawn their  offer  for 
Kelvin  Skerrett  toe  29-year 
old  Great  Britain  forward. 

Wire’s  football  manager 
Alex  Murphy  said:  “We  have 
not  bad  a response'  -from 
either  Wigan  or  Kelvin,  so 
that  is  an  mjdtoll  as  far  as  we 
are  concerned.  They  both 
knew  where  Warrington 
stood  on  the  issue  and  we  do 
not  have,  fife  time  to  wait 
around.” 

Wigan  are  prepared  to 
release  Skerrett  a$  an  econo- 
my measure,  for  under  next : 
season’s  salary  cap  the  {day- 
tog  payroll  must  not  exceed 


[ 40  per  cent  of  total  income; 
i the'  club’s  current  -figure  is 
more  than  50  per  cent 
' Wigan  may  take  toeir  disaf- 
fected international  Barrie- 
Jon  Matter  to  court  after  lie 
played  for  Perth  Western 
i Reds  in  the  AKL's  Optus  Cup 
even  though  the  English 
champions  say  they  gave  per- 
mission only  fin:  him  to  train 
with  the  Western  Australian 
clnb  while  toe  dispute  over 
his  contract  is  sorted  out 
The  fflt  Tin  Great  Britain 
utility  player-  left  the  match ! 
against  Cronttlla  early  with 
suspected  concussion  and 
Jack  Robinson,  Wigan's 
chairman,  said:  “We  are  very 
annoyed  that  they  have 
played  him  to  a match  'with- 


out first  gaining  a clearance 
from  us. 

“We  have  asked  them  for  an 
explanation  as  wbR  as  an  as- 
surance that  he  will  not  be 
allowed  to  play  again.  If  we  do 
not  receive  suitable  assur- 
ances from  Perth  then  we 
shall  have  no  alternative  but 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Rugby  Football  League  and 
take  civil  action  against 
Barrie- Jon  for  breach  of 
contract”- 

The  dobs  were  reportedly 
getting  closer  to  a settlement 
figure,  somewhere  between 
the  £80,000  Perth  were  pre- 
pared to  offer  and  Wigan's 
asking  price  £150, 000. 

S afford  are  dose  to  signing 
Simon  AngelL  the  25-year-oid  , 


Auckland  Warriors  and  New 
Zealand  Test  forward,  who 
has  been  granted  a work  per- 
mit after  a six-week  wait  The 
1993  Kiwi  tourist,  wbo  played 
si*  times . for  Featherstone 
Rovers  In  the  Centenary  sea- 
son, could  make  his  Salford 
debut  tonight  at  home  to  toe 
Alliance  against  Warrington.  1 
Wire  have  transfer-listed  | 
I their  one-cap  Wales  winger 
Jason  Lee  at  £30,000  after  he 
asked  for  a move  because  of 
i limited  opportunities  at  Wh- 
. derspooL  Lee  has  been  unable 
to  displace  either  Mark  For- 
ster or  toe  recent  signing 
Richard  Henare  and  the  club 
can  now  also  call  on  toe  Ton- 
gan  World  Cup  player  Mateki 
Mafe. 


Great  Britain  1 
South  Korea  1 

Takhershot 
holds  Asian 
champions 

Pat  Rowtay  h*  Atlanta 

If" ALB®  TAKHER’s  first 
■Vinternatianal  goal,  an  un- 
stoppable rising  shot,  gained 
Britain  a draw  in  their  final 
game  of  the  six-nation  pre- 
Olympic  tournament  at  Clerk 
University  hare.  The  result 

left  the  Asian  diampims  nn- 
able  to  overtake  Britain  in 
third  place  to  the  table. 

Britain  dominated  the  first 
quarter  of  an  hour  and  won 
two  early  corners,  Calum 
Giles  coming  on  and  testing 
toe  Korean  goalkeeper,  wbo 
both  times  offered  a rebound 
and  a second  opportunity  to 
score.  Rob  Thompson  shot 
wide  and  Jan  Wyatt  Britain's 
best  defender,  missed  from  a 
wide  angle.  The  only  other 
chance  they  had  in  toe  first 
half  saw  Lasletfs  posh-shot 
easily  parried. 

On  a very  hot  afternoon 
Britain  began  to  make  errors, 
yet  it  was  against  toe  run  of 
play  that  Korea  snatched  toe 

lead.  Skilful  dribbling  along 
the  goal-line  and  a centre  to 
toe -penalty  spot  saw  Mason 
stretched  to  save  a shot  but 
powerless  to  stop  SeungJto  | 
Yoo  flicking  to  toe  rebound. 

Mason  made  an  important 
save  to  toe  first  minute  cf  toe 
second  hall,  for  within  two 
minutes  Britain  were  leveL 

A reverse-stick  shot  by  Las- 
iett  brought  the  third  of  Brit- 
ain's six  corners.  Again  Giles 
was  denied  but  pafopd  a long 
comer,  and  Wyatt’s  hit  was 
collected  by  Takber  just  be- 
yond the  penalty  spot  and  he 
lashed  toe  ball  into  toe  roof  of 
the  goal.  From  then  on  it  was 
a tremendous  contest  with 
the  two  goalkeepers.  Mason 
and  Jin-soo  Koo,  busy  to  toe 
end. 


Peter  Graf  charged 
with  tax  evasion 

FET&ft  GRAF,  father  of  Steffi*  was  charged  yesterday  with 
evading  £8.5  million  in  taxes  by  felling  to  report  up  to  £18^ 
million  In  his  daughter's  income.  The  Mannheim  prosecutor’s 
office  filed  toe  charges  against  Graf  and  his  tax  adviser  Jo- 
achim Eckardt  The  alleged  tax  evasion  took  place  between  1989 
and  1993.  Graf.  57,  has  been  in  investigative  custody  since 
Augusts  He  and  Eckardt  are  being  held,  say  prosecutors,  to 
prevent  them  from  fleeing  or  destroying  evidence. 

John  McEnroe  is  cooling  on  the  captaincy  of  the  United  , 
States  Davis  Cup  team  because  the  leading  players  set  so  little 
store  by  playing.  McEnroe,  who  has  pressed  for  the  job  to  the 
past  admitted  yesterday  it  had  soured  him:  '1  don’t  want  to  go 
around  begging  guys  to  play.”  Sampras,  Agasst  Chang  and 
Courier  all  pulled  out  of  last  month'9  second-round  match, 
which  the  US  lost  to  the  Czech  Republic  in  Prague. 

For  the  first  time  in  toe  open  era  all  the  top  men  and  women, 
more  than  a hundred  of  each,  have  entered  the  French  Open, 
starting  on  May  27.  The  tournament  directly  accepts  104  play- 
ers into  the  men's  draw  and  112  into  the  women’s  draw. 

Bulls  first  to  70 

THE  Chicago  Bulls  rewrote  basketball's  record  books  with  a 
scrappy  86-80  Win  over  the  lowly  Milwaukee  Bucks,  it  was  not  the 
manner  or  margin  they  wanted  but  their  70th  win  broke  Los 
Angeles  Lakers’  record  89  wins  of 1971-72. 

Skelton  seeks  repeat 

NICK  SKELTON,  riding  Dollar  Girl,  seeks  to  emulate  John 
Whitaker  when  be  defends  the^ Volvo  Showjumping  World  Cup 
starting  herein  Geneva  today,  writes  JucUtfiDnzper.  Whitaker 
won  in  1990  and  1991  and  is  the  only  other  Briton  to  quality  now. 

Plain  sailing  for  Britons 

BRITISH  representatives  made  the  cut  in  all  three  classes  at  the 
Olympic  Qualification  Regatta  which  finished  at  Murcia,  Spain 
yesterday,  writes  Bob  Fisher.  These  were  Shirley  Rbbertaon  in  the 
Europe  das£y  Bethan  Raggatt  and  Sue  Carr  (women's 470)  and 
Richard  Spenhouse  (Finn). 

Armstrong  on  Huy 

LANCE  ARMSTRONG,  the  American  cyclist,  dominated  toe 
Walloon  ArrowcZassic  yesterday,  shaking  effhis  last  challenger 
Didier  Rous  on  Itoe^ Wall  of  Huy,  toe  steep  final  climb,  to  win  his 
first  race  ofthe  season  by  8sec  after  five  second  places. 

Tulu  wants  double  chance 

ETHIOPIA  are  to  lobby  Olympic  officials  to  make  further  time- 
table changes  so  that  Haile  Gebrselassie  and  DerartuTuhl  can  go 
for  gold  in  the  5.000 and  10.000 metres  in  Atlanta. 
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LOW  COST  CAR  INSURANCE 

THERE'S  DIRECT  AND  THERE'S 
PREFERRED  DIRECT 


“It’s  our 


unique  one 
call  24  hour 


With  "Clearway"  our  unique  24  hour 
one  call  claim  service,  vve  can  speed 
ever)  thing  up  and  make  life  easier  for 
you  - like  providing-  a courtesy  ear  when 
voters  is  off  the  road  being  repaired 


Why  10  horses  died,  page  13 
The  other  Twickenham  speaks,  page  15 


Soccers  relegationdog-fights,  pagein 

Botham  senses  failure,  page  15 
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PREMIERSHIP  SOCCER 


Manchester  United  1 , Leeds  United  0 


Keane  restores  the  red 


David  Lacey 


OY  KEANE  finally 
| restored  the  colour 
to  Manchester  Un- 
ilted's  cheeks  at 
lOld  Trafford  last 
night  after  the  Premier 
League  leaders  had  produced 
football  as  grey  as  the  shirts 
they  have  just  discarded.  For 
nearly  an  hour  Leeds  United, 
who  had  seen  their  goal- 
keeper Mark  Beeney  sent  off 
in  the  16th  minute  after  he 
had  bandied  outside  the  pen- 
alty area,  were  the  better 
side.  But  in  the  72nd  minute 
Keane  gathered  a deflected 
shot  from  Scholes  and  care- 
fully made  a shooting  angle 
before  driving  the  ball  past 
Radebe.  who  had  proved  a 
more  than  adequate  replace- 
ment in  the  Leeds  goal 
Having  suffered,  at  South- 
ampton. their  first  defeat  in 
19  matches,  Manchester 
United  were  in  need  of  a 
restorative.  Leeds,  beaten  in 
nine  of  their  previous  12  Pre- 
miership fixtures,  appeared 


the  Ideal  opponents  to  help 
supply’ll 

Howard  Wilkinson,  already 
without  Yeboah  and  Pember- 
ton because  of  injuries, 
replaced  Lukic  In  goal  with 
Beeney  and  recalled  Bees  ley 
and  Worthington  to  his  crum- 
bling defence.  Pallister  was 
back  alongside  Bruce  for 
Manchester  United,  making 
only  his  sixth  appearance  in 
27  matches  because  of 
sciatica. 

Within  IS  seconds  the  Leeds 
defence  nearly  suffered  a col- 
lective slipped  disc.  Keane 
burst  through  their  cover  on 
the  right  before  setting  up  a 
chance  for  Cantona,  who  was 
denied  a goal  only  by  Been- 
ey’s  alertness  In  blocking  the 
close-range  shot 


So  perhaps  Leeds  were  not 
there  merely  for  the  taking. 
In  fact  they  all  but  took  the 
lead  in  the  seventh  minute. 
Palmer's  raking  pass  out  to 
Gray  led  to  a comer  on  the 
light  and,  from  Worthing- 
ton's cross,  Deane  saw  a 
glancing  header  cleared  off 
the  line  by  Pallister. 

With  the  combination,  of 
McAllister's  stealth  and. 
Palmer's  urgency  challenging 
a Manchester  United  midfield 
lacking  the  suspended  Butt, 
there  was  a buoyancy  about 
Leeds  which  belied  tbelr 
recent  form.  And  still  Beeney 
refused  Old  Trafford  the  relief 
of  an  early  lead,  diving  hard 
to  his  left  in  the  12th  minute 
to  push  wide  Keane's  firmly 
driven  shot 


THE  RUN-INS 


MANCHESTER  UNITED 

April  27  Nottm  Forest  home 
May  5 Middlesbrough  away 


NEWCASTLE 

April  27  Leeds  away 

May  2 Nottm  Forest  away 

May  5 Tottenham  home 


That  turned  out  to  be  Beeo- 
ejris  last  significant  contribu- 
tion to  the  proceedings.  Four 
minutes  later  he  came  out  to 
meet  a long  ball  from  Bruce 
as  Cole  closed  in.  handled  a 
yard  outside  the  penally  area 
and  was  sent  off  by  Keith 
Cooper.  Leeds  had  no  goal- 
keeper on  the  bench  but  Ra- 
debe had  kept  a clean  sheet 
against  Middlesbrough  just 
over  a fortnight  earlier,  after 
replacing  a concussed  Lukic 
at  half-time,  and  he  now 
resumed  the  task.  Ford  went 
off  to  make  way  for  him  but 
losing  an  outfield  player  did 
not  immediately  alter  the 
game's  pattern. 

Still  Leeds  attacked  on  a 
broad  confident  front  with 
Gray  turning  past  May  and 
Pallister  before  drawing  a 
full-length  save  from  Schmei- 
chel.  May  had  replaced  Bruce; 
who  has  been  troubled  by  a 
hamstring  injury,  shortly 
after  Beeney's  dismissal. 

Now  Cole  began  to  get  cm 
Old  Trafford’s  nerves.  Three 
times  he  might  have  scored 
before  half-time  but  on  each 


occasion  his  control  let  him 
down,  the  last  after  a 40-yard 
pass  from -Neville  had  left  the 
striker  clear  and  onstde. 

Yet.  tirhen  Manchester 
United  did  get  shots  on  target 
Radebe.  a goalkeeper  at  the 
start  of  his  football  career, 
again  showed  he  had  not  lost 
tiie  knack. 

In  the  meantime,  at  the 
other  end,  Wetherall's  shot 
into  a ruck  of  bodies  had 
flown  over  the  crossbar  after 
hitting  Deane. 

For  the  second  half  Fergu- 
son replaced  McGLair  with 
Scholes  to  give  his  side  more 
scoring  potential  from  mid- 
field.  But  a sense  of  despera- 
tion was  creeping  into  Man- 
chester United’s  football  now, 
not  helped  by  Cantona  scoop- 
ing bis  shot  over  after  one 
from  Scholes  had  been 
blocked.  It  was  Keane  to  the 
rescue. 

Mm^inr  United:  Sdimetetial;  Irwtn. 
Bhica,  Pallister,  p Neville.  Beckham. 
Keane,  UcCfab-,  Giggs.  Cantona.  Cole. 
Leeds  Italmt  Beene*  Kelly.  WeVwndL 
Beasley.  Worthington.  Ford  (Radebe. 
16m in).  Palmer.  McAUMar.  Speed.  Gray. 
Deane. 

K Cooper  (Pontypridd). 


Newcastle  United  1,  Southampton  0 


Lee  keeps  up  the  title  pressure 


Michael  Walker 


WITH  a perfor- 
mance mixing  pa- 
nache and  gats, 
Newcastle  main- 
tained their  chase  of  Man- 
chester United  by  sweep- 
ing, and  then  struggling, 
past  the  team  that  had  done 
so  much  to  bring  them  back 
into  the  race.  Robert  Lee's 
goal  leaves  Southampton 
with  plenty  to  worry  about 
Kevin  Keegan  had  prom- 
ised he  would  hold  no 
grudge  against  John  Beres- 
ford  after  their  public  argu- 
ment on  Sunday,  but  the 


manager's  forgiveness  did 
not  extend  to  putting  the 
left-back  straight  back  in. 
He  was  on  the  bench,  from 
where  he  watched  his 
replacement  Robbie  Elliott 

With  Faustino  Asprilla 
and  Les  Ferdinand  over- 
coming minor  injuries,  El- 
liott was  Newcastle's  only 
starting  change  from  Sun- 
day’s game. 

After  Southampton's 
spectacular  victory  against 
Manchester  United,  Dave 
Merrington  understand- 
ably fielded  the  same  team. 

The  packed  Gallo wgate 
shivered  anxiously  In  the 
fifth  minute  when  Le  Us- 


sier found  space  20  yards 
out  but  his  shot  dribbled 
wide.  And  after  nine  min- 
utes Newcastle's  first  sig- 
nificant attack  eased  many 
nerves. 

A mighty  leap  and  flick 
from  Ferdinand  took  the 
ball  to  Asprilla,  who 
quickly  found  Lee  In  his 
new  role  wide  on  the  right 
Lee  shaped  to  cross  but 
then  cut  inside  Charlton 
and  struck  the  ball  low  into 
Beasant'*  right-hand 
corner. 

It  was  Lee’s  first  goal 
since  December  and  he 
nearly  had  a second  in  the 
20th  minute  when  he 


moved  on  to  Elliott’s  cen- 
tre, but  this  time  Beasant 
saved  welt 

In  a frenetic  opening, 
that  attack  immediately 
succeeded  a dangerous  one 
from  Southampton.  Mar- 
vellous footwork  and  a deft 
pass  from  Le  Tlssier 
released  Magfiton,  and  His- 
lop  came  to  meet  the  Irish- 
man only  to  stop  halfway 
and  turn  back.  Magilton 
crossed  and  Shlpperley 
beaded,  the  ball  hit  the 
post,  came  back  off  Batty 
and  trundled  agonisingly 
wide  for  a corner. 

Then  came  a Beasant 
save  from  Lee.  Yet  South- 


ampton were  far  from  ruf- 
fled and  Benali  had  a won- 
derful opportunity  to 
equalise  on  the  half-hour. 
Monkou’s  header  at  a 
scrambled  comer  gave  Ben- 
all  a free  volley  10  yards 
out.  but  the  defender  com- 
pletely misened. 

Worse  was  to  come  for 
Benali  From  Newcastle’s 
next  corner,  his  stomach- 
high  tackle  tumbled  Lee  in 
the  box.  Dermot  Gallagher 
awarded  the  penally.  Al- 
though Beardsley’s  strike 
was  fierce,  Beasant  guessed 
right,  dived  right  and  par- 
ried the  ball  to  safety. 

The  action  was  unrelent- 
ing Venison  delivered  a vi- 
cious half-volley  after  the 
restart  and  an  unusual  mis- 
take by  Albert 

Newcastle  were  still  the 
dominant  force  bnt  lacked 
their  earlier  cohesion.  With 
20  minutes  left  AsprlHa 
made  way  for  Clark,  with 
Beardsley  moving  up  along- 
side Ferdinand.  Bnt  further 
inspiration  just  would  not 
come  and  the  lack  of  width, 
caused  by  Gillespie's  ab- 
sence, continues  to  be  a 
problem. 

HmtcmW  United:  HNUop;  WalaQfl. 
BUott,  Batty.  Paacocfc.  La*.  Ferdinand. 
Alban;  Gina  la,  AapUl*  Beardsley. 

Beasant  Dodd.  Ben&H 


MaglHon.  Monfeou.  Le  Heeler.  Shlppertey. 
Heaney.  Charlton.  NoUean.  Vontoon. 

- ' D Oallagber  (Banbary). 


Pletim,  pags  14 


Smoke  is 
the  kind  of 
intelligent, 
humanist 
film  that 
sends  you 
home 

slightly  more 
optimistic 
about  the 
world  at 
large  — a 
comedy  with 
heart  but 
without  false 
sentiment. 
Derek  Malcolm 
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Gray  trouble  again . . . Giggs  encounters  further  shirt  problems  against  Leeds  United  at 
Old  Trafford  last  night  photograph;  michael  sthele 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,630 

Set  by  Rufus 


1 Rise  and  fall  of  one  of  the 
French,  recently  deceased 
(8) 

S Farewell,  thank  you  for  the 
dance  (B) 

9 Moved  camp  (8) 

10  House  signs  [6) 

11  Having  had  a rise,  a man 
goes  on  holiday  (Q) 

12  Rings,  and  right  inside 
them,  gems  (6) 

14  Manage  to  give  a little 

publicity  to  the  head  of 

department  (Ip) 

18  A defender  who  is  prepared 
to  shoot,  if  need  be  (5-5) 

22  Relation  puts  us  in  the 
money  (6) 

23  Showed  annoyance  in 
grating  nutmeg?  (8) 

24  Lorry  driver — one  in  Leeds 
— breaks  down  (8) 


29  Hobbies  make  time  pass  (8) 
2B  Dislike  writing  notes  before 
exam  (6) 

27  Wolf-like  descendant?  (8) 

Down 


1 Freshly  discovered  nebula 
lacking  power  (6) 

2 Fed  up  with  tea-break?  Just 
the  reverse  (6) 

3 Cupboard  key  (6) 

4 Some  turned  out  great  (10) 

6 One  is  distressed  by  it  (8) 

7 Travel  overseas  to  get  home 
(8) 

8 They  charge  a County  CouncS 
with  devious  ruses© 

13  They  shelve  their 
responsibilities  (1 0} 

IS  Bounder,  when  boxed  In, 
took  the  plunge  (8) 

18  Being  saucy  I am  put 
outside  the  room  (8) 
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*7  Extreme  irritation?  (8) 

19  Workshop  occupied  by 
strikers  (6) 

20  Is  upset,  internally  affected 
by  sea-food  (6) 

21  A famous  man,  but  there '8 
no  side  about  him  (6) 

Solution  tomorrow 


^ Stuck?  Then  call  our  sofcnlona  i 
338  238.  Calb^SSa^ , 
n»L  dieap  rata  49p  p«  mm  at  al 
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